
  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

P God loves you all the time.           

C All the time God loves you. 
 

 PRELUDE                                             Aurelia                                      arr. Walter L Pelz 

                                Grace Brass 
                                                                                                                                                                                Please stand as you are able. 

P Blessed be God, 

 the one who forms us, 

 ☩ Jesus who bears the cross, 

 the Spirit who makes our joy complete.      C Amen. 

P Let us bow before God in humility, 

 confessing our sin. 
                       Silence is kept for reflection. 

 Steadfast and faithful God, 

C you have revealed the ways of justice, 

 yet we fail to follow you. 

 We are overwhelmed 

 by the world’s violence and suffering. 

 We are afraid to risk what we have 

 for the sake of others. 

 For the harm we have caused, 

 known and unknown, forgive us. 

 For the unjust demands we place on others 

 and your creation, forgive us. 

 For the ways we turn away 

 from you and our neighbor, forgive us. 

 Lead us back to you 

 and set us on the right path; 

 in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

P Beloved in Christ, 

 God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. 

 God’s compassion is beyond compare. 

 In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. 

 In ☩ Christ, you are already and always forgiven.       C Amen. 

OCTOBER 29, 2023 
REFORMATION SUNDAY 
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OPENING HYMN            A Mighty Fortress is Our God                       ELW 504 
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KYRIE 

GREETING 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

 the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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 HYMN OF THE PRAISE                  This is the Feast 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P  Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the 

 church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep 

 them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend 

 them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving 

 peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

 and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Please be seated 
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Please be seated. 

 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34 
31The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with 

the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I 

made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the 

land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the 

Lord. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those 

days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their 

hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they 

teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know 

me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniq-

uity, and remember their sin no more. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 
 

PSALM 46                     
Read responsively 

  1God is our refuge and strength, 

  a very present help in trouble. 

 2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 

  and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 

 3though its waters rage and foam, 

  and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 

 4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

  the holy habitation of the Most High. 

 5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 

  God shall help it at the break of day. 

 6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 

  God speaks, and the earth melts away.  

 7The Lord of hosts is with us; 

  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

 8Come now, regard the works of the Lord, 

  what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 



7 

 
 9behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 

  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 

 10“Be still, then, and know that I am God; 

  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 

 11The Lord of hosts is with us; 

  the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  

. 
  

SECOND LESSON: Romans 3:19-28 

19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, 

so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable 

to God. 20For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by 

the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 

 21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is 

attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Je-

sus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and 

fall short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through 

the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of 

atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteous-

ness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously com-

mitted; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he 

justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 

 27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? 

No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from 

works prescribed by the law. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      

Please stand as you are able. 

 

GOSPEL:  John 8:31-36 

The holy gospel of John the 8th chapter. 
 

31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you 

are truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you 

free.” 33They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been 

slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 

 34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a 

slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son 

has a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

 

Please be seated. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

 

MESSAGE                                                                                          Pastor Tara Magoon 
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HYMN OF THE DAY         Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word               ELW 517 

          Please stand as you are able at the last verse. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

A Let us profess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
 

C:   I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Trusting in the transformative power of God’s loving Spirit, let us pray for the 

church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

God our parent, you call us your children and have made us siblings through your 

son Jesus. Heal the church’s many divisions, bring understanding and peace where 

there has been contention and strife, and unite us in one body through the love of 

Christ. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

God our creator, your hands have made the heights of the mountains, the depths of 

the sea, and the life that animates all creation. Bring relief to areas harmed by wild-

fires, floods, storms, and human carelessness (especially). Renew the face of the 

earth. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

God our ruler, the nations rage and the kingdoms shake, but your word stands fast 

forever. Let your justice and peace roll down like waters wherever there is strife, 

injustice, war, or religious conflict (especially). God of grace, hear our prayer. 

God our champion, you are our refuge and strength, a very present help in times of 

trouble. Draw near to all who suffer (especially). Be their rest and comfort. God of 

grace, hear our prayer. 

