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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

God loves you all the time.           

All the time God loves you. 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM  (11:00am)                  “Magnificat”                      from Holden Evening Prayer 
   

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH  

 

Generous One, 

Thank you for all of the ways we are loved. 

Thank you for all of the ways we can love. 

Teach us to listen closely to each other,  

and to our world, 

For all of the ways and places love is shared. 
 

Amen. 
The fourth candle is lit. 

O Come, O Come Emmanuel   ELW 257  vs 7, 8 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Service for December 19, 2021 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
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7     O   come,   O    King    of    na-               tions,  come,         O    Cor  -  ner -  stone   that  

8     O   come,   O   come,   Em   man       -       u        el,           and   ran  -   some  cap– tive 

          re  -  store   the    bro    ken,    make               us      new. 

          Un   -til       the    Son   of      God                  ap  -  pear. 

  binds               in     one;    re        fresh   the     hearts that    long                       for      you; 

  Is         -         ra— el,         that    mourns in     lone– ly       ex            -             ile       here 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  

who alone does wonders, 

who lifts up the lowly,  

who fills the hungry with good things. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God for whom we wait, 

in the presence of one another,  

we confess our sin before you. 

We fail in believing that your good news is for us.  

We falter in our call to tend your creation.  

We find our sense of self in material wealth.  

We fear those different from ourselves. 

We forget that we are your children and turn away from your love. 
 

Forgive us, Blessed One, and assure us again of your saving grace. 

Amen. 
 

God, in Christ Jesus,  

has looked with favor upon you! 

Through the power of the Holy Spirit, ☩  your sins are forgiven. 

You are children of the Most High,  

inheritors of the eternal promise, 

and recipients of divine mercy.  

God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. 

Amen. 
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HYMN                                           Savior of the Nations Come                                ELW 263 
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GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

In the beginning was the Word, 

And the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

In the Word was life, 

and the life was the light of all people. 

The Word became flesh and lived among us, 

and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us 

from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always, for you 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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FIRST READING: Micah 5:2-5a 
  

2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 

  who are one of the little clans of Judah, 

 from you shall come forth for me 

  one who is to rule in Israel, 

 whose origin is from of old, 

  from ancient days. 

 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

  when she who is in labor has brought forth; 

 then the rest of his kindred shall return 

  to the people of Israel. 

 4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 

  in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 

 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 

  to the ends of the earth; 

 5aand he shall be the one of peace. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

PSALM: Luke 1:46b-55 
 

46bMy soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 

  47my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

 48for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant. 

  From this day all generations will call me blessed: 

 49you, the Almighty, have done great things for me 

  and holy is your name. 

 50You have mercy on those who fear you, 

  from generation to generation.  

 51You have shown strength with your arm 

  and scattered the proud in their conceit, 

 52casting down the mighty from their thrones 

  and lifting up the lowly. 

 53You have filled the hungry with good things 

  and sent the rich away empty. 

 54You have come to the aid of your servant Israel, 
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  to remember the promise of mercy, 

 55the promise made to our forebears, 

  to Abraham and his chil-dren forever.  

 
 

SECOND READING: Hebrews 10:5-10 
 

5Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,  

 “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 

  but a body you have prepared for me; 

 6in burnt offerings and sin offerings 

  you have taken no pleasure. 

 7Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ 

  (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” 
8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offer-

ings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 9then 

he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish 

the second. 10And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the offering of 

the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL: Luke 1:39-45 
 
 

The holy gospel of Luke the first chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 
40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth 

heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the 

Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and 

blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the mother of 

my Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in 

my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfill-

ment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.  
 

The Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

CHILDRENS MESSAGE 

 

 

MESSAGE                                                                                                  Pastor Tara Magoon 

 

 

PEACE 
 

The Peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 
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HYMN                                                Canticle of the Turning                                      ELW 723 
Please stand as you are able  at the last verse. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED   

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

And he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn for 

God’s presence. 

A brief silence. 

Nurturing God, you give us life and care for our every need. Use the church’s gifts and 

ministries for your service, bringing your word to all who seek your transforming grace. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Creator God, you proclaim your boundless love for all that you have made. Renew barren 

lands, polluted waters, and melting ice caps. Make us servants of your creation that brings 

forth abundant life. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Righteous God, you bring down the mighty and lift up the lowly. Strengthen those who 

seek justice. Bless the work of community organizers, activists, journalists, and all who call 

our attention to imbalances of power. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Compassionate God, you proclaim your love and mercy. Show your lovingkindness to 

teen parents and those who are pregnant. Comfort any struggling with infertility and 

those who await test results, are in treatment and hospice care, and others in need 

(especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Gracious God, you fill the hungry with good things. Bless the feeding ministries of this 

congregation and community. Guide us to share your bounty with those who hunger or 

live in poverty. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Faithful God, you stir up the hearts of those who love you. We give you thanks for those 

who, like Mary, were courageous in their witness (especially). Give us such courage until 

that day when you fulfill all things. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these prayers 

and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 

Amen. 
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OFFERING PRAYER  

God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives 

to the service of all your people. 

Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our 

pathway and our peace. 

Amen. 
 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places  

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,  

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 

through whom you will also make all things new 

In the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 

 

Holy one, the beginning and the end, the giver of life… 

...let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

With this cup and bread we remember your Word dwelling among us… 

...we look with hope for his coming. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit.. 

...bring the gift of peace on earth. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

All praise and glory are yours, 

Holy One of Israel, 

Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, 

One God now and forever. 

Amen. 
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 THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.    

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.For the kingdom,  

the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen 

 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come to Christ’s banquet.    

Feast on God’s gift of grace. 
 

 

(please be seated) 
 

 

 

COMMUNION 

Communion will be received at the head of the Sanctuary. Starting with the section 

closest to the sound room and worshippers may make their way to Pastor at the head of 

the Sanctuary and receive the communion elements. Elements at in-person worship are 

wine and juice made with grapes. Please let Pastor know if you require gluten-free bread. 
 

After the elements have been consumed, please replace your face mask. 
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 HYMN DURING COMMUNION 

                                                Here Is Bread                 ELW 483 
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CHOIR ANTHEM   (8:30am)                  “Magnificat”                     from Holden Evening Prayer 
   

 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen. 

 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Most High God, 

you have come among us at this table. 

By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, 

sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, 

through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 

Amen. 
 
 
 
 

BLESSING 
 

God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in hope by 

the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 

Amen. 
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HYMN                                                  All Earth is Hopeful                                  ELW  266 
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GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2033 Graves Road, Hockessin, Delaware 19707  

(302) 239-6481     

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

The Rev. Tara Magoon, Pastor     

Jordan Irazabal,  director of music      

Susan Wells Allen, office manager      

Louis Jones, custodian 

 

 

 

 

SENDING 
 

Go in peace. Christ is near. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8:30AM 

Assisting Minister: Lynne Luettgen 

Greeter: Bob Howle 

Usher: Mary Howle 

Reader: Audrey Day 

Nursery: Jamie Breslin, Liam Breslin 

Niah Breslin 

Sound: Joe Luettgen 

 

11:00AM 

Assisting Minister: Linda Martinez 

Greeter: Amy Zunino 

Usher: Jay Snyder 

Reader: Pam Adams 

Sound:  Mark Maurer 

   Counters: Bill Brizendine, Lynda Martinez 


