PRAYER SERVICE
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2020
17TH SUNDAY
AFTER PENTECOST

ANNOUNCEMENTS

God loves you all the time
And all the time God loves you.

PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Faithful God, have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves.

We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass judgment on one

another before examining ourselves. We place our own needs before those of our

neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves.

Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection,
Christ has made us his own.

Hear the truth that God proclaims:

Your sins are forgiven in the name of + Jesus Christ.

Amen.



OPENING DIALOGUE

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to over-
come them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32

The word of the Lord came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating this proverb con-
cerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth
are set on edge”? 3As I live, says the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used by you
in Israel. 4Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child
is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die. 25Yet you say, “The way of the Lord
is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are un-
fair? 26When the righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they
shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed they shall die. 27Again, when
the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful
and right, they shall save their life. 28Because they considered and turned away from all
the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die.
29Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my
ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 30Therefore I will judge you, O house of
Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the Lord God. Repent and turn from all
your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 31Cast away from you all the
transgressions that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a
new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the death of
anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then, and live.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 5:1-9

To you, O Lord,
I liftt up my soul.
My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
SLet none who look to you be put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.
‘Show me your ways, O Lord, and teach me your paths.
’Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; in you
have I trusted all he day long.
‘Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting.
’Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; remember me accord-
ing to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord.
8You are gracious and up-right, O Lord;
therefore you teach sinners in your way.
*You lead the lowly in justice
and teach the lowly your way.

SECOND LESSON: Philippians 2:1-13

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in
the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same mind,
having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish am-
bition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4Let each of you
look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the same mind be in you
that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality
with God as something to be exploited, 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and
became obedient to the point of death— even death on a cross. 9Therefore God also high-
ly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of
Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 12There-
fore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much
more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it is
God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-32

The holy gospel of Matthew beginning in the twenty-first chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to
him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and
who gave you this authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if
you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things.
25Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they ar-
gued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,” he will say to us, “"Why then did you
not believe him?” 26But if we say, ‘Of human origin,” we are afraid of the crowd; for all
regard John as a prophet.” 2750 they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to
them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 28“What do you
think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vine-
yard today.” 29He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 30The
father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not
go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to
them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom
of God ahead of you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did
not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after
you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

THE MESSAGE

PEACE

The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
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APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

And he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all
those in need.

A brief silence.

In all the world, give your church unity. Inspire all the baptized with the mind of Christ.
Where the church is powerful and where it struggles, shape us with humility and obedi-
ence so that your love may be at work in us.

Your Son took on all of bodily life in our world, even to death. Preserve and keep your
creation, O God. Mend and redeem places that are polluted and damaged, so that all of
creation confesses you as Lord.

Turn the nations toward life. Where our ways are unfair, give us new hearts and new
spirits. Where sin permeates our cultures and institutions (especially), change our minds
and teach us to trust your authority.

Our lives are yours, O God. Relieve the suffering of those who are ill in body, mind, or
spirit. Defend the lives and welfare of children who are abused or neglected, hungry or
exploited, bullied or lonely.



Turn this congregation away from our own interests toward the interests of others. Fill
us with your compassion and sympathy. Bless ministries of care in our community
(especially); make us into signs of your mercy and justice for our neighbors.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Thank you for those who have gone into the kingdom ahead of us—tax collectors and
prostitutes, likely and unlikely, obedient and slow to learn. By their witness, teach us
to confess Jesus Christ as Lord in life and in death

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy;
through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING

Mothering God,
Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life.

Amen.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE



Prayers of the Faithful
for week of September 27

TODAY we pray for:

Owen Mathre—in hospital

Diane Kiefer , daughter of Margie Betley
Barbara Hewlett, daughter-in-law of Kathy Long
Lee as he recovers from covid-19

all those in our hearts and minds today.

WE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR:

Payton Howle, diagnosed with covid-19
Chris, Denise, Clare Benz and Lynda Martinez
Pat Corrigan—mother of Diane Teig

Barbara Lynn Grabher; daughter in law of Erika and Ed Burke
Kyle, diagnosed with covid-19.

Bill Smith; step-father of Rebecca Koreck

Vera Wagenfuhr

Leslie, friend of Diane Teig.

Jack Baskow

Claudia and Geof Bromfield

Connie and family

Scott Wycoff

The Fenner family

John Worrell —brother in law of Bill Baur
Mike Goyda

Lis Verbeck

Lois Snyder

David & Angie Wasgatt, Lou Ellen Machin, Evelyn Pettit, Dick Johnson, John Deaton, Joan Sandstorm, Delores
Sipe, Doug Price, John Maurer, Bob Waller, Bill & Barbie Monaghan, Kent Hardel, Gretchen Platz, Ellen Hall,
Nanci Hunsinger, Betty Magoon, Claire Schoening, Moira & Ed, Tyler, Eloise, Rich, Nancy & Mike Schuster,
Bill Howerin, Marcia Burton, Gina Clay

For our bishops; Elizabeth Eaton, Bill Gohl

For the Dean of the Delmarva Conference; Barbara Melosh

For our staff; Pastor Tara, Susan Allen, Jordan Irazabal, Louis Jones
For leaders & congregations of the Delmarva Conference;

For all pastors and church leaders

For our country; the United States, leaders and citizens.

For all of our global neighbors, stricken by the corvid-19virus.

To request or change prayers, please call the church office (302-239-6481) or email the office@gmail.com.
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Virtual choir for Sunday, September 27

Soprano

Abigail Adams
Kaitlyn Dunfee
Carol Johnson
Lynne Luettgen
Lynda Martinez
Rachel Stewart

Amporn Vasquez
Alexis Ward

Alto Bass

Abigail Adams Ryan Battin
Barb King Jordan Irazabal
Pr. Tara Magoon Mike Mekailek
Mary Alice Thompson

Tenor

Jordan Irazabal
Jay Snyder

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
Rev. Tara Magoon, Pastor
Rev. David Wasgatt, Pastor Emeritus
Jordan Irazabal, Director of Music
Susan Wells Allen, Office Manager
Louis Jones, Custodian
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