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Prayer Service for Sunday, October 31, 2021 

Reformation Sunday 
 

 

Grey Scale Print = Leader       Bold Print = Congregation 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

God loves you all the time 

And all the time God loves you. 

 

 Please stand as you are able. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

 In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires 

known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 

and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 

you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left un-

done. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God for-

gives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of 

the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

OPENING DIALOGUE 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy 

For the peace from above,  

and for our salvation,  

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy 

For the peace of the whole world,  

for the well-being of the Church of God,  

and for the unity of all,  

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy 
 

For this holy house,  

and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

 let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen,  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in 

every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your 

word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the 

gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.    

                            Please be seated. 
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FIRST LESSON: Jeremiah 31:31-34 
 

31The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the 

house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with 

their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a 

covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. 33But this is the cov-

enant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put 

my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they 

shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know 

the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the 

Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
 

The word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  

 

PSALM  46 

 1God is our refuge and strength, 

  a very present help in trouble. 

 2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 

  and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 

 3though its waters rage and foam, 

  and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 

 4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

  the holy habitation of the Most High. 

 5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 

  God shall help it at the break of day. 

 6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 

  God speaks, and the earth melts away.  

 7The Lord of hosts is with us; 

  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

 8Come now, regard the works of the Lord, 

  what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 

 9behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 

  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 

 10“Be still, then, and know that I am God; 

  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 

 11The Lord of hosts is with us; 

  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
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SECOND LESSON:  Romans 3:19-28 
 

19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so 

that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 
20For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for 

through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 

  21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested 

by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all 

who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ 

Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through 

faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had 

passed over the sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he 

himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 

  27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, 

but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works 

prescribed by the law. 

he word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  
 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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Please stand as you are able. 

 

GOSPEL:  John 8:31-36 
 

The Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are 

truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 
33They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to 

anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 

  34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to 

sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place 

there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 
Please be seated. 

 

 

 

 

 

CHILDRENS MESSAGE 

 

 

MESSAGE                                                                                               Pastor Tara Magoon 

 

 

PEACE  

The Peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 
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HYMN                                  Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word                   ELW 517 
Please stand on last verse 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

Let us profess our faith with the words of the Apostles Creed. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

And he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Set free from sin and death and nourished by the word of truth, we join in prayer for all 

of God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 

We pray for all who long for a word of truth and for the radical grace that flows from the 

cross. Inspire congregations to freely and boldly proclaim your love for all people with 

persistence and hope. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

We pray for your creation, for mountains, rivers, streams, cities, homesteads, and neigh-

borhoods. Write in our hearts a new love and care for creation. Give us the will to curb 

wasteful habits and to hold accountable those who neglect the vulnerable. Hear us, O 

God. 

Your mercy is great. 

We pray for all who aspire to public office and for all who will vote on Tuesday at local 

polling places (especially). Pour wisdom and understanding upon all who govern so that 

communities of justice and peace may thrive. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

We pray for all who long for healing in mind, body, or spirit (especially). Strengthen hos-

pitals, clinics, counseling centers, nursing homes, and recovery centers to be holy spaces 

of renewal that all might live the abundant life you intend. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

We pray for all who seek to grow in faith and love of you. Guide teaching and learning in 

confirmation, small groups, Sunday school, youth groups, schools, seminaries, and uni-

versities. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We give thanks for all the saints and reformers who have gone before us who dwell in 

your holy habitation (especially). Give us courage through their example to challenge un-

just systems and work toward life-giving reformation. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Confident that you hear us, O God, we boldly place our prayers into your hands; through 

Jesus Christ, our truth and life. 

Amen. 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER  

God of abundance, 

you cause streams to break forth in the desert 

and manna to rain from the heavens. 

Accept the gifts you have first given us. 

Unite them with the offering of our lives 

to nourish the world you love so dearly; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

Amen. 

 
 

DIALOGUE  

 

The Lord be with you 

And also with you 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give God thanks and praise 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

Who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

And by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 With this bread and cup 

we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 

as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died.  Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins as we forgive those who sin against us.    

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.For the kingdom, the pow-

er, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

All who hunger and thirst, come. The table is ready. 
 

         (please be seated) 

 

COMMUNION 
 

Communion will be received at the head of the Sanctuary. Starting with the section 

closest to the sound room and worshippers may make their way to Pastor at the head of 

the Sanctuary and receive the communion elements. Elements at in-person worship are 

wine and juice made with grapes. Please let Pastor know if you require gluten-free bread. 
 

After the elements have been consumed, please replace your face mask. 

 

 COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood 

you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation. 

Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, 

bearing witness to the abundance of your love 

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 

Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
 

People of God,you are Christ’s body,bringing new life to a suffering world. 

The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever. 