God our reformer, you make all things new. Free us from complacency, open us to 

unexpected ways, and kindle zeal in us for the future. We pray for young people 

affirming their baptism. With them, stir in us a desire for your wisdom. God of 

grace, hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God our savior, you made yourself known in the lives of all who have died in the 

hope of your grace. We give thanks for the witness of reformers like Martin Luther 

and for all whose example has brought us closer to you. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Gracious God, into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your unending love and amazing grace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 
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PEACE 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
                                                                Please be seated. 

OFFERING 
Thank you for your support for the ministry of Grace through your worship.   To make a  

donation to Grace, use this link www.glcde.org or scan the QR code.  Look for the “GIVE” 

button on the  on our website in the upper right corner.  You may also make a donation by 

placing your gifts in our offering plates located inside both sanctuary doors. 

Please stand as you are able. 

OFFERTORY                                         

 

 

 

 

 

ANTHEM                    You Are Holy (Prince of Peace)                          Michael W. Smith      

                        Grace Sunday School & Choir 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A God of power, God of plenty, 

 all things belong to you. 

 We bring your gifts to the table, 

 that all might be fed. 

 Form us into the body of your Beloved, 

 Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C Amen. 
 

 

 THE GREAT THANKSGIVING     

P It is right, our duty and our joy...we praise your name and join your unending 

 hymn:….. 
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P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

 who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

 who preached good news to the poor, 

 and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

 

  In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 

  Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

 we await his coming in glory. 
 

  Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

 and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

 the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

 to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

 be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C  Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P Jesus invites you to this table, 

 Come, eat and live. 

All are welcome at the table of the Lord. 
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   Please be seated 

COMMUNION 

Communion will be received at the head of the Sanctuary.  

Starting with the section closest to the sound room and wor-

shippers may make their way to leaders at the head of the Sanctuary 

and receive the communion elements.  

Elements at worship are wine and juice made with grapes. 

Please let leaders know if you require gluten-free bread. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 
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 HYMN DURING COMMUNION 

                                     Christ is Made the Sure Foundation   ELW 645 
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HYMN DURING COMMUNIO 

                                        You Satisfy the Hungry Heart      ELW 484 
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 HYMN DURING COMMUNION 

                                                I Received the Living God      ELW 477 
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BLESSING 
 

P The God of glory, 

 ☩ Jesus Christ, name above all names, 

 and the Spirit who lives in you, 

 bless you now and forever  

C Amen. 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

 his grace. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

A Blessed be your name, O God, 

 for we have feasted on your Word, 

 Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts. 

 Strengthened by this food, 

 send us to gather the world to your banquet, 

 where none are left out and all are satisfied. 

 In Jesus’ name we pray. 

C Amen. 
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 SENDING HYMN                 The Church’s One Foundation                            ELW 654 



22 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

A Go in peace.  God is at work in you.  

C Thanks be to God. 
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REFORMATION 
 
Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in  
order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news 
of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-transforming work. 
Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that Christians will 
unite more fully in worship and mission.  
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 WORSHIP ASSISTANTS  

10:00am 
Assisting Minister: Toni Durandetta 

Greeter: Bob Howle 

Ushers: Mary Howle, Larry Matchen 

Reader: Penny Matchen 

Sound:  Gerry Teig 

Streamer: Niah Breslin 

Nursery: Audrey Day, John Day, Jamie Breslin 

Refreshments: Jane Foskett, Rolf Eriksen 

Counters: Gerry Teig, Sue Eriksen 

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Rev. Tara Magoon, Pastor          

Jordan Irazabal, Director of Music      

Susan Wells Allen, Office Manager 

Louis Jones, Custodian    

2033 Graves Road, Hockessin, DE 19707     Office: 302-239-6481       

Email: office@glcde.org   Website: glcde.org 

 

The Chancel Flowers are presented to the Glory of God  

by Sandy Betley. 


