PRAYER SERVICE
FEBRUARY 7, 2021—FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
SCOUT SUNDAY

ANNOUNCEMENTS

God loves you all the time
And all the time God loves you.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

whose voice is upon the waters,

whose mercy is poured out upon all people,

whose goodness cascades over all creation. Amen.

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,

you search us and know us.

You are acquainted with all our ways.

We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin—

our own sins and the broken systems that bind us.

We turn inward, failing to follow

your outward way of love.

We distrust those who are not like us.

We exploit the earth and its resources and fail to consider generations to come.
Forgive us, gracious God,

for all we have done and left undone.

Even before the words are on our tongues,you know them;
receive them in your divine mercy. Amen.

How vast is God’s grace!

Through the power and promise of + Christ Jesus,
our sins are washed away

and we are claimed as God’s own beloved.
Indeed, we are forgiven.

In the wake of God’s forgiveness,

we are called to be the beloved community

living out Christ’s justice

and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. Amen.



HYMN O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing ELW 886

n H Il Il
A1 ] —
© o i — P
J — |
1 Oh, for a thou-sand tonguesto sing my great Re-deem - er’s praise,
2 My gra-ciousMas-ter and my God, as - sist me to  pro - claim,
3 The namec of Je - sus charms our fcars and bids our sor - rows ccasc,
4 He speaks,and lis-t'ning to  his voice,new life the dead re - ceive;
0 u
A I
4 |
© ¢ Z
o —————— S~y &
the glo - ries of my God and king, the  tri-umphs of his grace!
to  sprcad through all the carth a- broad thc hon-ors of your name.
sings mu - sic in the sin-ner’s ears, brings life and health and peace.
the mourn - ful, bro-ken hearts re - joice, the  hum-ble poor be - lieve.
5 Look unto him, your Savior own, 6 To God all glory, praisc, and love
O fallen human race! bc now and cver giv'n
Look and be saved through faith alone, by saints bclow and saints above,
be justified by grace! the church in carth and heav’n.
OPENING DIALOGUE

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Everlasting God, you give strength to the weak and power to the faint. Make us agents of
your healing and wholeness, that your good news may be made known to the ends of
your creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 40:21-31
’IHave you not known? Have you not heard?
Has it not been told you from the beginning?
Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth?
22Tt is he who sits above the circle of the earth,
and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers;
who stretches out the heavens like a curtain,
and spreads them like a tent to live in;
»who brings princes to naught,
and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing.

*Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown,
scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth,

when he blows upon them, and they wither,
and the tempest carries them off like stubble.

*To whom then will you compare me,
or who is my equal? says the Holy One.
Lift up your eyes on high and see:
Who created these?
He who brings out their host and numbers them,
calling them all by name;
because he is great in strength,
mighty in power,
not one is missing.

”Why do you say, O Jacob,

and speak, O Israel,
“My way is hidden from the Lorp,

and my right is disregarded by my God”?
*Have you not known? Have you not heard?
The Lorb is the everlasting God,

the Creator of the ends of the earth. ,



He does not faint or grow weary;
his understanding is unsearchable.
»He gives power to the faint,
and strengthens the powerless.
“'Even youths will faint and be weary,
and the young will fall exhausted;
“'but those who wait for the Lorp shall renew their strength,
they shall mount up with wings like eagles,
they shall run and not be weary,
they shall walk and not faint.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 147:1-11, 20c

'Hallelujah! How good it is to sing praises to our God!
How pleasant it is to honor God with praise!
’The Lorp rebuilds Jerusalem,
and gathers the exiles of Israel.
‘The Lorp heals the brokenhearted
and binds up their wounds.
“The Lorp counts the number of the stars
and calls them all by their names.
°Great is our Lorp and mighty in power;
there is no limit to God’s wisdom.
‘The Lorp lifts up the lowly,
but casts the wicked to the ground.
’Sing to the Lorp with thanksgiving;
make music upon the harp to our God,

‘who covers the heavens with clouds
and prepares rain for the earth, making grass to grow upon the mountains.
°God provides food for the cattle
and for the young ravens when they cry.
'God is not impressed by the might of a horse,
and has no pleasure in the speed of a runner,
"but finds pleasure in those who fear the Lorbp,
in those who await God’s steadfast love. Hallelujah!
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SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 9:16-23

It I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an obligation is laid on
me, and woe to me if I do not proclaim the gospel! "For if I do this of my own will, [ have a
reward; but if not of my own will, I am entrusted with a commission. *"What then is my re-
ward? Just this: that in my proclamation I may make the gospel free of charge, so as not to
make full use of my rights in the gospel.

For though I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I
might win more of them. *’To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those
under the law I became as one under the law (though I myself am not under the law) so
that I might win those under the law. *'To those outside the law I became as one outside
the law (though I am not free from God’s law but am under Christ’s law) so that I might
win those outside the law. *’To the weak I became weak, so that I might win the weak. I
have become all things to all people, that I might by all means save some. *’I do it all for the
sake of the gospel, so that I may share in its blessings.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: Mark 1:29-39

The holy gospel of Mark beginning at the first chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

»?As soon as [Jesus and the disciples] left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon
and Andrew, with James and John. *’Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever,
and they told him about her at once. *'He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up.
Then the fever left her, and she began to serve them.

“’That evening, at sunset, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with de-
mons. “And the whole city was gathered around the door. **And he cured many who were
sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would not permit the de-
mons to speak, because they knew him.

“In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted place,
and there he prayed. *’And Simon and his companions hunted for him. “When they found
him, they said to him, “Everyone is searching for you.” **He answered, “Let us go on to the
neighboring towns, so that I may proclaim the message there also; for that is what I came
out to do.” *’And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message in their synagogues
and casting out demons.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

THE MESSAGE

PEACE

The Peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.
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APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

And he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the
world, and all people in need.

