SEPTEMBER 10, 2023
FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
10:00am
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God loves you all the time.
All the time God loves you.

Please stand as you are able.
Blessed be God,
the one who forms us,
+ Jesus who bears the cross,
the Spirit who makes our joy complete.
Amen.
Let us bow before God in humility,

confessing our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Steadfast and faithful God,

you have revealed the ways of justice,

yet we fail to follow you.

We are overwhelmed

by the world’s violence and suffering.

We are afraid to risk what we have

for the sake of others.

For the harm we have caused,

known and unknown, forgive us.

For the unjust demands we place on others

and your creation, forgive us.

For the ways we turn away

from you and our neighbor, forgive us.

Lead us back to you

and set us on the right path;

in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
Beloved in Christ,

God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding.
God’s compassion is beyond compare.

In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us.
In + Christ, you are already and always forgiven.
Amen.



OPENING HYMN God Has Done Marvelous Things W&P 51
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1 Earth and all  stars! Loud rush - ing plan - ets!
2 Hail, wind, and rain! Loud blow -ing  snow - storm!
3 Trum-pet and pipes! Loud clash -ing cym - bals!
4 En - gines and steel! Loud pound-ing  ham - mers!
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Sing to the Lord a new song!
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Oh, vic - to - ry! Loud shout - ing  ar - my!
Flow - ers and trees! Loud rust - ling dry leaves!
Harp, lute, and lyre! Loud hum - ming cel - los!
Lime - stone and beams! Loud build - ing  work - ers!
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Sing to the Lord a new song!
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God has done mar - vel - ous things. I too, I
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too sing prais - es with a new song!
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God has done mar - vel - ous things. | too, I
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To stanzas
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too  sing prais - es witha new  song!
Last time
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new song! I too sing prais - es with a new song!
5 Classrooms and labs! 6 Knowledge and truth!
Loud boiling test tubes! Loud sounding wisdom!
Sing to the Lord a new song! Sing to the Lord a new song!
Athlete and band! - Daughter and son!
Loud cheering people! Loud praying members!
Sing to the Lord a new song! Sing to the Lord a new song!
Refrain Refrain
GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C  And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

)

P A

'Ei;k & I{ & & P -
J ""‘x.._\___.__,_/’

Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.



HYMN OF PRAISE This is the Feast
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Al-le -lu - 1a, al-le-lu-1a, al -le - lu 1a.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy.
Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is
harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C  Amen.

Refrain

Please be seated



Please be seated.

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 33:7-11

7

So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear
a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. °If I say to the
wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the
wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their
blood I will require at your hand. “But if you warn the wicked to turn from their
ways, and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity,
but you will have saved your life.

'"Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our trans-
gressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how
then can we live?” ''Say to them, As I live, says the Lord Gop, I have no pleasure
in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn
back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will you die, O house of Israel?

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 119:33-40

Read responsively

“Teach me, O Lorp, the way of your statutes,

and I shall keep it to the end.

*Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching;
I shall keep it with all my heart.

“Lead me in the path of your commandments,
for that is my desire.

“’Incline my heart to your decrees
and not to unjust gain.

“’Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood;
give me life in your way.

**Fulfill your promise to your servant,
which is for those who fear you.

“Turn away the reproach that I dread,
because your judgments are good.

““Behold, I long for your commandments;
by your righteousness enliven me.



SECOND LESSON: Romans 13:8-14

“‘Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another
has fulfilled the law. “The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall
not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment,
are summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” '"Love does no
wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.

""Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; *the
night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put
on the armor of light; “let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunk-
enness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. "“In-
stead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its
desires.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Please stand as you are able.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Matthew 18:15-20
The holy gospel of Matthew the eighteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] '*“If another member of the church sins against you, go
and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you,
you have regained that one. '°But if you are not listened to, take one or two others
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along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or
three witnesses. "If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if
the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile
and a tax collector. "*Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. "Again, truly I
tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you
by my Father in heaven. *’For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am
there among them.”

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

MESSAGE Pastor Tara Magoon



HYMN OF THE DAY As We Gather At Your Table ELW 522
Please stand at the last verse.
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APOSTLES’ CREED

A Let us profess our faith with the words of the Apostles” Creed.

C: Ibelieve in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the church, crea-
tion, and the needs of our neighbors.
A brief silence.

