PRAYER SERVICE FOR SUNDAY, APRIL 18
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ,
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We thank you, risen Christ,

for these waters where you make us new,

leading us from death to life, from tears to joy.

We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth,

like rains to our thirsting earth,

like streams that revive our souls,

like cups of cool water shared with strangers.

Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear.
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.

Send us companions on our journey as we share your life.
Make us one, risen Christ.

Cleanse our hearts.

Shower us with life.

To you be given all praise,

with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God,

now and forever.

Amen.




HYMN Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen! ELW 377
0 ||
Yy D I-;
J
1 Al - le - lu - a! Je - sus 18 18 - en!
2 Walk-ing the wily, Christ  1n the cen - ter
3 Je - sus the vine, we are the branch - es:
4 Weep-ing, be gone; sor - row, be s1 - lent:
5 Cit - y of God, Eas - ter for - cv - Cr,
0 | . | |
y [ Ir; f\' | |
o ’ o
,
Trum - pets re - sound-ing in glo - ri - ous light!
tell - 1ng the sto - 1y to 0 - pen our eyes;
Iafc in the Spir - it the fruit of the tree;
death put a - sun - der, and Eas - ter 18 bright.
gold - cn Je - r1u - sa - lem, Jo - sus the Lamb,
Dbt i
B , —
) |
Splen-dor, the Lamb, hcav - ¢cn for - e¢v - cr!
break - ing our bread, giv - ing us glo - Ty
hcav - ¢n to carth, Christ to the pco - ple,
Cher - u - bim sing: O  grave, be o -  pen!
vy - cr of Iife, saints and arch - an - gels,
01 . . . . .
AT 2 P N ] I
= —" s 2 2 =
-} |
Oh, what a mir - a - cle God  has n sight!
Je - sus our bless - ing, our con - stant sur - prise.
gilt of the fu - turc now flow - ing to me.
Clothe us In won - der, a - dorn us n light.
sing with cre - a - tion to God  the I AM!
n |, Refrain
A = .
Wy U |
NIV ] '
» !
Je - sus 18 rns - en and we  shall a - Tise.
O—bt— : |
G e e - - Z
v ]
Give God  the glo - 1y! Al-lc - lu - ia!




GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

OPENING DIALOGUE

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy

For the peace from above,

and for our salvation,

let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy

For the peace of the whole world,

for the well-being of the Church of God,

and for the unity of all,

let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy

For this holy house,

and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen, Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your children.
Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.



FIRST READING: AcTs 3:12-19

I?[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you
stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk?'*The God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified
his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he
had decided to release him. “But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to
have a murderer given to you, '"and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from
the dead. To this we are witnesses. '°’And by faith in his name, his name itself has made
this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given
him this perfect health in the presence of all of you.

7 And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. '*In
this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah
would suffer. “Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.”

PSALM 4

'Answer me when I call, O God, defender | of my cause;
you set me free when I was in distress; have mercy on me and | hear my prayer.
*You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory;
how long will you love illusions and seek after lies?”
‘Know that the Lorp does wonders for the faithful;
the Lorp will hear me when I call.
‘Tremble, then, and do not sin;
speak to your heart in silence upon your bed.
°Offer the appointed sacrifices,
and put your trust in the Lorbp.
‘Many are saying, “Who will show us any good?”
Let the light of your face shine upon us, O Lorp.
"You have put gladness in my heart,
more than when grain and wine abound.
‘In peace, I will lie down and sleep;
for you alone, O LorD, make me rest secure.



SECOND READING: 1 JOHN 3:1-7

'See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is
what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. “Beloved,
we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is
this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. >And all who
have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.

‘Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. “You know that
he was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. “No one who abides in him
sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known him. “Little children, let no one deceive
you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.




GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks
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GOSPEL.: LUKE 24:36B-48

The Gospel according to St. Luke the twenty-fourth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

“**Jesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with you.” *They
were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. **He said to them,
“Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? *’Look at my hands and
my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones
as you see that I have.” “?/And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his
feet. #*While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have
you anything here to eat?” “They gave him a piece of broiled fish, *’and he took it and ate
in their presence.

“Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with
you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms
must be fulfilled.” ““Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, ‘’and he said
to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the
third day, “and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to
all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. **You are witnesses of these things.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDRENS MESSAGE
MESSAGE

PEACE

The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
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NICENE CREED

Let us profess our faith with the words of the Nicene Creed.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God
who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.

A brief silence.

Living God, in the midst of Easter joy we are still filled with questions and wondering.
Open our hearts and minds as we encounter the scriptures, so that the church embodies re-
pentance and forgiveness in the name of Jesus to all nations. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Creating God, like a master artist you have fashioned the universe out of your love and de-
light. Heal your creation where it is in need of restoration (local concerns for creation may be

named). Provide all the inhabitants of earth a peaceful and sustainable home. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

God of all, the nations hunger and thirst for your righteousness. Many call on you for guid-
ance and strength. Answer their hopes with the peace of Christ and give your lovingkind-
ness to national, state, and local leaders of people. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Healing God, you hear the cries of those in need and answer them in their distress. Grant
to those who are sick and suffering your compassion and nurse them back to health and
wholeness (especially). Be close to the hearts of the lonely. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Loving Parent, you have given us such love that we should be called the children of God.
Reveal yourself to us so that we in this community of faith will become more and more like
you in our mutual love and bold witness. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of all times and ages, those who have died in you now see you as you are. We thank
you for their lives among us (especially). Assure us of the peace you have promised, that we
may join them in everlasting life. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
10



OFFERTORY PRAYER

God of love,

you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table.
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer.

Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world;
for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ.

Amen.

COMMUNION
Communion is received at the very end of the worship service.
The Pastor will come to your seat.
Worshippers are encouraged to receive the bread and wine, to eat and drink,
and leave as you are comfortable.
Elements at in-person worship are wine & juice made with grapes and gluten free bread.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you

And also with you

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,

and in rising has brought us to eternal life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:
11



This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup

we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life

as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

BLESSING

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.

The God of life,

Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,

bless you now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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Prayers for Week of April 18

TODAY we pray for:

Russ and Joan Snyder

Mary —cousin of Mandy Munson
Ron Walker

Ed Nagy

Chris Benz and family

Debbie

Ben

Nancy Miller

Brian

Allen Whitley

Roger Camp

Krisida Alberto

o all in our hearts and minds today.

WE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR:

Stacy Dambaugh; Pat Kizuka; Polly Gillis; Louise Ench, Kathy Long; Gener Ernst, Barbara Hewlett, Scott;
Barbara Lynn Grabher, daughter in law of Erika and Ed Burke; Kyle; Bill Smith, step-father of Rebecca
Koreck; Lena; Leslie, friend of Diane Teig, Jack Baskow; Claudia and Geof Bromfield, Scott & Lia Wycoff;
The Fenner family; John Worrell —brother in law of Bill Baur; Mike Goyda; Lis Verbeck; Lois Snyder;
David & Angie Wasgatt; John Deaton; Joan Sandstorm; Delores Sipe; Doug Price; Bob Waller;

Kent Hardel; Gretchen Platz; Ellen Hall; Nanci Hunsinger, Claire Schoening; Tyler,

Bill Howerin; Marcia Burton; Gina Clay

For our bishops; Elizabeth Eaton, Bill Gohl

For the Dean of the Delmarva Conference; Pastor Paige Evers

For our staff; Pastor Tara, Susan Wells ItAllen, Jordan Irazabal, Louis Jones
For leaders & congregations of the Delmarva Conference

For all pastors and church leaders

For our country; the United States, leaders and citizens.

For all of our global neighbors, stricken by the corvid-19 virus.

To request a prayer, or update prayers, please call the church office (302-239-6481)
or email office@glcde.org.

Grace TOWN HALL MEETING
Sunday, April 25 at 9:00am

on Zoom:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89184540007?pwd=VW5Vb25Jan)JNdjdRK2hkRnZQZVpKdz09

Meeting ID: 891 8454 0007 Passcode: Connect (5655226)
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SAVE THE DATE—VBS 2021

Save the Date: Grace VBS will take place in the evening,
during the week of July 19-23.

While we don't know exactly what Grace VBS will look like this year in the
ongoing challenges of the pandemic, we do know that we can
TRUST JESUS in our Rocky Railways adventure for Pre-K and Elementary
School age kids.

Mark your calendars!

Interested in volunteering this year? Email or text Kevin and Laura
at kevmackiewicz@gmail.com or (302) 545-3731.

Sa'v'e'the Date:
Vacation Bible School
July 19-23
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Grace is worshipping in-person Sunday at 11:00am

As we move into warmer weather, Grace will have a single service outdoors that will be
livestreamed so that folks can worship from home if that is their comfort level. We will be
singing and celebrating Holy Communion at this service. All are welcome to attend.

Please keep in mind that if it is raining, in-person worship will be cancelled and partici-
pants are welcome to watch worship livestreamed via our website (www.glcde.org) or our
Facebook page.

Worshippers are asked to wear a mask; you are also asked to bring your own seating for
the parking lot or the grassy bank across from the portico. Worshippers can bring up the
bulletin on their phones or print a copy to use and limited copies will be available.
Parking in Grace’s lot will be limited, please leave those spots to those who have limited
mobility, however Cooke Elementary school will be opening their bus lot for our use.
(The bus lot can be accessed through Grace’s parking lot.) Registration for this worship
service is not needed but you will be asked to check-in as you arrive and to provide
contact information as needed as this is a requirement of the State of Delaware for contact
tracing purposes if necessary.

I look forward to seeing y’all in worship again.
In Christ, Pastor Tara Magoon
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Adult Ed on Sunday Mornings at 9:30am
Please join us on Sunday at 9:30 AM on Zoom for Adult Ed as we continue with Session 2
Bible Study of Songs of the Faithful: Studies in Psalms.
Session 2 Topic: I have sunk so low.....is there help for me? Psalm 51: 1-10.
Encountering the Grace of God, even in despair,is our greatest gift and source for hopefulness.

e Please note that the 1-hour meeting time has changed to 9:30 AM for the remaining 5
sessions to accommodate attendees who will be joining the Grace Lutheran Church ser-
vice at 11:00 AM in person.

o Also please note that Adult Ed will not meet on April 25t Town Hall meeting date.

Zoom:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89184540007?pwd=VW5Vb25JanJNdjdRK2hkRnZQZVpKdz09
Meeting ID: 891 8454 0007 Passcode: Connect (5655226)