A brief silence.

For the church: for ministries of healing and wholeness, for hospital, hospice, and mili-
tary chaplains, for those serving in prison ministry, for all who proclaim freedom and re-
lease in the name of Christ, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.

For creation: for insects in the grass, clouds on the mountaintops, for cattle and the rain-
water they drink, for the humility to take our place among all creatures of the earth, let us
pray. Have mercy, O God.
For the nations: for all who lead in cities and towns, states and countries; for community
organizers, school officials, and CEOs; for international health organizations, that in times
of trial, fear, or hopelessness, they find freedom in service to those most in need, let us
pray. Have mercy, O God.
For all wearied by life’s burdens: for those who are poor, for those lacking supportive re-
lationships, for those crushed by debt, for those struggling with chronic pain or other
sickness, for those exhausted from overwork or stress, and for all who cry out to you
(especially), let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
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For this congregation: for outreach and social ministries centered here (especially); for par-
ish nurses and visitors; for ministries of companionship and support, for the young people
in this place who open us to new understandings, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

In thanksgiving for the faithful departed, who were called by name and now rest from
their labors, that their lives serve as witnesses to the goodness of God, let us pray. Have
mercy, O God.

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one
who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER

O God, receive these gifts as you receive us:

like a mother receives her child, with arms open wide.
Nourish us anew in your tender care,

and empower us in faithful service

to tend to others with this same love,

through Jesus Christ, our saving grace.

Amen.

.DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you

And also with you

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



THE LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING

God the creator strengthen you;

Jesus the beloved fill you;

and the Holy Spirit the comforter * keep you in peace. Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
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Prayers of the Faithful for Week of February 7
TODAY we pray for:

Will Brizendine testing positive for Covid19

Family and Friends of Diane Kiefer, daughter of Margie Betley as they mourn her death
Family of Nancy Miller —grandson Chase, his parents Julie and Zach and sister Alexa.
Brian

Pat Kizuka

Polly Gillis

Allen Whitley

Stacy Dambaugh

Sue, friend of JoAnne Deaton

Roger Camp

Krisida Alberto

For all those suffering with Covid-19

- all in our hearts and minds today.

WE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR:

Louise Ench, Kathy Long, Gener Ernst, Barbara Hewlett, Russ & Joan Snyder, Clare Schoening, Scott; Chris, Denise,
Clare Benz and Lynda Martinez, Barbara Lynn Grabher; daughter in law of Erika and Ed Burke, Kyle, Bill Smith;
step-father of Rebecca Koreck, Lena, Leslie, friend of Diane Teig, Jack Baskow, Claudia and Geof Bromfield, Scott &
Lia Wycoff, The Fenner family, John Worrell —brother in law of Bill Baur, Mike Goyda, Lis Verbeck, Lois Snyder

David & Angie Wasgatt, John Deaton, Joan Sandstorm, Delores Sipe, Doug Price, Bob Waller, Kent Hardel, Gretchen
Platz, Ellen Hall, Nanci Hunsinger, Claire Schoening, Tyler, Bill Howerin, Marcia Burton, Gina Clay

For our bishops; Elizabeth Eaton, Bill Gohl

For the Dean of the Delmarva Conference; Pastor Paige Evers

For our staff; Pastor Tara, Susan Allen, Jordan Irazabal, Louis Jones
For leaders & congregations of the Delmarva Conference;

For all pastors and church leaders

For our country; the United States, leaders and citizens.

For all of our global neighbors, stricken by the corvid-19 virus.

To request a prayer, or update prayers, please call the church office (302-239-6481)
or email office@glcde.org.

-+

Prayer for Scout Sunday
God, our teacher, you graciously provide direction to guide us through Scripture and life. Thank you for
the joy we feel when we do what is right and live according to your ways. We give you thanks this week
for our scouts that are part of this family at Grace. Continue to guide them and their leaders, keep them
safe and healthy, help us all to see you in the miracles everyday and help us to show you to a world in
need. By your Spirit, nurture our growth as individuals and as a congregation. Let our community of faith
readily share with our neighbors the love of your Son, our Savior. Amen. (Psalm 119:1-8)
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COFFEE & CONNECT
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Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89184540007? ’ C ‘ C N
pwd=VW5Vb25JanJNdjdRK2hkRnZQZVpKdz09 | i e
Meeting ID: 891 8454 0007

Passcode: Connect COFFEE & CONNECT

starts at 10:00am on Zoom

Adult Education Opportunity

The study of 1 Peter “God’s Own People” continues at 11:00am —join on the Zoom link
above! Pastor Tara is leading the study. For more information, contact Pastor Tara.

Looking Ahead to Lent:

Lent is almost here. As promised in the season of Advent, we will continue the Bible study
or texts from Handel's Messiah on Wednesdays in Lent at 7PM beginning on February
24th. Stay tuned for the Zoom invitation in future enews to share and listen to

Handel's interpretation of these texts. This study is led by Pastor Tara Magoon, Pastor
Amy Wright, and Mike Meailek.

A MESSAGE FROM CONGREGATIONAL LIFE | —

Congregational Life is planning an Angel display at Grace Lutheran
Church; ’In memoriam” as a way to honor some of those lives that were cut
short by COVID-19.

To all those who have lost their loved ones due to the Coronavirus outbreak:

You are invited to email to durandettas@verizon.net the name/s of those close to you that have been
lost due to Covid-19. We plan to put out the Angel remembrance display in March so please email the
names by Sunday, February 28th.

The displays of names on Angels will help us to share in a “moment of unity and remembrance” and
bring to mind the memories of those who have died of this terrible virus.

Peace and blessings,
Toni Durandetta
Congregational Life Ministry liaison to GLC Council
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