PRAYER SERVICE
MARCH 7, 2021
THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT

ANNOUNCEMENTS

God loves you all the time
And all the time God loves you.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity *+ one God,

the keeper of the covenant,

the source of steadfast love,

our rock and our redeemer.

Amen.

God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ.

Let us return to the one who is full of compassion.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Fountain of living water,

pour out your mercy over us.

Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.

Rebuild what we have ruined

and mend what we have torn.

Wash us in your cleansing flood.

Make us alive in the Spirit

to follow in the way of Jesus,

as healers and restorers of the world you so love.

Amen.

Beloved, God’s word never fails.

The promise rests on grace:

by the saving love of Jesus Christ,

the wisdom and power of God,

your sins are * forgiven, and God remembers them no more.

Journey in the way of Jesus.

Amen.
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OPENING DIALOGUE

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act courageously.
Keep us steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach us the wisdom that comes only
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Exodus 20:1-17

'God spoke all these words:

’I am the Lorp your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house
of slavery; “you shall have no other gods before me.

“You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in
heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. °You
shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the Lorp your God am a jealous God,
punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of
those who reject me, ‘but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those
who love me and keep my commandments.

"You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lorp your God, for the Lorp will
not acquit anyone who misuses his name.

‘Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. “Six days you shall labor and do all your
work. '“But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lorp your God; you shall not do any
work —you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the
alien resident in your towns. ''For in six days the Lorp made heaven and earth, the sea,
and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the Lorp blessed the sabbath
day and consecrated it.

“Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that
the Lorp your God is giving you.

“You shall not murder.

“You shall not commit adultery.

'“You shall not steal.

'“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

"You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife,
or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 19

'The heavens declare the glory of God,
and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork.
’One day tells its tale to another,
and one night imparts knowledge to another.
’Although they have no words or language,
and their voices are not heard,
‘their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of the world,
where God has pitched a tent for the sun.
°It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;
it rejoices like a champion to run its course.
°It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of it
again; nothing is hidden from its burning heat.
"The teaching of the Lorp is perfect and revives the soul;
the testimony of the Lorp is sure and gives wisdom to the simple.
“The statutes of the LorD are just and rejoice the heart;
the commandment of the Lorp is clear and gives light to the eyes.
°The fear of the Lorp is clean and endures forever;
the judgments of the Lorbp are true and righteous altogether.
"More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold,
sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.
"By them also is your servant enlightened,
and in keeping them there is great reward.
’Who can detect one’s own offenses?
Cleanse me from my secret faults.
“Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins;
let them not get dominion over me; then shall I be whole and sound,
and innocent of a great offense.
“Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight,
O Lorp, my strength and my redeemer.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25

'"The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are be-
ing saved it is the power of God. '“For it is written,
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”
“"Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not
God made foolish the wisdom of the world? ?'For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did
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not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclama-
tion, to save those who believe. *’For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, *’but
we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, **but to
those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom
of God. “For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is
stronger than human strength.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: John 2:13-22
The gospel according to St. John the second chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

“The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. '“In the temple he
found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their ta-
bles. "Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and
the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables.
'°He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making my
Father’s house a marketplace!” '"His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for
your house will consume me.” '*The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us
for doing this?” “Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise
it up.” *’The Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six years,
and will you raise it up in three days?” >’But he was speaking of the temple of his body.
»>After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and
they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

THE MESSAGE

PEACE

The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
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Lent 3
Living Water of salvation,

be the fountain of each soul;
springing up in new creation,
flow 1n us and make us whole.

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

And he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.

There is no God before you. Purify the faith of your church, that your people place their
trust in nothing beside you. Your name is holy. Guide your church, that in every situation
your people’s words and actions honor your name. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

The heavens declare your glory. Renew your creation. Provide leaders in the struggle for
clean air and water; protect creatures and crops that rely on healthy ecosystems; give all
people the willingness to repent when our way of life pollutes the earth and skies. Hear us,
O God. Your mercy is great.

Your foolishness is wiser than human wisdom. Fill leaders with the foolishness of your
peace and mercy. Your law defends the vulnerable. Work through legislators, judicial sys-
tems, and systems of law enforcement to protect the wellbeing and freedom of all
(especially). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Your weakness is stronger than human strength. Protect those who are vulnerable and give
courage to all who are suffering (especially). Defend victims of crime and bring redemption
to those who have harmed others. Give sabbath rest to all who labor. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You call us to proclaim Christ crucified. Give clarity to this congregation and our leaders, so
that we might follow Christ beyond our own habits and comfort. Clear out anything in our
common life that would obscure the gospel or that serves our own interests. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

The cross of Christ is your power for all who are being saved. Thank you for (Perpetua, Fe-
licity, and) all the martyrs whose witness reveals the power of the cross. Give us the same
trust in life and in death. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our

Lord. Amen.
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OFFERING PRAYER

Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with
bread from heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from death to life
with Jesus Christ, our savior and Lord.

Amen.

.DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you

And also with you

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



THE LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING

You are what God made you to be:

created in Christ Jesus for good works,

chosen as holy and beloved,

freed to serve your neighbor.

