December 24, 2023
The Nativity of Our Lord
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CHRISTMAS PROCLAMATION

A long time ago when God created the heavens and the earth
and God made humankind in God’s own image.
Long after the great flood in which Noah was saved
and God made the rainbow as a sign of God’s promise.
After the promise was given to Abraham and Sarah
that they would be the descendants of many nations.
After Moses led the people of Israel into the promised land
and Miriam, his sister danced in freedom.
After while after the time of Ruth and the judges
and still after David was anointed as king.
At just the right time, in just the right place,
while the world was at peace, Jesus Christ was born

to make the world a holy place and be God with us.
This is the night of Jesus birth, Emmanuel, God is with us.



PRELUDE The Virgin’s Slumber Song Max Reger
Elinor Tuhy, soloist

Please stand as you are able

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P Blessed be the holy Trinity + one God,

the Word made flesh,
our life and our salvation.
C Amen.
P Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior,

let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God of life,
C you promise good news of great joy for all people,
and call us to be messengers of your peace.
We confess that too often we hoard our joy,
our resources, and our security.
We nurture conflict and build barriers.
We neglect the needs of our neighbors
and ignore the groaning of creation.
Have mercy on us.
Where we are self-centered, open our hearts.
Where we are reluctant, give us courage.
Where we are cynical, restore our trust.
Renew us with your grace
and give us again the hope of eternal life in you.
Amen.

P Hear the good news:
We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises
through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
In +F Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed.
Sing with joy, for all the ends of the earth
shall know the salvation of God.
C Amen.



OPENING HYMN O Come, All Ye Faithful ELW 283
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

In the beginning was the Word,

and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
In the Word was life,

and the life was the light of all people.

The Word became flesh and lived among us,

and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

p
C
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the
true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’
presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Please be seated



FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 9:2-7

“The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
“You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
‘For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
°For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
°For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
"His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lorp of hosts will do this.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 96

'Sing to the LorD a new song;
sing to the Lorp, all the earth.

’Sing to the Lorp, bless the name of the Lorp;
proclaim God’s salvation from day to day.

‘Declare God’s glory among the nations
and God’s wonders among all peoples.

‘For great is the Lorp and greatly to be praised,
more to be feared than all gods.

°As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols;
but you, O Lorp, have made the heavens.

*Majesty and magnificence are in your presence;
power and splendor are in your sanctuary.

’Ascribe to the Lorp, you families of the peoples,
ascribe to the Lorp honor and power.

“Ascribe to the Lorp the honor due the holy name;
bring offerings and enter the courts of the Lorp.

"Worship the Lorp in the beauty of holiness;
tremble before the Lorp, all the earth.

''Tell it out among the nations: “The Lorp is king!
The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved
will judge the peoples with equity.”

''Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;
let the sea thunder and all that is in it;
let the field be joyful and all that is therein.

“Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your coming, O Lorp,
for you come to judge the earth.

“You will judge the world with righteousness
and the peoples with your truth.



SECOND LESSON: Titus 2:11-14

"The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, '“training us to renounce
impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-
controlled, upright, and godly, “while we wait for the blessed hope and the mani-
festation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. “He it is who gave
himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a
people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: Luke 2:1-20

The holy gospel according to Saint Luke, the second chapter..
Glory to you, O Lord.

'In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should
be registered. “This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was
governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. ‘Joseph also went
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem,
because he was descended from the house and family of David. “He went to be reg-
istered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. “While
they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. “And she gave birth to
her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, be-
cause there was no place for them in the inn.

‘In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night. °“Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. '"But the angel said to them, “Do
not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:
''to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.
?This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and ly-
ing in a manger.” "And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heav-
enly host, praising God and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he
favors!”

"When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which
the Lord has made known to us.” '®So they went with haste and found Mary and Jo-
seph, and the child lying in the manger. "When they saw this, they made known
what had been told them about this child; '*and all who heard it were amazed at
what the shepherds told them. “But Mary treasured all these words and pondered
them in her heart. *’The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they
had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE Pastor Tara Magoon



HYMN OF THE DAY

Angels We Have Heard on High

ELW 289
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NICENE CREED

A Let us confess our faith with the words of the Nicene Creed
C We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in God’s good news of great joy for all people, we offer our prayers for ourselves,

our neighbors, and the world God loves.
A brief silence.

