
  

 

 

PRAYER SERVICE  

January 31, 2021 

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER  EPIPHANY 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

God loves you all the time 

And all the time God loves you. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose voice is upon the waters, 

whose mercy is poured out upon all people, 

whose goodness cascades over all creation.  Amen. 

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Holy God, 

you search us and know us. 

You are acquainted with all our ways. 

We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin— 

our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. 

We turn inward, failing to follow 

your outward way of love. 

We distrust those who are not like us. 

We exploit the earth and its resources and fail to consider generations to come. 

Forgive us, gracious God, 

for all we have done and left undone. 

Even before the words are on our tongues,you know them; 

receive them in your divine mercy.  Amen. 
 

How vast is God’s grace! 

Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus, 

our sins are washed away 

and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. 

Indeed, we are forgiven. 

In the wake of God’s forgiveness, 

we are called to be the beloved community 

living out Christ’s justice 

and the Spirit’s reconciling peace.  Amen. 
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HYMN                                             Take, Oh Take Me As I Am                             ELW 814 
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OPENING DIALOGUE 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence and con-

tinually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and speak 

truth to us in our confusion, that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord.  Amen.  

 

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 18:15-20 

 

[Moses said:] 15The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among 

your own people; you shall heed such a prophet. 16This is what you requested of the Lord 

your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: “If I hear the voice of the 

Lord my God any more, or ever again see this great fire, I will die.” 17Then the Lord re-

plied to me: “They are right in what they have said. 18I will raise up for them a prophet 

like you from among their own people; I will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, 

who shall speak to them everything that I command. 19Anyone who does not heed the 

words that the prophet shall speak in my name, I myself will hold accountable. 20But any 

prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes to speak in my name a 

word that I have not commanded the prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.” 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
 

PSALM 111 

 
1Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the Lord with | my whole heart, 

  in the assembly of the upright, in the | congregation. 

 2Great are your | works, O Lord, 

  pondered by all who de- | light in them. 

 3Majesty and splendor | mark your deeds, 

  and your righteousness en- | dures forever. 

 4You cause your wonders to | be remembered; 

  you are gracious and full | of compassion. R 
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 5You give food to | those who fear you, 

  remembering forev- | er your covenant. 

 6You have shown your people the power | of your works 

  in giving them the lands | of the nations. 

 7The works of your hands are faithful- | ness and justice; 

  all of your pre- | cepts are sure. 

 8They stand fast forev- | er and ever, 

  because they are done in | truth and equity. R 

 9You sent redemption to your people and commanded your cove- | nant forever; 

  holy and awesome | is your name. 

 10The fear of the Lord is the begin- | ning of wisdom; 

  all who practice this have a good understanding. God’s praise en- | dures forever. R 

 

SECOND READING:  1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
 

1Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” 

Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 2Anyone who claims to know something does not 

yet have the necessary knowledge; 3but anyone who loves God is known by him. 

  4Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world real-

ly exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” 5Indeed, even though there may be so-called 

gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords—6yet for us 

there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one 

Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist. 

  7It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so accus-

tomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an idol; and 

their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8“Food will not bring us close to God.” We are no 

worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. 9But take care that this liberty of yours 

does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. 10For if others see you, who pos-

sess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, since their conscience is 

weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to idols? 11So by your knowledge 

those weak believers for whom Christ died are destroyed. 12But when you thus sin against 

members of your family, and wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin against 

Christ. 13Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, I will never eat meat, so that I may not 

cause one of them to fall. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL:  Mark 1:21-28 

The holy gospel of Mark beginning at the first chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

21[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the 

synagogue and taught.22They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one 

having authority, and not as the scribes. 23Just then there was in their synagogue a man 

with an unclean spirit, 24and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Naza-

reth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.” 25But Jesus 

rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26And the unclean spirit, convulsing 

him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. 27They were all amazed, and they kept 

on asking one another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even 

the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 28At once his fame began to spread throughout the 

surrounding region of Galilee. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

 

THE MESSAGE  

                           The Reverend David C. Shank 

 

 

PEACE 

The Peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 
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HYMN                                                 Give Thanks                                                      W&P 41 

                        

      

                   

 

 Kyle Fenner, Debbie Fuller, Victoria Fuller, Lynne Luettgen,  Pr. Tara Magoon, Lynda Martinez, 

  Rachel Stewart 
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APOSTLES’ CREED   
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

And he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the 

world, and all people in need. 

A brief silence. 

For all who share the gospel and proclaim freedom in Christ throughout the world: 

prophets, teachers, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders; for the church and its ministries, let 

us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

For all God’s works in creation: plants and animals, water and soil, forests and farms; and 

for those tasked with protecting our natural resources and all that exists, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

For government and leaders: cities and nations, rescue professionals and legal aid attor-

neys, elected officials and grassroots organizers; for all responsible for the well-being of 

civil society, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

For those who suffer in mind, body, or spirit: those who are sick and hospitalized, those 
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living with HIV/AIDS, those struggling with mental illness, those who are hungry or 

homeless, and all in any need (especially); for caregivers, hospice workers, and home 

health aides, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

For the concerns of this congregation: those who travel, those absent from worship, 

those celebrating birthdays or anniversaries; for the people of God in this place and for 

other needs in our community (especially), let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

For the covenant God made with us in the waters of baptism, in thanksgiving for the 

baptized who have died in the Lord, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one 

who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

Offering Prayer 

O God, 

receive these gifts as you receive us: 

like a mother receives her child, with arms open wide. 

Nourish us anew in your tender care, 

and empower us in faithful service 

to tend to others with this same love, 

through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. 

Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER   
       

 Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 

Our Father in heaven,  hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 
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BLESSING  

God the creator strengthen you; 

Jesus the beloved fill you; 

and the Holy Spirit the comforter  ☩ keep you in peace. 

