
  

 

Grace Lutheran Church 

December 25, 2021  10:00am 

Nativity of Our Lord 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

God loves you all the time.           

All the time God loves you. 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who sends the word with angels, 

who is made flesh among all peoples, 

and who breathes peace on all the earth. 

Amen. 

In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy God, 

we confess our sin before you. 

We replace compassion with competition. 

We seek what is mighty while ignoring the meek. 

We are quick to anger but slow to forgive. 

We have not put on love in harmony with you. 

Wrap us in the grace of your powerful Word. 

Swaddle our hearts with your peace, 

that all we do, in word or deed, 

may reflect your love born among us. 

Amen. 

 

I bring you good news of great joy for all people: 

God has come among us 

in the child born of Mary, Christ the Lord. 

☩ In Christ your sins are forgiven 

and you are clothed in peace. 

Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN                      O Come, All Ye Faithful                                 ELW 283 
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GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 

 

In the beginning was the Word, 

and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

In the Word was life, 

and the life was the light of all people. 

The Word became flesh and lived among us, 

and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth. 

 

                                                

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our world has 

brightened weary hearts with peace. Call us out of darkness, and empower us to 

proclaim the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
(Please be seated) 
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FIRST LESSON:  Isaiah 62:6-12 
 

6Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, 

  I have posted sentinels; 

 all day and all night 

  they shall never be silent. 

 You who remind the Lord, 

  take no rest, 

 7and give him no rest 

  until he establishes Jerusalem 

  and makes it renowned throughout the earth. 

 8The Lord has sworn by his right hand 

  and by his mighty arm: 

 I will not again give your grain 

  to be food for your enemies, 

 and foreigners shall not drink the wine 

  for which you have labored; 

 9but those who garner it shall eat it 

  and praise the Lord, 

 and those who gather it shall drink it 

  in my holy courts. 

 10Go through, go through the gates, 

  prepare the way for the people; 

 build up, build up the highway, 

  clear it of stones, 

  lift up an ensign over the peoples. 

 11The Lord has proclaimed 

  to the end of the earth: 

 Say to daughter Zion, 

  “See, your salvation comes; 

 his reward is with him, 

  and his recompense before him.” 

 12They shall be called, “The Holy People, 

  The Redeemed of the Lord“; 

 and you shall be called, “Sought Out, 

  A City Not Forsaken.”  

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 97                                                  (read responsively) 

 

  1The Lord reigns; let the | earth rejoice; 

  let the multitude of the | isles be glad. 

 2Clouds and darkness sur- | round the Lord, 

  righteousness and justice are the foundations | of God’s throne. 

 3Fire goes be- | fore the Lord, 

  burning up enemies on | every side. 

 4Lightnings light | up the world; 

  the earth | sees and trembles. 

 5The mountains | melt like wax 

  before the Lord of | all the earth. 

 6The heavens declare your righteous- | ness, O Lord, 

  and all the peoples | see your glory. R 

 7Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight | in false gods! 

  Bow down before the Lord, | all you gods. 

 8Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Ju- | dah rejoice, 

  because of your judg- | ments, O Lord. 

 9For you are the Lord, most high over | all the earth; 

  you are exalted far a- | bove all gods. 

 10You who love the | Lord, hate evil! 

  God guards the lives of the saints and rescues them from the hand | of the wicked. R 

 11Light dawns | for the righteous, 

  and joy for the hon- | est of heart. 

 12Rejoice in the | Lord, you righteous, 

  and give thanks to God’s | holy name. R 

 

SECOND LESSON: Titus 3:4-7 
 

4When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5he saved us, not be-

cause of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, through 

the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. 6This Spirit he poured out on us richly 

through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so that, having been justified by his grace, we might be-

come heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 2:1-20 

 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor 

of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town 

of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 

descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, 

to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the 

time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 

wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place 

for them in the inn.]  

  8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 

flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 

shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be 

afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is 

born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a 

sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 
13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising 

God and saying, 
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 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

         and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

  15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one anoth-

er, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 

made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 

lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them 

about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But 

Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 
Please be seated. 

 

 

CHILDRENS MESSAGE 

 

 

SERMON                                                                                                        Pastor Tara Magoon 

 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 



8 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                Angels We Have Heard on High                                ELW 289 
Please stand at the last verse 
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THE NICENE CREED 

 

Let us confess our faith with the words of the Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 
 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and space, let us 

pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Your Spirit calls your church to rejoice in Christ’s birth. As we gather at the manger, help 

us see your face in all babies needing comfort and care. Equip the church in the nurture 

and encouragement of all children. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

The rocks and streams proclaim your praise. Attune us to the joyful sounds and groaning 

of your creation. Stir us to tend the earth wisely, that the whole earth may dwell in abun-

dance and peace. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Your messengers declare your joy to the world. Embolden leaders and nations to make 

your justice and peace known throughout the earth. Uphold justice advocates and social 

service providers who risk their safety to help others (especially). Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

You choose those regarded as lowly to tell the good news of your love. Pour out your mer-

cy and care on all who are sick, grieving, struggling, and the elderly who live alone 

(especially). Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

You abide with your people in times of trouble. Accompany families and children who 

have nowhere to turn. Strengthen this congregation and local ministries in their care for 

those fleeing danger, abuse, or neglect. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Your grace and mercy extend to all. Give comfort to those who mourn, and assure them of 

the peace you have granted those who have gone before us (especially). Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to you, confi-

dent of your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 

 Gracious God, 

your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. 

As we offer ourselves and these your gifts, 

prepare us to receive the grace and truth 

you offer at this table 

and renew in us the song of your salvation, 

in Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

     

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Holy one, the beginning and the end, the giver of life. 

          Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us… 

           we look with hope for his coming. 

Come Lord Jesus. 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

All praise and glory are yours, 

         Holy One of Israel, 

         Word od God incarnate, 

         Power of the Most High, 

         One God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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LORD'S PRAYER 

 

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

   now and forever. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table 

Come, see what God makes known for you. 
 

(please be seated) 

 

 

COMMUNION 

Communion will be received at the head of the Sanctuary. Starting with the section 

closest to the sound room and worshippers may make their way to Pastor at the head of 

the Sanctuary and receive the communion elements. Elements at in-person worship are 

wine and juice made with grapes. Please let Pastor know if you require gluten-free bread. 
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COMMUNION HYMN                         Love Has Come                                             ELW 292 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, 

God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine. 

As we have shared this feast of love, 

strengthen us to share your love with all the world. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

BLESSING 
 

The God of hope 

fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that we may abound in hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN                               Joy to the World                                                 ELW 267 
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior. 

Thanks be to God. 
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