Hold us accountable, O God. Show your church where repentance is needed and lead
us in paths of intentional compassion and listening. Help us extend hands of
reconciliation and care, especially in relationships with other Christians and people
of other faiths. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Reveal your miracles to us, O God. Move us to cherish you as we behold the wonders
of creation. Renew the seas and the soil, the forests and the creatures that live in
them. Turn us to ways of living that seek Earth’s thriving. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Inspire us to lead with honor, O God. Guide judges and legislators, police, and gov-
ernment officials to create and uphold just laws. Move us to treat all people with dig-
nity and guide our conversations with one another. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Help us comfort those who suffer, O God. Reassure any who are harmed by the wick-
ed acts of others. Bring peace to all who are vulnerable, frightened, despairing, or
sick Guard their waking and their sleeping. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Awaken us, O God. Challenge and encourage your people to value the vocation to
which each is called. We pray for all discerning new possibilities or changing em-
ployment In all our diverse callings, teach us to love our neighbor above all else.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Be our hope, O God. We remember with thanksgiving your disciples who died in
faith May their trust in your promise be our protection and our hope. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of
our heart, trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus Christ.
Amen.
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PEACE

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C  And also with you.

Please be seated.

OFFERING
Thank you for your support for the ministry of Grace through your worship. To make a
donation to Grace, use this link www.glcde.org or scan the QR code. Look for the “GIVE”
button on the on our website in the upper right corner. You may also make a donation by
placing your gifts in our offering plates located inside both sanctuary doors.
Please stand as you are able.

OFFERTORY
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

A God of power, God of plenty,
all things belong to you.
We bring your gifts to the table,
that all might be fed.
Form us into the body of your Beloved,

Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Jesus invites you to this table,
Come, eat and live.
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Please be seated
COMMUNION é _‘_%
Communion will be received at the head of the Sanctuary.

Starting with the section closest to the sound room and wor-
shippers may make their way to leaders at the head of the Sanctuary
and receive the communion elements.

Elements at worship are wine and juice made with grapes.
Please let leaders know if you require gluten-free bread.
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
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HYMN DURING COMMUNION

I Am the Bread of Life = ELW 485
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Refrain
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HYMN DURING COMMUNION
Ubi Caritas et Amor ELW 642
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HYMN DURING COMMUNION
I Come With Joy  ELW 482
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strang - ers now are friends, and strang - ers now are friends.
live a - mong us here, a - live a - mong us here.
love that makes us one, the love that makes us  one.
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Please stand as you are able.

COMMUNION BLESSING

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.

C  Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Blessed be your name, O God,
for we have feasted on your Word,
Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts.
Strengthened by this food,
send us to gather the world to your banquet,
where none are left out and all are satisfied.

In Jesus’ name we pray.
C  Amen.

BLESSING

P The God of glory,
++ Jesus Christ, name above all names,
and the Spirit who lives in you,

bless you now and forever
C  Amen.

21



SENDING HYMN

Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven

ELW 864
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God of heav - en;
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in God’s pres-ence, face to face.
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Ran-somed, hcaled, re - stored, [or - giv - cn,

cv - cr - more God's prais-cs  sing.

God be praised, the same [for - cv - cr, slow to chide and swift to bless.
but, as mor - tals rise and per - ish, God en-dures un-chang-ing on.
Sun and moon and all cre - a- tion, all who dwell in tume and space.
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Al-le - lu-i1a! Al-le - lu-ia! Prais-es ev-er - last-ing ring!
Al-le - lu-1al Al-le - lu-ia!' Glo-nous 1s God’s faith - ful - ness!
Al-le - lu-1al Al-le - lu-ia! Praise the great E - ter - nal One!
Al-le - lu-1a!l Al-le - lu-ia!' Praise with us the God of grace!
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DISMISSAL
A Goin peace. God is at work in you.
C  Thanks be to God.
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

10:00am
Assisting Minister: Beth Fenner
Greeter: Merrily Schiavone
Ushers: Julie Auger, John Auger
Reader: Bill Brizendine
Sound: Jeremy Magoon
Streamer: Niah Breslin
Nursery: Audrey Day, John Day, Jane Foskett
Refreshments: Pam Aadams, Stacy Dambaugh, Beth Fenner
Counters: Bill Brizendine, Tim Dambaugh

The Chancel Flowers are presented to the Glory of God
by Lynda Martinez in honor of the Benz’s 10th wedding anniversary,
and by Susan Porter in memory of Dave Ferretti.

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
Rev. Tara Magoon, Pastor
Jordan Irazabal, Director of Music
Susan Wells Allen, Office Manager
Louis Jones, Custodian
2033 Graves Road, Hockessin, DE 19707  Office: 302-239-6481
Email: office@glcde.org Website: glcde.org




