SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION A

DECEMBER 3, 2023
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT e
10:00AM
ANNOUNCEMENTS f #‘», p;::i& ey ’3

P God loves you all the time. FIRST SUNDAY °F.7€d(m

C All the time God loves you.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
Light the first candle.
P Praise to you, O God, our salvation who is near.
You hold us in our waiting and keep us awake to the world. You show up in our lives at
unexpected times. Bless us as we light this candle to keep vigil for your arrival.

We trust that even though we do not know the day or the hour, you hurry to gather
all people to your peace.

C Amen.
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Please stand as you are able.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who opens the heavens and draws near to us with salvation.
C Amen.

P God is patient and merciful, desiring all to come to repentance.
Trusting this promise of grace, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Everlasting God,
C you love justice and you hate wrongdoing.
We confess the fear, greed, and self-centeredness
that make us reluctant to work against oppression.
We are complicit in systems of exploitation.
We choose comfort over courage.
We are careless with creation’s bounty.
Look upon us with mercy.
Turn our hearts again to you.
Make us glad to do your will and to walk in your ways
for the sake of our waiting world.
Amen.

P Hear these words of assurance:
God clothes you with garments of salvation
and covers you with robes of righteousness.
In the tender compassion of = Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven. God’s covenant is eternal, and God’s blessing rests upon us all.

C Amen.



HYMN Fling Wide the Door ELW 259
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GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer
2 Have mer-cy on us, Chrsl, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin  and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new lile may be - gin.

Re - new us with your sav-ing pow'r; cre - ate  in us new hearts!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Let us pray.
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from
the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salva
tion, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
C Amen



FIRST READING: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-19, 21:1-6

!When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him, "I
am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And I will make my covenant between
me and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous." ’Then Abram fell on his face; and God
said to him, +"As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude
of nations. °No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have
made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. °I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I
will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. I will establish my covenant between
me and you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting cove-
nant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. >God said to Abraham, "As for Sarai
your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. '°I will bless her, and moreo-
ver [ will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peo-
ples shall come from her." "Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said to himself,
"Can a child be born to a man who is a hundred years old? Can Sarah, who is ninety years old,
bear a child?" 8And Abraham said to God, "O that Ishmael might live in your sight!" °God said,
"No, but your wife Sarah shall bear you a son, and you shall name him Isaac. I will establish my
covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his offspring after him.

'The LORD dealt with Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did for Sarah as he had prom-

ised. 2Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the time of which God had
spoken to him. 3Abraham gave the name Isaac to his son whom Sarah bore him. “‘And Abraham
circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had commanded him. >Abraham
was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. ®Now Sarah said, "God has
brought laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh with me."

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: 80:1-7,17-19

'Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock;
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.
’In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh,
stir up your strength and come to help us.
“Restore us, O God;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
‘O Lorp God of hosts,
how long will your anger fume when your people pray?
°You have fed them with the bread of tears;
you have given them bowls of tears to drink.

°You have made us the derision of our neighbors,
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and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
’Restore us, O God of hosts;

let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
"Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand,

the one you have made so strong for yourself.
'*And so will we never turn away from you;

give us life, that we may call upon your name.
“Restore us, O Lorp God of hosts;

let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 1:3-9

‘Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

‘I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given
you in Christ Jesus, “for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and
knowledge of every kind —‘just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among
you—’so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord
Jesus Christ. “He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day
of our Lord Jesus Christ. °God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: Mark 13:24-37
The holy gospel of Mark the thirteenth chapter.

[Jesus said:] **“In those days, after that suffering,
the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light,
»and the stars will be falling from heaven,
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.
*Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds” with great power and glory. Then he
will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to
the ends of heaven.

**From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its
leaves, you know that summer is near. >’So also, when you see these things taking place, you
know that he is near, at the very gates. **Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until
all these things have taken place. *'Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not
pass away.

2“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but on-
ly the Father. “Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. *It is like a
man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his
work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. **Therefore, keep awake —for you do
not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cock-
crow, or at dawn, *°or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. *’And what I say to
you I say to all: Keep awake.”

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

CHILDRENS MESSAGE

MESSAGE “adapted from Louise Waller”
Bill Brizendine



HYMN OF THE DAY My Lord What a Morning ELW 438
Please stand as you are able at the last verse.
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NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

With hope and expectation, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who await
God’s day of restoration.

