SEPTEMBER 17, 2023
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
10:00am
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God loves you all the time.
All the time God loves you.

Please stand as you are able.
Blessed be God,
the one who forms us,
+ Jesus who bears the cross,
the Spirit who makes our joy complete.
Amen.
Let us bow before God in humility,

confessing our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Steadfast and faithful God,

you have revealed the ways of justice,

yet we fail to follow you.

We are overwhelmed

by the world’s violence and suffering.

We are afraid to risk what we have

for the sake of others.

For the harm we have caused,

known and unknown, forgive us.

For the unjust demands we place on others

and your creation, forgive us.

For the ways we turn away

from you and our neighbor, forgive us.

Lead us back to you

and set us on the right path;

in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
Beloved in Christ,

God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding.
God’s compassion is beyond compare.

In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us.
In + Christ, you are already and always forgiven.
Amen.



OPENING HYMN I Choose to Worship DeShazo & Sadler
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GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C  And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.



HYMN OF THE PRAISE

Refrain

This is the Feast
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness.
Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may
delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.
Please be seated
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Please be seated.

FIRST READING: Genesis 50:15-21

“Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph's brothers said, “What if Joseph still
bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to
him?” 1°So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before
he died, '”“Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong
they did in harming you.” Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of
the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. '“Then his brothers
also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” "But Joseph
said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? *’Even though you intend-
ed to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous peo-
ple, as he is doing today. *'So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your
little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 103:1-13

Read responsively
'Bless the Lorp, O my soul,
and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name.
’Bless the Lorp, O my soul,
and forget not all God’s benefits—
‘who forgives all your sins
and heals all your diseases;
‘who redeems your life from the grave
and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy;
*who satisfies your desires with good things
so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s.
°O Lorp, you provide vindication
and justice for all who are oppressed.
“You made known your ways to Moses
and your works to the children of Israel.
‘Lorp, you are full of compassion and mercy,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love;
‘you will not always accuse us,



nor will you keep your anger forever.
"You have not dealt with us according to our sins,

nor repaid us according to our iniquities.
""For as the heavens are high above the earth,

so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you.
12As far as the east is from the west,

so far have you removed our transgressions from us.
"As a father has compassion for his children,

so you have compassion for those who fear you, O Lorp.

SECOND LESSON: Romans 14:1-12

'Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over
opinions. “Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables.
“Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not
pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. “Who are you to pass
judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall.
And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand.

"Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be
alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. “Those who observe the day, ob-
serve it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they
give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give
thanks to God.

’"We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. °If we live, we live to
the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we
die, we are the Lord’s. “For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might
be Lord of both the dead and the living.

'"Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you des-
pise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God.
HFor it is written,

“As Ilive, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,

and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
1250 then, each of us will be accountable to God.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21-35

The holy gospel of Matthew the eighteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

IPeter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against
me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” *’Jesus said to him, “Not
seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.

»“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished
to settle accounts with his slaves. **When he began the reckoning, one who owed
him ten thousand talents was brought to him; *and, as he could not pay, his lord or-
dered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions,
and payment to be made. *°So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have
patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” ”’And out of pity for him, the lord
of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. *’But that same slave, as he
went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and
seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.” *’Then his fellow slave fell
down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.” *'But he
refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt.
“'When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and
they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. **Then his lord sum-
moned him and said to him, “You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because
you pleaded with me. **Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I
had mercy on you?” **And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he
would pay his entire debt. **So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you,
if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ.



Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

MESSAGE Pastor Tara Magoon

Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#SAS027152.0ne License A-728911. CCLI License 2673109 New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Chris-
tian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights re-
served. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permis-
sion.Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from OneLicense.net with license . All rights re-

served.
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HYMN OF THE DAY

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
Please stand as you are able at the last verse.
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APOSTLES’ CREED

A Let us profess our faith with the words of the Apostles” Creed.

C: Ibelieve in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the church, crea-
tion, and the needs of our neighbors.

A brief silence.

We pray for the church. Bless the missions and ministries of diverse congregations,
that they uplift the good news of salvation in ways that can be understood. Merciful
God, receive our prayer.