 

Amen. 
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Prayers for Week of October 31 
TODAY we pray for: 
 

Bruce Berentsen 

Juergen, Ursula, Frank 

Jim Dadey 

For the Magoon family as they mourn the passing of Doris Forshey  

Barbara, Mark, Carson, Paul 

Julia Knight 

Ed and Erika Burke 

Cleo Loftsgordon 

Chuck Loomis 

Seth Weaver 

 
  

WE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR:  

Angie Wasgatt and family, Ron Walker, Will & Muretta; Gretchen; Linda & Bill; Paul & Judy Freys; 

Gabby Schiavone; Jenny; Claire; Ed Nagy; Debbie, Ben, Nancy Miller; Phil & Marilee Calabrese;  

Mike Goyda; Brian; Allen Whitley; Roger Camp; August; Bob & Louise Ench; Vera Wagenfuhr; Pat 

Kizuka; Polly Gillis; Kathy Long; Gener Ernst;  Scott; Barbara Lynn Grabher; Kyle; Bill Smith; Lena; 

Leslie, Jack Baskow; Claudia and Geof Bromfield, Scott & Lia Wycoff; John Worrell; Lis Verbeck; Lois 

Snyder; John Deaton; Joan Sandstorm; Delores Sipe; Doug Price; Bob Waller;  Kent Hardel; Gretchen 

Platz;  Ellen Hall;  Nanci Hunsinger, Claire Schoening; Tyler, Bill Howerin; Marcia Burton; Gina Clay 

 

For our bishops; Elizabeth Eaton, Bill Gohl 

For the Dean of the Delmarva Conference; Pastor Paige Evers  

For our staff;  Pastor Tara Magoon, Susan Wells Allen, Jordan Irazabal, Louis Jones 

For leaders & congregations of the Delmarva Conference  

For all pastors and church leaders  

For our country; the United States, leaders and citizens.  

 

To request a prayer, or update  prayers, please call the church office (302-239-6481)  

or email office@glcde.org. 

SENDING 

Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 

Thanks be to God.  
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TODAY                             
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR OCTOBER 31, 2021 

 

DAYLIHT SAVINGS TIME 
Don’t forget to set your clocks back for next Sunday, November 7 

 

 

The Sermon for today has the title”Reformation and Freedom”. Pastor is asking 
folks to consider these questions: As we reflect on the reformation and the 
freedom that is given in Christ; what is it that we are freed from? And what is it 
that we are freed for, or freed to do? 

Thank you for your continued support of our congregation, our local ministries, 
our Synod and beyond.  The gifts you offer make a difference in so many differ-
ent forms. 

Today at 9:45, in the Fellowship Hall we will have the chance to hear from our 
own John Auger, the Vice President of our Delaware Maryland Synod as he 
shares what is going on in our Synod right now. 

Next Sunday is All Saints’ Sunday and we remember the saints that we have lost.  
It is a good time to reminisce about those we have lost that we haven’t been 
able to come together and celebrate.  They will be prayed for when we recite 
the saints we have lost in these last months especially during this time of pan-
demic. 
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Grace Lutheran Church 
2033 Graves Road  Hockessin DE  19707   302-239-6481   www.glcde.org 

 

Rev. Tara Magoon, Pastor 

Jordan Irazabal, director of music 

Susan Wells Allen, office manager 

Louis Jones, custodian 

 

Thank you to Mark Maurer and Jay Snyder for playing brass during today’s service. 

8:30AM 

Assisting Minister: Lynne Luettgen 

Greeter: Amy Zunino 

Usher: Larry Matchen 

Reader: Penny Matchen 

Nursery: Laura Mackiewitz, Kevin 

Mackiewitz 

Sound: Jeremy Magoon 

11:00AM 

Assisting Minister: Gerry Teig 

Greeter: Pat Kizuka 

Usher: Walt Lumley 

Reader: Beth Fenner 

Sound:  Rolf Ericksen 

   Counters: Gerry Teig, Sue Eriksen 

God’s Work Our Hands 

Thanksgiving Food for the families of 

 Hilltop Lutheran Neighborhood Center 

 

Grace is collecting food to fill Thanksgiving Day food boxes for needy families in Wilmington that are served by 
the Hilltop Lutheran Neighborhood Center.  

                                      Items needed: 
Turkeys (frozen)  ⬧  Instant mashed potatoes  ⬧  stuffing mix ⬧  canned green beans  canned corn ⬧  canned 

sweet potatoes ⬧  canned cranberry sauce ⬧  brown or white rice 
 canned or jarred gravy ⬧  dinner rolls ⬧  pie crust/filling or non-perishable desserts ⬧  

canned fruit ⬧   seasoning (something that could be used for the holiday meal) 
 

Monetary donations may be made towards purchase of food. Make donations to Grace – indicating it is for 
“Hilltop Thanksgiving”.  

Please advise Jane Foskett if you are making a donation. 
 

Non perishable items can be brought in before or on November 21st. 
Look for the boxes in the narthex for food. 

Turkeys must be brought in on November 21st. 
ALL items should be at Grace by 10:00am on the 21st.  

 The food is boxed up and taken directly to Hilltop that morning.  
 
Thank you for your support of this ministry! 
Contact Amy Zunino or Jane Foskett with questions. 