A brief silence.

Call your church into holy fellowship as we await the restoration of all things. Reenergize your
faithful people to live with hope and compassion, especially those who serve as missionaries near
and far. Center us on your promise to come among us and make all things new. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

All creation signals your presence, O God: the vastness of the cosmos, the turn of the seasons,
and living things that both rest and flourish. Rekindle our commitment to care for the earth. Mer-
ciful God,

receive our prayer.

Let the nations tremble at your holy presence, that justice and liberation prevail in all corners of
the earth. Restore peace to nations in conflict, teach righteousness to corrupt leaders and systems,
and bring stability to areas facing uncertain futures. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Enrich the spirits of all who feel hopeless, fearful, or despairing. Stay close to those who await
healing or relief (especially). Deliver all in any need. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Be with those who keep awake at night: nurses working overnight shifts, caregivers of newborns
and aging adults, stargazers, those who are anxious, or those who are traveling. Reveal to all that
the dark can be a place of calm and comfort filled with your presence. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

You have sent out your angels and gathered your faithful people from every time and place, call-
ing them into one fellowship of saints. Bless the witness of those who dwell in your eternal pres-
ence (especially Francis Xavier, whom we commemorate today). Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Listen to these and all our prayers, O God of hosts, and restore us with your great and everlasting
mercy.

Amen.
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PEACE

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C  And also with you.

OFFERING

Thank you so much for your support of Grace ministry through your worship.
If you wish to make a donation to Grace, you can follow this link www.glcde.org or scan the QR code to
make a donation on our website through the “GIVE” button in the upper right corner. You can also make
a donation by placing your gift in our offering plates located inside both sanctuary doors.

ANTHEM Prepare the Way Evans/Nuzum
OFFERTORY Sanctuary Thompson/Scruggs
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

P God our provider,
by your merciful hand
abundance springs up from the earth.
Receive and bless these gifts of your own bounty.
Let them be a sign of your steadfast love
and faithfulness for all people,
through Jesus Christ our Savior.

C Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

it is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets” hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,

the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying;:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

C Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
P With this bread and cup
we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.
C Come Lord Jesus.
P Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us. Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people. Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth.
C Come, Holy Spirit.
P All praise and glory are yours.
Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High,
on God, now and forever.
C Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,

the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen
13



INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P In this meal, righteousness and peace meet together.
Come, take your place at the table.
All are welcome at the table of the Lord.

Please be seated.

COMMUNION
Communion will be received at the head of the Sanctuary. Starting with
the section closest to the sound room and worshippers may make their
way to Pastor at the head of the Sanctuary and receive the communion el-
& ements. Elements at in-person worship are red wine and white grape juice.
Please let Pastor know if you require gluten-free bread.

LAMB OF GOD
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I O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
O Lamb of God, you  bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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3 O Lamb of God, you  bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-lercd death our  lives (o save: have mer-cy now, wc pray.
you sct us frece from gult and grave: have mer-cy now, wc pray.
¢ - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your pecacc,wc pray.

14



HYMN DURING COMMUNION

Give Thanks W&P 41
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HYMN DURING COMMUNION
We Come to the Hungry Feast ELW 479
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HYMN DURING COMMUNION
O Bread of Life From Heaven ELW 480
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COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

P

C

Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
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P Generous God,
in bread and cup you have revealed your glory
for all people to see together.
Nourished by this meal, send us out to proclaim
your good news of liberation and release,
brought to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior.
C Amen.
BLESSING
P The God of peace bless you, the love of Christ sustain you in hope,
and the anointing of the Spirit * remain upon you now and forever.
C Amen.
SENDING HYMN The King Shall Come ELW 260
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DISMISSAL

P
C

Go in peace. Keep watch for the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

Assisting Minister: Lynda Martinez
Greeter: Diane Frederick
Ushers: Tom Frederick, Jay Snyder
Reader: Nancy Goyda
Sound: Mark Maurer
Streamer: Paul Warren
Nursery: Audrey Day, John Day
Counters: Jim Foskett, Amy Zunino
Refreshments: Jane Foskett

The chancel flowers are presented today to the glory of God
by Beth Fenner.
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