Glory to you, God, for the song of the angels, proclaiming to the world Christ’s holy birth.
Give your church a joyful song to sing, that we bring the good news of peace and salvation

to all people. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Glory to you, God, for the stars that shine in the depth of the night. Provoke awe in our
hearts at the expansive mystery of the cosmos. Open us to find beauty in the clear darkness

of night and in the first glimmers of dawn. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Glory to you, God, for the child born to us who establishes a kingdom of justice and right-
eousness. Break bonds of oppression, bring reconciliation to warring lands, and establish

peace from this time onward and forevermore. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Glory to you, God, for Mary’s loving care. Lead us to tend to one another in time of need.
Share the comfort of your presence with all people tonight who are alone or separated from

loved ones due to estrangement, incarceration, or illness. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Glory to you, God, for the faithfulness of the shepherds in their vocation. Grant rest to any
who feel exhausted from their work during this season: retail and restaurant workers,
church musicians, administrative staff, and clergy, organizers of charitable-giving events,

and service workers doing essential tasks. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

Glory to you, God, for the multitude of the heavenly host. We rejoice in the zeal of all your
saints who have witnessed the appearing of your grace, and who reveal to us your salvation

for all. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Abide with us, O God of mercy, and receive our prayers according to your abundant grace.

Amen.
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PEACE

P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C  And also with you.
All share a sign of peace and reconciliation.
Please be seated.

OFFERING

Thank you so much for your support of Grace ministry through your worship.

If you wish to make a donation to Grace, you can follow this link www.glcde.org or scan the
OR code to make a donation on our website through the “GIVE” button in the upper right
corner. You can also make a donation by placing your gift in our offering plates located inside
both sanctuary doors.

ANTHEM Night of Wonder Williams/McKibben
OFFERTORY
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true; With thanks - giv-ing, T'll be a liv-ing sanc-tu-ar-y for You.
OFFERTORY PRAYER

A God of abundance,
Receive and bless these gifts we have offered.
join our hearts with the song of the angels,
and gather us at your table of celebration.
Strengthen us to share with all the world
the abundance of your grace upon grace.

poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh.
C  Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh

you have opened the eyes of faith

to a new and radiant vision of your glory,

that, beholding the God made visible,

we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets” hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,

the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying;:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup

we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.

We look with hope for his coming.

Come Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit.

Come among us. Bless this meal.

May your Word take flesh in us.

Awaken your people. Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth.

Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours. 14
Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High,



LORD’S PRAYER

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Glory to God in the highest! Come to the table of peace.
All are welcome at the table of the Lord.
Please be seated.

COMMUNION
Communion will be received at the head of the Sanctuary. Starting with the section closest to
the sound room and worshippers may make their way to Pastor at the head of the Sanctuary and
receive the communion elements. Elements at worship are red wine and white grape juice. Please
let Pastor know if you require gluten-free bread

LAMB OF GOD
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1 O Lamb of God, you becar the sin  of all the world a - way;

b

O  Lamb of God, you bear the sin  of all the world a - way;

3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you sct us frece  from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, wc pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.



COMMUNION HYMNS

Once In David’s Royal City ELW 269
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I Oncein roy-al Da - vid's cit -y stood a low-ly cat - tle shed,
2 He came down to earth from heav-en who 1s God and Lord of all,
3 And our eyes at last shall see him,through his own re-deem-ing love;
4 Not in that poor low - ly sta-ble, with the ox - en stand-ing by,
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we shall see him; but in heav - en, set at God's right hand on high;
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What Child Is This ELW 275

[}
F AT

\ |

[

k.
{am 1y

T

—— S

: =

S is fias

T

1 What child 1s this, who, laid to restt on Mar-y's lap 15 slecp-ing?
2 Why lies he in such meancs-tate  where ox and ass arc feed - ing?
3 So  bring him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; come, peas-ant, king, to own him.
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This, this 1s  Christ the king, whom shep-herds guard and  an - gels sing;
Nails, spear shall picrce him through, the cross be borne for me, for you;
Raise, ra1se  the song on high, the vir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
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It Came Upon A Midnight Clear ELW 282
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1 It came up-on the mid-nightclear, that glo - rious song of old,
2 Sull through the c¢lo - ven skies they come with peace-ful wings un - [urled,
3 And you, be - neath life’scrush-ing load, whose forms are bend -ing  low,
4 For lo! The days arc  has-Uning on, by  proph-cts scen ol old,
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rom an - gels bend - ing ncar the carth 1o touch their harps ol gold:
and still their heav'n-ly  mu - sic floats o'er all the wea - ry  world.
who toil  a - long the climb-ing way with pain-ful steps and slow:
when with the ev - er - cir - cling years shall come the time fore - told,
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“Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heav'n’s all - gra - cious king.”
A - bove is sad and low - ly plains they bend on hov - ring wing,
look now, for glad and gold-cn hours come swift - ly on the wing;
when peace shall o - wver all  the carth its  an - cient splen-dors fling,
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The world in sol - emn still-ness lay to hecar the an - gels sing.
and c¢v - cr o'cr its  ba - bel sounds the bless-ed an - gels  sing.
oh, rest be-side the wea-ry road and hear the an - gels sing!
and all the world give back the song which now the an - gels sing.
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Love Has Come

