
PRAYER SERVICE  
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2020 

18TH  SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

God loves you all the time 

And all the time God loves you. 

 

PRELUDE 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Faithful God, have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free  

     ourselves. 

We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass judgment on one  

another before examining ourselves. We place our own needs before those of our  

neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. 
 

Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, 

Christ has made us his own.  

Hear the truth that God proclaims: 

Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
 

 

 

OPENING DIALOGUE 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 

Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your 

Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do 

them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

FIRST READING:  Isaiah 5:1-7  
 

1Let me sing for my beloved 

  my love-song concerning his vineyard: 

 My beloved had a vineyard 

  on a very fertile hill. 

 2He dug it and cleared it of stones, 

  and planted it with choice vines; 

 he built a watchtower in the midst of it, 

  and hewed out a wine vat in it; 

 he expected it to yield grapes, 

  but it yielded wild grapes. 

 

 3And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem 

  and people of Judah, 

 judge between me 

  and my vineyard. 

 4What more was there to do for my vineyard 

  that I have not done in it? 

 When I expected it to yield grapes, 

  why did it yield wild grapes? 

 

 5And now I will tell you 

  what I will do to my vineyard. 

 I will remove its hedge, 

  and it shall be devoured; 

 I will break down its wall, 

  and it shall be trampled down. 

 6I will make it a waste; 

  it shall not be pruned or hoed, 

  and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; 



 I will also command the clouds 

  that they rain no rain upon it. 

 

 7For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts 

  is the house of Israel, 

 and the people of Judah 

  are his pleasant planting; 

 he expected justice, 

  but saw bloodshed; 

 righteousness, 

  but heard a cry! 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

PSALM 80:7-15 
 

 7Restore us, O God of hosts; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 

 8You have brought a vine out of Egypt; 

  you cast out the nations and planted it. 

 9You cleared the ground for it; 

  it took root and filled the land. 

 10The mountains were covered by its shadow 

  and the towering cedar trees by its boughs.  

 11You stretched out its tendrils to the sea 

  and its branches to the river. 

 12Why have you broken down its wall, 

  so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes? 

 13The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, 

  and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it. 

 14Turn now, O God of hosts, 

  look  down from heaven; 

 15behold and  tend this vine; 

  preserve what your right hand has planted.  

  



SECOND LESSON: Philippians 3:4b-14  

[Paul writes:] 4bIf anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 5cir-

cumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 

Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; 

as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 

  7Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8More 

than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ 

Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as 

rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a righteousness 

of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the right-

eousness from God based on faith. 10I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrec-

tion and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 11if somehow I 

may attain the resurrection from the dead. 

  12Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on 

to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Beloved, I do not con-

sider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and 

straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for the prize of the 

heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

 The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  

 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 21:33-46 
 

The holy gospel of Matthew beginning in the twenty-first chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus said to the people:] 33“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who 

planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. 

Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. 34When the harvest time had 

come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. 35But the tenants seized his 

slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36Again he sent other slaves, 

more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. 37Finally he sent his son to 

them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38But when the tenants saw the son, they said to 

themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ 39So they 

seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 40Now when the owner of the 

vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41They said to him, “He will put those 

wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him 

the produce at the harvest time.” 



  42Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:  

 ‘The stone that the builders rejected 

  has become the cornerstone; 

 this was the Lord’s doing, 

  and it is amazing in our eyes’? 
43Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a 

people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. 44The one who falls on this stone will be 

broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 

  45When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he 

was speaking about them. 46They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, be-

cause they regarded him as a prophet. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

THE MESSAGE 
  

PEACE 

The Peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

And he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen 



 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and 

all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Holy God, you call us to work for peace and justice in your vineyard. Refresh the 

church with your life, that we may bear fruit through work and service 
 

Thank you for the abundant harvest of the earth. Bless and care for those whose 

hands bring the fruits of the earth to the tables of all who hunger. May we be inspired 

by your servants who cared deeply for your creation (especially Francis of Assisi, whom 

we commemorate today).  
 

Curb the impulses of greed and pride that lead us to take advantage of others. Grant 

that world leaders (especially) seek the fruits of the kingdom for the good and welfare 

of all people.  

 

Sustain all who suffer with the promise of new life. Assured of your presence, heal 

our pain and suffering, and equip us to embrace all bodies aching for wholeness of 

mind, body, and soul. We call to mind those who are struggling today (especially).  

 

We pray for all managers in our community and for all who seek employment. Give 

hope and a future to those who lack meaningful work, those who have been margin-

alized or abused in the workplace, and those who desire new opportunities.  

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Thank you for the saints who teach us to live faithfully in your vineyard (especially 

Theodor Fliedner, renewer of society). May our chorus join theirs until our labor is com-

plete.  

 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we 

pray, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Amen. 

 

 



 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
       

 Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 

Our Father in heaven,  hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

BLESSING  

 

Mothering God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 
 

Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 
  

Go in peace. Remember the poor.   

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 POSTLUDE 
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☩ 

 
Prayers of the Faithful for week of October 4 

 

 

TODAY we pray for: 
Sue, friend of JoAnne Deaton 

Roger Camp 

Krisida Alberto 

Scott, brother of Karen Ehemann 

Family & friends of Pat Corrigan as they mourn her death—mother of Diane Teig 

Owen Mathre—in hospital 

Diane Kiefer in hospital, daughter of Margie Betley 

Barbara Hewlett, daughter-in-law of Kathy Long 

Russ & Joan Snyder 

Lee as he recovers from covid-19 

 all those in our hearts and minds today. 
 

 

WE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR: 
Payton Howle, diagnosed with covid-19, Chris, Denise, Clare Benz and Lynda Martinez, Barbara Lynn Grabher; 

daughter in law of Erika and Ed Burke, Kyle, diagnosed with covid-19, Bill Smith; step-father of Rebecca Koreck, 

Lena, Leslie, friend of Diane Teig, Jack Baskow, Claudia and Geof Bromfield, Connie and family, Scott Wycoff 

The Fenner family, John Worrell—brother in law of Bill Baur, Mike Goyda, Lis Verbeck, Lois Snyder 
 

David & Angie Wasgatt, Lou Ellen Machin, Evelyn Pettit, Dick Johnson, John Deaton, Joan Sandstorm, Delores Sipe, 

Doug Price, John Maurer, Bob Waller, Bill & Barbie Monaghan, Kent Hardel, Gretchen Platz, Ellen Hall, Nanci Hun-

singer, Betty Magoon, Claire Schoening, Moira & Ed, Tyler, Eloise, Rich, Nancy & Mike Schuster, Bill Howerin, Mar-

cia Burton, Gina Clay 
 

For our bishops; Elizabeth Eaton, Bill Gohl 

For the Dean of the Delmarva Conference; Barbara Melosh 

For our staff;  Pastor Tara, Susan Allen, Jordan Irazabal, Louis Jones 

For leaders & congregations of the Delmarva Conference;  

For all pastors and church leaders  

For our country; the United States, leaders and citizens.  

For all of our global neighbors, stricken by the corvid-19virus. 
 

To request or change prayers, please call the church office (302-239-6481) or email the office@gmail.com. 
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