
  

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

P God loves you all the time.           

C All the time God loves you. 

   
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH  

 

Light the third candle. 
 

P Praise to you, O God, who holds our joy and sorrow. 

You bring water to parched ground and life out of death.  Bless us as this light grows, and 

send sorrow and sighing to flee away.  Give us strength and patience, trusting that you are 

true to your promises.  Transform the lives of all who suffer with your wonders near at 

hand.   
 

C Amen. 

O Come, O Come Emmanuel   ELW 257  v 5,6 

 

 

 

 

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION  

DECEMBER 17, 2023 

Third Sunday of Advent 

10:00am 

5 O   come,   O    Key     of       Da-              vid,  come,        and     op-   en      wide  our  

6 O   come,   O   Day- spring,  come              and cheer,         O      Son   of        jus-  tice,    

        and     close    the   path    to       mis-                  er–    y 

      and    death’s dark  sha-   dow    put                   to    flight. 

  heav’nly                home;    make safe      the  way      that   le -             ads       on     high, 

 now               draw  near.      Dis- perse    the   gloo-    my      clouds                   of      night, 



2 

 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who opens the heavens and draws near to us with salvation. 

C Amen. 

 

P God is patient and merciful, desiring all to come to repentance. 

Trusting this promise of grace, let us confess our sin. 

     Silence is kept for reflection. 
 Everlasting God, 

C you love justice and you hate wrongdoing. 

We confess the fear, greed, and self-centeredness 

that make us reluctant to work against oppression. 

We are complicit in systems of exploitation. 

We choose comfort over courage. 

We are careless with creation’s bounty. 

Look upon us with mercy. 

Turn our hearts again to you. 

Make us glad to do your will and to walk in your ways 

for the sake of our waiting world. 

Amen. 
 

P Hear these words of assurance: 

God clothes you with garments of salvation 

and covers you with robes of righteousness. 

In the tender compassion of ☩ Jesus Christ, 

your sins are forgiven.  God’s covenant is eternal, and God’s blessing rests upon us all. 

C Amen. 
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HYMN                                      Awake, Awake and Greet the New Morn                       ELW 242 
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GREETING 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

 Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 

 
KYRIE 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P  The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. 

 Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the words of your 

 prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your light; through Jesus Christ, 

 our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

 forever. 

C Amen 
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FIRST READING: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
 

1The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 

  because the Lord has anointed me; 

 he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 

  to bind up the brokenhearted, 

 to proclaim liberty to the captives, 

  and release to the prisoners; 

 2to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, 

  and the day of vengeance of our God; 

  to comfort all who mourn; 

 3to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 

  to give them a garland instead of ashes, 

 the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 

  the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 

 They will be called oaks of righteousness, 

  the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. 

 4They shall build up the ancient ruins, 

  they shall raise up the former devastations; 

 they shall repair the ruined cities, 

  the devastations of many generations. 

 8For I the Lord love justice, 

  I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 

 I will faithfully give them their recompense, 

  and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 

 9Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 

  and their offspring among the peoples; 

 all who see them shall acknowledge 

  that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed. 

 10I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 

  my whole being shall exult in my God; 

 for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 

  he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

 as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 

  and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

 11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 

  and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 

 so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 

  to spring up before all the nations. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: 126 
 

1When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 

  then were we like those who dream. 

 2Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy. 

  Then they said among the nations, “The Lord has done great things for them.” 

 3The Lord has done great things for us, 

  and we are glad indeed. 

 4Restore our fortunes, O Lord, 

  like the watercourses of the Negeb.  

 5Those who sowed with tears 

  will reap with songs of joy. 

 6Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, 

  will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.  

 

SECOND READING:  1 Thessalonians 5: 16-24 
 

16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will 

of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise the words of 

prophets, 21but test everything; hold fast to what is good; 22abstain from every form of evil. 

 23May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and 

body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The one who calls 

you is faithful, and he will do this. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL: Luke 2:25-35 
 

The holy gospel of Luke the second chapter. 

25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and de-

vout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26It had 

been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the 

Lord's Messiah. 27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents 

brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 28Simeon took him 

in his arms and praised God, saying, 

 29"Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 

 according to your word; 

 30for my eyes have seen your salvation, 

 31which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles 

 and for glory to your people Israel." 
33And the child's father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 34Then Sim-

eon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, "This child is destined for the falling and the ris-

ing of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35so that the inner thoughts of many 

will be revealed — and a sword will pierce your own soul too."  

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

 

 

 

Please be seated. 

 
CHILDRENS MESSAGE 

 

 

 

 

MESSAGE                                                                                           “adapted from Louise Waller” 

                               Gerry Teig 
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HYMN OF THE DAY               I Want to Walk As A Child of the Light                            ELW 815 
    Please stand as you are able at the last verse. 
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NICENE CREED 

 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

With hope and expectation, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who await 

God’s day of restoration. 

A brief silence. 