God bless you  that you may be a blessing,

in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. Amen.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #SAS027152.0ne License A-728911. CCLI License 2673109 New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Di-
vision of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by per-
mission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg
Fortress. Used by permission. Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from OnelLi-
cense.net with license A-728911. All rights reserved.
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Prayers for Week of March 7

TODAY we pray for:
Russ and Joan Snyder
Debbie
Bill
Ben
Nancy Miller
Brian
Allen Whitley
Roger Camp
Krisida Alberto

» special thank you and god bless from Jane Levering for all the cards she has received from
her Grace family. The Christmas and birthday cards meant so much!
o all in our hearts and minds today.

WE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR:

Stacy Dambaugh, Pat Kizuka, Polly Gillis, Louise Ench, Kathy Long, Gener Ernst, Barbara Hewlett, Russ &
Joan Snyder, Clare Schoening, Scott; Chris, Denise, Clare Benz and Lynda Martinez, Barbara Lynn Grabher;
daughter in law of Erika and Ed Burke, Kyle, Bill Smith; step-father of Rebecca Koreck, Lena, Leslie, friend of
Diane Teig, Jack Baskow, Claudia and Geof Bromfield, Scott & Lia Wycoff, The Fenner family, John Worrell —
brother in law of Bill Baur, Mike Goyda, Lis Verbeck, Lois Snyder, Connie —mother of Karen Ehemann, Sue

David & Angie Wasgatt, John Deaton, Joan Sandstorm, Delores Sipe, Doug Price, Bob Waller, Kent Hardel,
Gretchen Platz, Ellen Hall, Nanci Hunsinger, Claire Schoening, Tyler, Bill Howerin, Marcia Burton, Gina Clay

For our bishops; Elizabeth Eaton, Bill Gohl

For the Dean of the Delmarva Conference; Pastor Paige Evers

For our staff; Pastor Tara, Susan Allen, Jordan Irazabal, Louis Jones
For leaders & congregations of the Delmarva Conference;

For all pastors and church leaders

For our country; the United States, leaders and citizens.

For all of our global neighbors, stricken by the corvid-19 virus.

To request a prayer, or update prayers, please call the church office (302-239-6481)
or email office@glcde.org.

Lent Week 3

Neighbor to all people, you call us into human communities to serve and be served by one anoth-
er. Open our hearts to the needs of all our neighbors, and teach us to recognize the gifts you have
given each of us to use in service to others. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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COFFEE & CONNECT
Every Sunday on Zoom at 10:00AM

Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/891845400077
pwd=VW5Vb25JanJNdjdRK2hkRnZQZVpKdz09

Meeting ID: 891 8454 0007
Passcode: Connect

One tap mobile
+19292056099,,891845400074,,,,%5655226# US (New York)
+13017158592,,891845400074,,,,%5655226# US (Washington D.C)

Dial by your location COFFEE 8 CONNECT
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York) )
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C) starts at 10:00am on Zoom

+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
Meeting ID: 891 8454 0007
Passcode: 5655226

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcONF1jp4H

(
(
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
(
(

Adult Education Opportunity
Continuing.....

The study of 1 Peter “God’s Own People” from the Book of Faith initiative through
Augsburg Fortress continues this Sunday. Pastor Tara will be leading the study at 11 AM
on Sunday mornings. You can participate through the “Coffee and Connect” link in this
newsletter. Grab your coffee and snack and join in the discussion!
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Join Us For a Live
Hymn Sing|

Sunday, March 14, 2021 ar 10:30 AM

Join us for a hymn sing during the second half of Coffee & Connect!

We are excited to offer a Hymn Sing LIVE during Coffee & Connect
on Sunday, March 14, 2021. The Hymn Sing will begin at 10:30 AM
and will feature your favorite hymns.
Please vote online and please add hymns with the "Other" button as needed!

Or email Jordan Irazabal: jordan.irazabal@gmail.com
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B SAVE THE DATE: s
2021 Golf Classic oty saics

Monday, October 4th, 2021
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This year, LCS is holding our
Annual Golf Classic for Homelessness Prevention
Monday, October 4th
Bidermann Golf Club

This new Fall date, a change from prior years, is to ensure we can all gather safely for a
day of golf, food, and fun!

Corporate foursomes or individual players are available!

Sponsorship opportunities exist for businesses and organizations, large and small. We al-
so offer additional marketing amenities for three other events during the year.

To reserve your space or hear about sponsoring LCS, email Alex Mazzei, Marketing
Communications Coordinator.
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LENT 2021

All worship services will be available all day on our website or Facebook page.
+

Our Midweek Lenten worship series is “Open My Life, Lord” a cooperative series
by Grace, Hope, St. Stephen’s and Bethel Lutheran churches
of the Delmarva North Conference.

Each week we will hear a liturgy and meditation
that invite God to open, lead and dwell within us:
February 24th—Open My Eyes, Lord

March 3rd —Open My Hands, Lord

March 10th—Open My Ears, Lord

March 17th—Open My Heart, Lord

March 24th—Open My Life, Lord

+
As promised in the season of Advent, we will continue the Bible study or texts from
Handel’s Messiah on Wednesdays in Lent at 7PM beginning February 24th.
The study will be available on Zoom.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84338548999?2pwd=bkd6S3NueTdOOTZ6UE1URINqK1pIUT09

Meeting ID: 843 3854 8999
Passcode: 799577
Phone: Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcyc92mflx

\'/ DRIVE THRU Drive thru Communion
! QMWW% Sunday, March 7

70am -12pm
00 ﬁ ﬁ

Grace Parking Lot
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