
  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

P God loves you all the time.           

C All the time God loves you. 

   

      Please stand as you are able. 

P Blessed be God, 

 the one who forms us, 

 ☩ Jesus who bears the cross, 

 the Spirit who makes our joy complete. 

C Amen. 

P Let us bow before God in humility, 

 confessing our sin. 
                       Silence is kept for reflection. 

 Steadfast and faithful God, 

C you have revealed the ways of justice, 

 yet we fail to follow you. 

 We are overwhelmed 

 by the world’s violence and suffering. 

 We are afraid to risk what we have 

 for the sake of others. 

 For the harm we have caused, 

 known and unknown, forgive us. 

 For the unjust demands we place on others 

 and your creation, forgive us. 

 For the ways we turn away 

 from you and our neighbor, forgive us. 

 Lead us back to you 

 and set us on the right path; 

 in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

P Beloved in Christ, 

 God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. 

 God’s compassion is beyond compare. 

 In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. 

 In ☩ Christ, you are already and always forgiven. 

C Amen. 

OCTOBER 1, 2023 
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

10:00am 
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 OPENING HYMN               Wonderful Merciful Savior             Rodgers & Wyse      
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KYRIE 

GREETING 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

 the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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 HYMN OF THE PRAISE                  This is the Feast 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P  God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your 

 grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us 

 in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
Please be seated 
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FIRST READING  Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
 

1The word of the Lord came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating this proverb 

concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the chil-

dren’s teeth are set on edge”? 3As I live, says the Lord God, this proverb shall no 

more be used by you in Israel. 4Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as 

well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die. 

 25Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my 

way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26When the righteous turn away from 

their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that 

they have committed they shall die. 27Again, when the wicked turn away from the 

wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save 

their life. 28Because they considered and turned away from all the transgressions that 

they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. 29Yet the house of Israel 

says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not 

your ways that are unfair? 

 30Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, 

says the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity 

will be your ruin. 31Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have com-

mitted against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you 

die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord 

God. Turn, then, and live. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
 

PSALM  25:1-9 
                                                              Read responsively 

 1To you, O Lord, 

  I lift up my soul. 

 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 

  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

 3Let none who look to you be put to shame; 

  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 

 4Show me your ways, O Lord, 

  and teach me your paths.  

 5Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
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  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 

 6Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, 

  for they are from everlasting. 

 7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 

  remember me according to your steadfast love  

        and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord. 

 8You are gracious and upright, O Lord; 

  therefore you teach sinners in your way. 

 9You lead the lowly in justice 

  and teach the lowly your way. 

 

SECOND LESSON: Philippians 2:1-13 
 

1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing 

in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same 

mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from 

selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 
4Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the 

same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

 6who, though he was in the form of God, 

  did not regard equality with God 

  as something to be exploited, 

 7but emptied himself, 

  taking the form of a slave, 

  being born in human likeness. 

 And being found in human form, 

  8he humbled himself 

  and became obedient to the point of death— 

  even death on a cross. 

 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 

  and gave him the name 

  that is above every name, 

 10so that at the name of Jesus 

  every knee should bend, 

  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

 11and every tongue should confess 

  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

  to the glory of God the Father. 
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 12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my pres-

ence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear 

and trembling; 13for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to 

work for his good pleasure. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
Please stand as you are able. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      

GOSPEL:  Matthew 21:23-32 

 

The holy gospel of Matthew the twenty-first chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 

came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these 

things, and who gave you this authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you 

one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I 

do these things. 25Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human 

origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to 

us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are 

afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We 

do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am 

doing these things. 

 28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go 

and work in the vineyard today.’ 29He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his 

mind and went. 30The father went to the second and said the same; and he an-

swered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?” 

They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the 
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HYMN OF THE DAY      Lord, Keep Us Steadfast In Your Word                     ELW 517 
    Please stand as you are able at the last verse. 

prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For John came to you in 

the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the 

prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds 

and believe him.” 

The Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please be seated. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

MESSAGE                                                                                           
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

A Let us profess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
 

C:   I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the church, crea-

tion, and the needs of our neighbors. 

A brief silence. 
 

We put our trust in you as we pray for the church. Give bishops, pastors, deacons, 

and teachers the gifts of wisdom and discernment. Be with them in bold truth and 

faithful witness. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Lead us in your truth as we pray for creation. Empower us to look to the interests of 

others as we make choices that impact the environment. Summon us to be advocates 

for healthy waterways, habitats, and air. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Lead us in justice as we pray for those in government, the military, and other posi-

tions of authority (local and national leaders may be named). Give them humble and 

willing hearts, looking to the needs of others. We pray also for our enemies.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Trusting your goodness, we pray for all caregivers and people who are sick or 

suffering in any way (especially). Give them encouragement and consolation in your 

presence. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Teach us your paths as we pray for this congregation. Be at work in us and unite us 

in your love as we labor together for the sake of the gospel. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

We give thanks for all the saints who died secure in the knowledge of salvation. 

Keep us fearless in our faith and certain of your resurrection. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of 

our heart, trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
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PEACE 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
                                                                Please be seated. 

OFFERING 
Thank you for your support for the ministry of Grace through your worship.   To make a  

donation to Grace, use this link www.glcde.org or scan the QR code.  Look for the “GIVE” 

button on the  on our website in the upper right corner.  You may also make a donation by 

placing your gifts in our offering plates located inside both sanctuary doors. 

Please stand as you are able. 

OFFERTORY                                         

 

 

 

 

 

ANTHEM                                                 Mighty To Save                                  Fielding/Morgan 
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BLESSING 
 

P The God of glory, 

 ☩ Jesus Christ, name above all names, 

 and the Spirit who lives in you, 

 bless you now and forever  

C Amen. 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A God of power, God of plenty, 

 all things belong to you. 

 We bring your gifts to the table, 

 that all might be fed. 

 Form us into the body of your Beloved, 

 Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C Amen. 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C  Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen 



15 

 SENDING HYMN                   Sing a New Song                                         W&P 125 
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DISMISSAL 
 

A Go in peace.  God is at work in you.  

C Thanks be to God. 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS  

10:00am 
Assisting Minister: Nancy Goyda 

Presider: Tim Dambaugh 

Greeter/: Jay Snyder 

Ushers: Stacy Dambaugh 

Reader: Audrey Day 

Sound:  Mark Maurer 

Streamer:  

Nursery: Jane Foskett, Annecie Schlegel, Devon Schlegel 

Refreshments: Pam Adams, Stacy Dambaugh, Jane Foskett 

Counters: Bill Brizendine, Tim Dambaugh 

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Rev. Tara Magoon, Pastor          

Jordan Irazabal, Director of Music      

Susan Wells Allen, Office Manager 

Louis Jones, Custodian    

2033 Graves Road, Hockessin, DE 19707     Office: 302-239-6481       

Email: office@glcde.org   Website: glcde.org 

 

The Chancel Flowers are presented to the Glory of God  

by Susan Porter. 