Fill our mouths with laughter and our tongues with shouts of joy as we bear witness to the 

great things you have done. Give your church a spirit of gladness as we gather and as we are 

sent. Merciful God,  receive our prayer. 

Let the trees of the field sing your praise. Protect forests, orchards, rainforests, and all wooded 

areas from disease and deforestation. Keep us grateful for their gifts of oxygen, food, shade, and 

shelter. Merciful God,  receive our prayer. 

You love justice and promise your favor to those who are oppressed, brokenhearted, and incar-

cerated. Grant wisdom and compassion to those who work for public safety and all who work 

within prisons, jails, and courts, that mercy may increase and violence wither away. Merciful 

God, receive our prayer. 

Give us strength to pray for our world without ceasing and provoke us toward love and good 

deeds for all who are in need. Provide for all without adequate housing, food, employment, or 

access to health care. Empower us as helpers and advocates.   Merciful God,   

receive our prayer. 

 

Open our hearts to those who serve as truth-tellers in our church and in our society. Bless lead-

ers in church and society in their task of proclamation. Amplify voices of peacemakers, advo-

cates, and especially those whose voices are ignored or marginalized. Merciful God,  receive 

our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

With gratitude we rejoice in the saints, who witnessed to your life in all circumstances, in whom 

your Spirit was not quenched, even in death. Through them, teach us always to hold fast to 

what is good. Merciful God,  receive our prayer. 

 

Listen to these and all our prayers, O God of hosts, and restore us with your great and everlast-

ing mercy. 

Amen. 
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PEACE 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

 
OFFERING 

 
Thank you so much for your support of Grace ministry through your worship.   

If you wish to make a donation to Grace, you can follow this link www.glcde.org or scan the QR code to 

make a donation on our website through the “GIVE” button in the upper right corner.  You can also make  

a donation by placing your gift in our offering plates located inside both sanctuary doors. 

OFFERTORY                                         Sanctuary                                     Thompson/Scruggs 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  

A God our provider, 

by your merciful hand 

abundance springs up from the earth. 

Receive and bless these gifts of your own bounty. 

Let them be a sign of your steadfast love 

and faithfulness for all people, 

through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C Amen. 

 

 
 

ANTHEM                                          O Come to Us, Emmanuel                                             J Martin 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

 

P  it is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places  

 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,  

 through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

 You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 

 through whom you will also make all things new 

 in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 

 And so, with all the choirs of angels,  

 with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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P Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

 Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

 Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

 Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

 Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

 Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

 Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

 the Word made flesh. 
 

  In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C Christ has died. 

 Christ is risen. 

 Christ will come again. 
 

P  With this bread and cup  

we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. 

 We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

 We look with hope for his coming. 

C Come Lord Jesus. 
 

P Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

 Come among us. Bless this meal. 

 May your Word take flesh in us. 

 Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. 

 Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

C Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

P All praise and glory are yours. 

 Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High,  

 on God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 

those who sin against us.   Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For 

the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P In this meal, righteousness and peace meet together. 

 Come, take your place at the table. 

 All are welcome at the table of the Lord. 

 
 

Please be seated. 

 
 COMMUNION 

Communion will be received at the head of the Sanctuary. Starting with the section 

closest to the sound room and worshippers may make their way to Pastor at the 

head of the Sanctuary and receive the communion elements. Elements at in-person 

worship are red wine and white grape juice. Please let Pastor know if you require 

gluten-free bread. 
 

 
LAMB OF GOD 
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HYMN DURING COMMUNION 

                                                         As the Grains of Wheat      ELW 465    

 

He Came Down      ELW 253 
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HYMN DURING COMMUNION 

 

All Earth is Hopeful       ELW 266 
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COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

 strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

A Generous God, 

 in bread and cup you have revealed your glory 

 for all people to see together. 

 Nourished by this meal, send us out to proclaim 

 your good news of liberation and release, 

 brought to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 
 

BLESSING 
 

P The God of peace bless you, the love of Christ sustain you in hope,  

and the anointing of the Spirit ☩ remain upon you now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN                                       People Look East                                            ELW 248                    

DISMISSAL 
 

P Go in peace. Keep watch for the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 
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The chancel flowers are presented today to the glory of God 

by the Luettgens in honor of Joe’s birthday. 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS  

Assisting Minister: Linda Martinez 

Greeter: Jane Teasley 

Ushers: Mark Teasley, Larry Matchen 

Reader: Ahbi Yelampalli 

Sound:  Mark Maurer 

Streamer: Aman Yelampalli 

Nursery: Laura Markiewictz, Kevin Mackiewicz 

Counters: Jane Teasley, Jim Foskett 

Refreshment Set-up: Pam Adams 

Refreshment Clean-up: Jane Foskett 

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Rev. Tara Magoon, Pastor          

Jordan Irazabal, Director of Music      

Susan Wells Allen, Office Manager 

Louis Jones, Custodian    

2033 Graves Road, Hockessin, DE 19707     Office: 302-239-6481       

Email: office@glcde.org   Website: glcde.org 