ELW 292
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I Love has come— a  light in the dark - ness! Love shines forth in the
2 Love i1s bomn! Come, share in the won - der. Love is God now a -
3 Love has come and nev- er will leave us! Love is life ev-er-
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Beth-le - hem skies. See, all heav-en has come to pro - claim it
sleep in the hay. See the glow in the eyes of his moth - er;
last - ing and free.  Love is  Je-sus with -in and a - mong us.
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hear how their song of joy a - ris - es: Love! Love!  Born un-to
what is the name her heart 1is say -ing? Love! Love!  Love is the
Love is the peace our hearts are seek-ing. Love! Love!  Love is the
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you, a Sav - ior! Love! Love!
name she whis - pers; Love!  Love!
gift ~of Christ-mas. Love!  Love!
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Glo-ry to God on
Je - sus, Im-man-u -
Praise to you, God on
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Please stand as you are able.

COMMUNION BLESSING

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A God our redeemer,
you have fed us at this table
with gifts of grace, truth, and life.
As you have gathered us in joy,
send us forth as messengers of your peace.
Make us shine with the good news of your glory,
born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord
C Amen.
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THE GOSPEL OF THE INCARNATE FROM JOHN 1

The pastor lights a candle which symbolizes Christ, the Light of the world
of whom John's gospel speaks.

P In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.
C  He was with God in the beginning.

The Assisting minister lights their candle from the pastor. This light is shared with the
congregation to light their candles. The lighted candle remains upright, but others
tilt to receive the light of Christ.

P Through him all things were made;

without him nothing was made that has been made.

In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind.
The light shines in the darkness,

and the darkness has not overcome it.

<N
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Silent Night ELW 281
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Stil - le Nacht, hei - li-ge  Nacht! Al - les  schlift,
1 Si - lent night, ho - 1y night! All is calm,
2 Si lent night, ho - 1y night! Shep - herds quake
3 Si - lent night, ho - ly night! Son of God,
-
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ein - sam wacht nur das trau - te, hoch - hei - li - ge Paar.
all is  bright round yon vir - gin moth - er and child.
at the sight; glo - ries stream from heav -en a - far,
love’s pure light ra - diant beams from your ho-ly face,
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Hol - der Kna - be im Ilok - ki-gen Haar, schliaf in  himm - li- scher
Ho - ly In - fant, so ten - der and mild, sleep in heav - en-ly
heav’n-ly hosts. . .sing, al - le - lu - ia! Christ, the Sav - ior, is
with the dawn of re - deem - ing grace, Je - sus, Lord, at your
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Ruh, schlaf in himm - li - scher Ruh.
peace, sleep in heav - en-ly peace.
born! Christ, the Sav - ior, is born!
birth, Je - sus, Lord, at your birth.
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BLESSING
P

God bless you and keep you, * Jesus grant you grace and truth,

and the Spirit send peace upon your hearts, now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN

Joy to the World

ELW 267

1
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth re -

z Joy to  the carth, the Sav - ior reigns! Lct all their

3 No more let sin and sor - row grow nor thorns n -

4 He rules the world with (ruth and grace and  makes the
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ceive  her  king; let cv - 'ty heart prc - parc him
songs cm - ploy, while ficlds and floods, rocks, hills, and
feut the ground; he comes  to make his bless - ngs
na - tions prove the glo - ries of his righ - teous -
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room and heav'’n and na - ture sing, and heav’n and na - ture
plains rec - peat the sound-ing joy, rec - peal the sound-ing
flow far as  the curse is found, far as  the curse is
ncss and won-ders of his love, and won-ders of  his
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and heav'n and na - ture sing. and
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sing, and heav'n, and heav'n and na - ture sing.
Joy, rc - peal, rc - pcat the sound - g Joy.
found, far as, far as the curse is found.
love, an won - ders, won - ders of his love,
— N g = - J
- 1 — !
i |‘ ¥, i k ?
T r 1 5 r T
heav'n and na - ture sing.




DISMISSAL

A Christ the Savior is born!
Go in peace. Proclaim this good news.
C  Thanks be to God.
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