
1 
 

Grace Lutheran Church 

Hockessin, DE 
 

 

 

 

The Resurrection of Our Lord 

March 31, 2024 
  



2 
 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

+ ANNOUNCEMENTS + 

 

P God loves you all the time 

C All the time God loves you. 

 

+ THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM + 

P In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

We give you thanks, O God, 

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word you 

created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 

Shower us with your Spirit, 

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

To you be given honor and praise 

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn  Jesus Christ is Risen Today   ELW 365 
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+ GREETING + 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

+ KYRIE + 
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+ GLORY TO GOD +  
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+ PRAYER OF THE DAY + 

P God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive and 

has become the Lord of life. Increase in our minds and hearts the risen life we 

share with Christ, and help us to grow as your people toward the fullness of 

eternal life with you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

+ THE WORD + 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 25: 6-9 

6On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 

  a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, 

  of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 

 7And he will destroy on this mountain 

  the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 

  the sheet that is spread over all nations; 

  8he will swallow up death forever. 

 Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, 

  and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 

  for the LORD has spoken. 

 9It will be said on that day, 

  Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 

  This is the LORD for whom we have waited; 

  let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 

R The Word of the Lord 

C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 118: 1-2, 14-24   read responsively 

 1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; 

  God’s mercy endures forever. 

 2Let Israel now declare, 

  “God’s mercy endures forever.” 

 14The LORD is my strength and my song, 

  and has become my salvation. 

 15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 

  “The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly! 

 16The right hand of the LORD is exalted! 

  The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!” 

 17I shall not die, but live, 

  and declare the works of the LORD.  

 18The LORD indeed punished me sorely, 

  but did not hand me over to death. 

 19Open for me the gates of righteousness; 

  I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD. 

 20“This is the gate of the LORD; 

  here the righteous may enter.” 

 21I give thanks to you, for you have answered me 

  and you have become my salvation.  

 22The stone that the builders rejected 

  has become the chief cornerstone. 

 23By the LORD has this been done; 

  it is marvelous in our eyes. 

 24This is the day that the LORD has made; 

  let us rejoice and be glad in it.  
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SECOND READING: Acts 10: 34-43 

34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no 

partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 

acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching 

peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, 

beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus 

of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and 

healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses 

to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging 

him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not 

to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and 

drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the 

people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the 

dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 

forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

R The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL: John 20: 1-18 

P The Holy Gospel according to John the twentieth chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

1Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the 

tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to 

Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They 

have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid 

him.” 3Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 4The two 

were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb 

first. 5He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not 

go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the 

linen wrappings lying there, 7and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with 

the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple, who 

reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet they did not 

understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10Then the disciples returned 

to their homes. 

 11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into 

the tomb; 12and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been 

lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 13They said to her, “Woman, why are 

you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know 

where they have laid him.” 14When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus 

standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, “Woman, 

why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, 

she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, 

and I will take him away.” 16Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in 

Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to 

me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to 

them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 

God.’ ” 18Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the 

Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you O Christ. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

MESSAGE         Pastor Tara Magoon 

Hymn of the Day  The Strife is O’er, The Battle Done  ELW 366 
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+ NICENE CREED + 

A Let us profess our faith with the words of the Nicene Creed. 

C We believe in one God, 

  the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

     of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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+ PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH + 

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the 

church, the world, and all those in need of good news. 

A brief silence. 

Holy God, we pray for the body of Christ, the church. Where the church is persecuted, 

protect it. Where the church is privileged, grant it humility. Where the church is 

fractured, heal it. Guide us all to embody Christ’s love in the world.  

God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Life-giving God, we pray for the earth, your good creation. Join our prayers with 

branches lifted in praise and roaring waters of new life, that together we may proclaim 

Easter hope. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Merciful God, we pray for all peoples and nations. Free oppressed communities from 

occupation, exploitation, and abuse. Teach leaders your way of justice. Empower 

peacemakers and all who work to end violence and strife.  

God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Liberating God, we pray for people everywhere who long for good news. Roll away 

the stones that keep people from living with dignity and wholeness. Breathe new life 

and hope into people struggling to make it through each day.  

God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Loving God, we pray for this community of faith and for your Spirit in our midst. Feed 

us at your Easter table and fill us with your wisdom, that we may serve and care for 

others. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Eternal God, we remember those who have gone before us in death. Renew our trust in 

your promises, that we live with joyful courage and compassion.  