We pray for creation. Send rain to lands experiencing drought and healing to rivers
clogged with pollution. Enrich the soil for trees and plants. Protect the crops needed
to feed those who hunger. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

We pray for all who govern. Encourage those in positions of power to lead with em-
pathy, practice forgiveness, and care for those who struggle. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We pray for our neighbors who face illness of any kind. For those strained financially;
for all living with chronic pain, mental illness, the disease of addiction, or otherwise
afraid or in harm’s way. Protect all who cry out for mercy (especially). Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We pray for this congregation. Open our hearts to practice intentional invitation.
Help us to forgive each other, practice patience, and choose welcome over judgment.
Move us to care for those in our community seeking refuge and safety. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

We give thanks for the saints who died in faith. Show us how to live faithfully, crea-
tively, and lovingly in your church and world. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of
our heart, trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus Christ.

Amen.
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PEACE

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C  And also with you.

Please be seated.

OFFERING
Thank you for your support for the ministry of Grace through your worship. To make a
donation to Grace, use this link www.glcde.org or scan the QR code. Look for the “GIVE”
button on the on our website in the upper right corner. You may also make a donation by
placing your gifts in our offering plates located inside both sanctuary doors.

ANTHEM Presence of God Althouse

Please stand as upi are able.

OFFERTORY
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

A God of power, God of plenty,
all things belong to you.
We bring your gifts to the table,
that all might be fed.
Form us into the body of your Beloved,

Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Jesus invites you to this table,
Come, eat and live.
All are welcome at the table of the Lord.
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Please be seated

COMMUNION
Communion will be received at the head of the Sanctuary. é | %
Starting with the section closest to the sound room and wor- —

shippers may make their way to leaders at the head of the Sanctuary
and receive the communion elements.
Elements at worship are wine and juice made with grapes.
Please let leaders know if you require gluten-free bread.
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
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HYMN DURING COMMUNION
How Lovely is Your Dwelling Place DeBruyn

Refrain
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1. dwell in you and sing your praise, O God!
2. round ___ them, they go from strength to  strength.
_3. those you love and grant us all we need!
4. in vyour house than wealth and pow'r re - ceive.
5. those who love the Lord, and walk with him.
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HYMN DURING COMMUNION
When We Are Living  ELW 639

0N
,X i,,‘ \
Pues si vi - vi - mos, pa-ra él vi - Vi - mos,
1 When we are liv - ing, it 1s in  Christ Je - sus,
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3 A - cross this wide world, we shall al - ways find . . ..
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we be-long to God, we be-long to God.
we be-long to God, we be-long to God.
we be-long to God, we be-long to God.
2 En la tristezayen el dolor, 3 En este mundo por doquier habra

en la belleza y en el amor,
sea que suframos 0 que gocemos,
somos del Sefor, somos del Sefior.
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Please stand as you are able.

COMMUNION BLESSING

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.

C  Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Blessed be your name, O God,
for we have feasted on your Word,
Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts.
Strengthened by this food,
send us to gather the world to your banquet,
where none are left out and all are satisfied.

In Jesus’ name we pray.
C  Amen.

BLESSING

P The God of glory,
++ Jesus Christ, name above all names,
and the Spirit who lives in you,

bless you now and forever
C  Amen.
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SENDING HYMN Shine, Jesus, Shine ELW 671
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Shine, Je - sus, shine, fill this land with the Fa-ther’s glo - ry;
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blaze, Spir - it, blaze, set our  hearts on fire.
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flood the na - tions with grace and mer - cy;

Flow, riv - er, flow,
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send forth your Word,  Lord, and let there be light!
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1 Lord, the light of your love is shin - ing, in the midst of the
2 As  we gaze on your king - ly bright-ness, so our fac - es dis-
#
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dark - ness, shin - ing;  Je - sus, light of the world, shine up -on us,
play your like - ness, ev - er chang-ing from glo - ry to glo - ry,
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set us free by the truth you now bring us.
mir - rored  here, may our lives tell your sto - ry.
9 | 4 Refrain
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Shine on me, shine on me:
Shine on me, shine on me:
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DISMISSAL

A
C

Go in peace. God is at work in you.
Thanks be to God.
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

10:00am
Assisting Minister: Mark Teasley
Greeter/: Jay Snyder
Ushers: Laura Fickes, Don Bond
Reader: Abhi Yelampalli
Sound: Mark Maurer
Streamer: Aman Yelampalli
Nursery: Matt Grederick, Kristin Frederick, Katie Piazza
Refreshments: Jane Foskett
Counters: Jim Foskett, Jane Teasley

The Chancel Flowers are presented to the Glory of God
by the Dunfee Family
in honor of Kaitlyn’s 18th birthday
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