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GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2023 

MORNING PRAYER  

8:00AM 

 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

P God loves you all the time. 

C All the time God loves you. 

 
Please stand as you are able. 

P God has given us the ministry of reconciliation. 

 Therefore, let us be reconciled to God and to one another. 
Silence for reflection and self examination. 

 

P Gracious God, 

C have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins,  

 known and unknown, things done and left undone.  Uphold us  

 by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of   

 life, to the honor and glory of your holy name; through  

 Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

P The almighty and merciful ☩ Lord grant us pardon, forgiveness,   

 and remission of all our sins. 

C Amen 
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HYMN                               My Song is Love Unknown                                     LBW 94  
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READINGS 
 

      Philippians 3:4b-14 
 

[Paul writes:] 4bIf anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have 

more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the 

tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to 

zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 

 7Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of 

Christ. 8More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing 

value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of 

all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and be 

found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, 

but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based 

on faith. 10I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the 

sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 11if somehow I may 

attain the resurrection from the dead. 

 12Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I 

press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Be-

loved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: 

forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press 

on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 
 

P The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

OPENING DIALOG 

P You are the treasured people of the Lord, 

C a people holy to the Lord our God. 

P Keep the words of the Lord in your heart; teach them to your children. 

C Talk about them when you are at home and when you are away,   

 when you lie down and when you rise. 

P One does not live by bread alone, 

C but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. 
Please be seated. 
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    Matthew 21:33-46 
 

[Jesus said to the people:] 33“Listen to another parable. There was a land-

owner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in 

it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another 

country. 34When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the ten-

ants to collect his produce. 35But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, 

killed another, and stoned another. 36Again he sent other slaves, more than 

the first; and they treated them in the same way. 37Finally he sent his son to 

them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38But when the tenants saw the 

son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get 

his inheritance.’ 39So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and 

killed him. 40Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do 

to those tenants?” 41They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a mis-

erable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the 

produce at the harvest time.” 

 42Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:  

 ‘The stone that the builders rejected 

  has become the cornerstone; 

 this was the Lord’s doing, 

  and it is amazing in our eyes’? 
43Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you 

and given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. 44The one 

who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on 

whom it falls.” 

 45When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they real-

ized that he was speaking about them. 46They wanted to arrest him, but 

they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet. 
 

P The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

MESSAGE 
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GOSPEL CANTICLE RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
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THE PRAYERS 

 

P Show us your mercy, O Lord, 

C and grant us your salvation. 

P Clothe your ministers with righteousness. 

C Let your people sing with joy. 

P Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 

C for only in you can we live in safety. 

P Lord, keep this nation under your care, 

C and guide us in the way of justice and truth. 

P Let your way be known upon earth; 

C your saving health among all nations. 

P Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten, 

C nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

P Create in us clean hearts, O God, 

C and sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

P Lord, we pray for those who are hurting in mind, body, or spirit, 

C Give them the healing, wholeness, and comfort of your presence. 

P We give thanks to you, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ your dear 

 Son, that you have protected us through the night from all danger and 

 harm. We ask you to preserve and keep us, this day also, from all sin 

 and evil, that in all our thoughts, words, and deeds we may serve and 

 please you. Into your hands we commend our bodies and souls and all 

 that is ours. Let your holy angels have charge of us, that the wicked one 

 have no power over us. 

C Amen 

 

P The Lord be with you 

C And also with you 

P Lift up your heart 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
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HOLY COMMUNION 
 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,  

  and gave thanks;  broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for  

 all to drink, saying: 

  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and    

 for all people for the forgiveness of sin.   

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

 your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

  now and forever. Amen. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in 

 his grace.   

C Amen. 
 

P O God, for our redemption you gave your only Son to suffer death on the 

 cross, and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power   

 of death. Make us die every day to sin so that we may rise to live with 

 Christ forever; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one   

 God, now and forever.       

C   Amen. 
 

P Almighty God bless us,+ and direct our days and our deeds in peace.     

C         Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN                    My Lord of Light                              ELW 832 
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P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

BLESSING 
 

P The God of glory,☩ Jesus Christ, name above all names, 

 and the Spirit who lives in you, bless you now and forever. 

C Amen. 