God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 

Amen. 
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+ PEACE + 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

 

+ OFFERING + 
  

Thank you so much for your support of Grace ministry through your worship.   

If you wish to make a donation to Grace, you can follow this link www.glcde.org or scan the QR code to 

make a donation on our website through the “GIVE” button in the upper right corner.  

 You can also make a donation by placing your gift in our offering plates located inside both sanctuary 

doors. 

  

 

ANTHEM    Alleluia! He Has Risen   Virgil Ford 

 

  

http://www.glcde.org/
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Offertory    Let the Vineyards    ELW 182 

 

 

 

 

+ OFFERTORY PRAYER + 

A Risen One, 

you call us to believe and bear fruit.  May the gifts that we offer here be signs of 

your abiding love.  Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus 

Christ, our true vine. 

C Amen. 
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+ THE GREAT THANKSGIVING + 

 

Easter Preface is chanted: 

“It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise to 

you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb 

who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death and in rising has brought us to eternal 

life.  And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and 

all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn:” 
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+ EUCHARISTIC PRAYER + 

 

P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 

   

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

 

C Amen. 
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+ LORD’S PRAYER + 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

+ INVITATION TO COMMUNION +  

P The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. 

Come and eat at God’s table.  All are welcome at the table of the Lord. 

 

Distribution of Communion 

All are welcome to come forward and receive communion.  The ushers will indicate when it is 

your turn to come up.  Come to the chancel rail around the altar, kneel or stand as you are able 

and receive bread and either red wine or white grape juice.  If you are in need if gluten-free 

bread please let the pastor know.  If you are unable to partake of bread or wine or juice, please 

know that Christ’s presence is fully affirmed in each element alone. 

If you cannot come forward due to mobility issues, we want to welcome you to the meal.  Please 

let an usher know and communion will be brought to you. 
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+ LAMB OF GOD + 
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Hymns During Distribution 

Now All the Vault of Heav’n Resounds ELW 367 
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This is the Day  W&P 141 

Day of Arising  ELW 374 
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+ COMMUNION BLESSING +  

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 

 

 

+ POST-COMMUNION PRAYER +  

A Shepherding God, 

you have prepared a table before us 

and nourished us with your love. 

Send us forth from this banquet 

to proclaim your goodness 

and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, 

our redeemer and friend. 

C Amen. 

 

 

+ BLESSING + 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

P The God of resurrection power, 

the Christ of unending joy, 

and the Spirit of Easter hope 

☩ bless you now and always. 

C Amen. 

 

  
Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 

License #SAS027152.One License A-728911. CCLI License 2673109 New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin 

Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from 

OneLicense.net with license . All rights reserved. 
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Sending Hymn    Thine is the Glory   ELW 376 
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+ DISMISSAL + 

 

A Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 

C Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 

  

Prayers for March 31, 2024 
  

  

TODAY WE PRAY FOR: 

 -Susan Allen as she continues to recover from a stroke 

 -Martha (friend of Vera Wagenfuhr) 

  

WE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR:  

Lois Nordby (sister of Gerry Teig); Wyatt Levering (grandson of Jane Levering) as he serves 

in the US army in Africa; Pam Wasgatt Montecalvo (daughter of Angie Wasgatt); Rick 

McBride (son-in-law of Jane Levering);  Don and family (son-in-law of Diane and Gerry 

Teig); Robert Burke (brother of Ed Burke); Jonathan Durandetta (son of Don and Toni 

Durandetta); Jennifer Wolf (niece of Brian and Sandy Wolf); Debbie Anderson; Laurie 

Spears; Ben Epstein (grandson of Diane and Gerry Teig) 

  

Joanne Deaton, Gener Ernst, Scott Wycoff, Lia Wycoff, Polly Gillis, John Dzuris, 

Joan Snyder, Angie Wasgatt, Bob & Louis Ench, Lis Verbeck, Lois Snyder, Gretchen 

Platz, Chuck Loomis, Kathy Long, Jane Levering, Ed and Erika Burke 
  

  

For our bishops; Elizabeth Eaton, Bill Gohl. 

For the Dean of the Delmarva Conference; Pastor Paige Evers.  

For our staff;  Pastor Tara Magoon, Susan Wells Allen, Jordan Irazabal, Louis Jones. 

For all pastors and church leaders  

For our country; the United States, leaders and citizens.  

  

To request or update prayers, please call the church office (302-239-6481)   

office@glcde.org. 
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