PRAYER SERVICE FOR DECEMBER 5, 2021
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

God loves you all the time.
All the time God loves you.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

Gracious One,

Thank you for the promise of peace.
Thank you for moments

where we feel it deep in our hearts.
Teach us to make peace

with our words, with our hands,
for our own place and all places.

Amen.
Light the second candle.

O Come, O Come Emmanuel ELW 257 v 3,4
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who alone does wonders,

who lifts up the lowly,

who fills the hungry with good things.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God for whom we wait,

in the presence of one another,

we confess our sin before you.

We fail in believing that your good news is for us.

We falter in our call to tend your creation.

We find our sense of self in material wealth.

We fear those different from ourselves.

We forget that we are your children and turn away from your love.

Forgive us, Blessed One, and assure us again of your saving grace.
Amen.

God, in Christ Jesus,

has looked with favor upon you!

Through the power of the Holy Spirit, + your sins are forgiven.
You are children of the Most High,

inheritors of the eternal promise,

and recipients of divine mercy.

God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace.

Amen.



HYMN

Prepare the Royal Highway ELW 264
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I Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; the King of kings 1is near!
2 God’s peo - ple, see him com - ing: your own e - ter - nal king!
3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen to greet your prom-ised king!
4 His is  no earth - ly king - dom; it comes from heav’'n a - bove.
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Let ev - ry hill and wval - ley a lev - el road ap - pear!
Palm branch-es strew be - fore him! Spread gar- ments! Shout and  sing!
Your king, yet ev - ry na - tion its trib - ute too may bring.
His  rule is peace and free - dom and jus - tice, truth, and love.
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God’s prom-ise will not faill you! No more shall doubt as - sail you!
All  lands will bow be - fore him; their voic - es join your sing - ing:
So let your praise be sound-ing for kind-ness so a - bound - ing:
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.

In the beginning was the Word,

And the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
In the Word was life,

and the life was the light of all people.

The Word became flesh and lived among us,

and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming give to
all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.




FIRST READING: Malachi 3:1-4

'See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you
seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you de-
light—indeed, he is coming, says the Lorp of hosts. “But who can endure the day of his
coming, and who can stand when he appears?

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers” soap; *he will sit as a refiner and purifier of
silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until
they present offerings to the Lorp in righteousness. “Then the offering of Judah and Jerusa-
lem will be pleasing to the Lorbp as in the days of old and as in former years.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Luke 1:68-79

*“Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel,
you have come to your people and set them free.
““You have raised up for us a mighty Savior,
born of the house of your servant David.
"Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us from our enemies,
“lfrom the hands of all who hate us,
’to show mercy to our forebears,
and to remember your holy covenant.
“This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham:
7“to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
free to worship you without fear,
~holy and righteous before you, all the days of our life.
°And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way,
to give God’s people knowledge of salvation
by the forgiveness of their sins.
’“In the tender compassion of our God
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,
7to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.



SECOND READING: Philippians 1:3-11

’I thank my God every time I remember you, ‘constantly praying with joy in every one
of my prayers for all of you, "because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day
until now. °I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will
bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. "It is right for me to think this way
about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace
with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel.
*For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus.
’And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge
and full insight '°to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you
may be pure and blameless, 'having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes
through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: Luke 3-1-6

The holy gospel of Luke the third chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor
of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Itu-
raea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, *during the high priesthood of An-
nas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. “He
went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins, “as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.
°Every valley shall be filled,
and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight,
and the rough ways made smooth;
%and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.””

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

CHILDRENS MESSAGE

MESSAGE Pastor Tara Magoon

PEACE

The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.



HYMN

There’s a Voice in the Wilderness ELW 255
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APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

And he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn for
God’s presence.

A brief silence.

You send messengers into the world to proclaim the day of your coming. Make our bish-
ops, pastors, deacons, and lay preachers confident in their preaching, that their words and
our lives witness to your grace. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Send your Spirit to all living creatures that are endangered. Provide them with shelter and
care, and bring us into right relationship with the earth that you create and call good. Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Send leaders to our nations, cities, schools, and businesses to work on behalf of those who
have lost parents, spouses, and loved ones; immigrants; the imprisoned; those living in
poverty; and all who are oppressed. Make them bold in their commitments to justice and
reconciliation. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Send your servants to care for those who suffer. Use our ministries and our lives to reach
out with compassion to those who are hungry, oppressed, lonely, or ill (especially). Grant
them healing and wholeness. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Send prophets to speak difficult truths, even when they are poorly received. Embolden
those who ask hard questions and challenge accepted ways. Instill in youth and elders
alike a passion for pointing to Jesus in all things. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

We remember your saints, both those publicly celebrated and those more humbly remem-
bered. Confident that your work will be completed, we live in faith until the day of your
coming. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these prayers
and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus.

Amen.
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OFFERING PRAYER

God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives

to the service of all your people.

Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our
pathway and our peace.

Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,

through whom you will also make all things new

In the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.

Holy one, the beginning and the end, the giver of life....
...let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
With this cup and bread we remember your Word dwelling among us...
...we look with hope for his coming.

Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit..

...bring the gift of peace on earth.

Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours,

Holy One of Israel,

Word of God incarnate,

Power of the Most High,

One God now and forever.

Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.For the kingdom,

the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to Christ’s banquet.
Feast on God’s gift of grace.

(please be seated)

COMMUNION
Communion will be received at the head of the Sanctuary. Starting with the section
closest to the sound room and worshippers may make their way to Pastor at the head of
the Sanctuary and receive the communion elements. Elements at in-person worship are
wine and juice made with grapes. Please let Pastor know if you require gluten-free bread.

After the elements have been consumed, please replace your face mask.
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HYMN DURING COMMUNION

We Come to the Hungry Feast ELW 479
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COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Most High God,

you have come among us at this table.

By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word,
sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all,

through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest.

Amen.

BLESSING

God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom we wait.
Amen.

14



HYMN Hark, the Glad Sound! ELW 239
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SENDING

Go in peace. Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
2033 Graves Road, Hockessin, Delaware 19707
(302) 239-6481
A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

The Rev. Tara Magoon, Pastor
Jordan Irazabal, director of music
Susan Wells Allen, office manager

Louis Jones, custodian

8:30AM 11:00AM
Assisting Minister: Elinor Knodel Assisting Minister: Mark Teasley
Greeter: Jane Foskett Greeter: Jane Teasley
Usher: Jim Foskett Usher: Pat Kizuka
Reader: Peter Tuhy Reader: Karen Baumbach
Nursery: Laura Mackiewicz Sound: Beth Fenner
Kevin Mackiewicz Counters: Jane Foskett, Jane Treasley
Sound: Gerry Teig
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