  Amen. 
 

 

DISMISSAL  
 

Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

HYMN                                         Rise, Shine You People                           ELW 665   
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GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Rev. Tara Magoon, Pastor          

Rev. David Wasgatt, Pastor Emeritus 

Jordan Irazabal, Director of Music      

Susan Wells Allen, Office Manager 

Louis Jones, Custodian    

2033 Graves Road, Hockessin, DE 19707     Office: 302-239-6481       

Email: Office@gmail.com     Website: glcde.org 

 

We thank The Reverend David C. Shank, Assistant to the Bishop of the Delaware-Maryland Synod  

for Donor Relations and Development. 

Prayers of the Faithful for Week of January 31 
TODAY we pray for: 

 Diane Kiefer daughter of Margie Betley 

 Connie—mother of Karen Ehemann 

 Ben 

 Family of Nancy Miller—grandson Chase, his parents Julie and Zach and sister Alexa. 

 For all those suffering with Covid-19 

Brian 

Pat Kizuka 

Polly Gillis 

Allen Whitley 

Christina 

Stacy Dambaugh  

Sue, friend of JoAnne Deaton 

Roger Camp 

Krisida Alberto 

- all in our hearts and minds today. 
 

WE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR: 
Louise Ench, Kathy Long, Gener Ernst, Barbara Hewlett, Russ & Joan Snyder, Clare Schoening, Scott; Chris, Den-

ise, Clare Benz and Lynda Martinez, Barbara Lynn Grabher; daughter in law of Erika and Ed Burke, Kyle, Bill 

Smith; step-father of Rebecca Koreck, Lena, Leslie, friend of Diane Teig, Jack Baskow, Claudia and Geof Bromfield, 

Scott & Lia Wycoff, The Fenner family, John Worrell—brother in law of Bill Baur, Mike Goyda, Lis Verbeck, Lois 

Snyder 
 

David & Angie Wasgatt, John Deaton, Joan Sandstorm, Delores Sipe, Doug Price, Bob Waller,  Kent Hardel, 

Gretchen Platz, Ellen Hall, Nanci Hunsinger, Betty Magoon, Claire Schoening, Tyler, Bill Howerin, Marcia Burton, 

Gina Clay 

For our bishops; Elizabeth Eaton, Bill Gohl 

For the Dean of the Delmarva Conference; Barbara Melosh 

For our staff;  Pastor Tara, Susan Allen, Jordan Irazabal, Louis Jones 

For leaders & congregations of the Delmarva Conference;  

For all pastors and church leaders  

For our country; the United States, leaders and citizens.  

For all of our global neighbors, stricken by the corvid-19 virus. 
 

To request a prayer, or update  prayers, please call the church office (302-239-6481)  

or email office@glcde.org. 
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Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89184540007?pwd=VW5Vb25JanJNdjdRK2hkRnZQZVpKdz09 
  
Meeting ID: 891 8454 0007 
Passcode: Connect 
 
One tap mobile 
+19292056099,,89184540007#,,,,*5655226# US (New York) 
+13017158592,,89184540007#,,,,*5655226# US (Washington D.C) 
Dial by your location 
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C) 
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
Meeting ID: 891 8454 0007 
Passcode: 5655226 

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcONF1jp4H 
  

Adult Education Opportunity 
 

The study of 1 Peter “God’s Own People” from the Book of Faith initiative through 

Augsburg Fortress continues this Sunday.  Pastor Tara will be leading the study at 11 AM 

on Sunday mornings.   

You can participate through the “Coffee and Connect” link in this newsletter. Grab your 

coffee and snack and join in the discussion! 

COFFEE & CONNECT 

Every Sunday on Zoom at 10:00AM 

Sunday, February 7 

DRIVE THRU COMMUNION  

10am-12pm in Grace parking lot. 

Wear face masks  
and keep distance  
between cars.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89184540007?pwd=VW5Vb25JanJNdjdRK2hkRnZQZVpKdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcONF1jp4H
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Grace Lutheran Church's Shoebox Float Parade 
 

You're invited to join the virtual parade of Bible stories! This is your chance to transform a shoe-
box into an historic scene depicting one of your favorite stories from the Bible. 
 
Who: Anyone who has a favorite Bible story is invited to decorate a shoebox to be featured in 
the virtual parade.  
 
What: A Shoebox Float Parade of Bible Stories. Step 1: Choose your favorite Bible story 
(keeping it G/PG); Step 2: Decorate your shoebox in a way that symbolizes the story you have 
chosen. Please include the scripture verse somewhere on your float (eg: Genesis 1); Step 3: 
Once your shoebox float is finalized, take 3 pictures of your creation (see below for directions); 
Step 4: Email your shoebox float pictures to Kevin Mackiewicz at kevmackiewicz@gmail.com. 
Also, in your email, please include the names (first and last) of everyone who helped create the 
shoebox float so that we can show your names on-screen during the virtual parade presentation. 
And, provide 1-3 sentences about your shoebox float/favorite Bible story.  
 
Where and When: Please send your pictures to Kevin Mackiewicz 
(kevmackiewicz@gmail.com) by Sunday, February 7th. Once the parade presentation has 
been created, you will receive a link to view the parade online of everyone's shoebox floats.  
 
 
 Directions for emailing your 3 pictures of your shoebox float: Take the pictures of  
 your shoebox float in front of a solid color background (preferably not the same color as 

 your float). One picture should be a side view; the other picture should be a front 
view;  and the last picture should be a close-up view. *Please see below for an example of 
what  a shoebox float looks like (remember though, this is just an example from another   
themed parade. Have fun being creative!). 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
  Side View   Front View       Close-Up View 

                


