GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT
March 16, 2025
10:00am
ANNOUNCEMENTS
P God loves you all the time.

C

All the time God loves you.

Please stand as you are able.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

p

In the name of the Father,
and of the *+ Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
Amen.

Silence for self-examination
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left un-
done. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory
of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name
of the Father, and of the = Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN My Song is Love Unknown LBW 94
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1 My song is love un - known, my Sav - ior’s love to me,

2 He came from his blest throne, sal - va - tion to be - stow;

3 Some-times they strew his way and  his sweet prais - es sing;

4 Why, what hath my Lord done? What makes this rage and spite?
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love to the love - less shown, that they might love - ly be.

but men made strange,and none the longed-for Christ would know.

re - sound-ing all the day ho - san - nas to their King.

He made the lame to run, he gave the blind their sight.
#ﬁn i i i o | I . i | I
& ( —— ! Ir' 7] == | r o o -

Oh, who am I, that for my sake my Lord should take frail

But, oh, my friend, my friend in - deed, who at my need his

Then “Cru-ci - fy!” is all their breath, and for his death they

Sweet in - ju - ries! Yet they at these them - selves dis - please, and
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flesh and die? My Lord should take frail flesh and die?

life did spend; who at my need his life did spend!
thirst and cry, and for his death they thirst and cry.
’gainst him  rise; them - selves dis - please,and ’gainst him rise.

5 They rise, and needs will have 6 In life, no house, no home

my dear Lord made away; my Lord on earth might have;

a murderer they save, in death, no friendly tomb

the prince of life they slay. but what a stranger gave.

Yet cheerful he to suff’ring goes, What may I say? Heav’n was his home;
that he his foes from thence might free. but mine the tomb wherein he lay.

7 Here might I stay and sing—
no story so divine!
Never was love, dear King,
never was grief like thine.
This is my friend, in whose sweet praise
I all my days could gladly spend!

GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

C And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,

#)

)4
:@n o 7 & P & & P (7]
)

and for the unity of all, let wus pray to the Lord
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de -fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P God of the covenant, in the mystery of the cross you promise everlasting life to the world.

Gather all peoples into your arms, and shelter us with your mercy, that we may rejoice in t
he life we share in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and fore ver.
C Amen
Please be seated

FIRST READING Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18

' After these things the word of the Lorp came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I am
your shield; your reward shall be very great.” > But Abram said, “O Lord Gop, what will you give
me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” * And Abram said,
“You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” * But the word
of the Lorp came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be
your heir.” > He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are
able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” © And he believed the
Lorp; and the Lorp reckoned it to him as righteousness.

’Then he said to him, “I am the Lorp who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this
land to possess.” “But he said, “O Lord Gop, how am I to know that I shall possess it?” * He said to
him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years old, a turtle-
dove, and a young pigeon.” '* He brought him all these and cut them in two, laying each half over
against the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. ' And when birds of prey came down on the
carcasses, Abram drove them away.

> As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and terrifying darkness
descended upon him.

'”When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch passed
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between these pieces. ' On that day the Lorp made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your de-
scendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

PSALMODY Psalm 27
Read Responsively

'The Lorp is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear?
The Lorp is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?
>When evildoers close in against me to devour my flesh,
they, my foes and my enemies, will stumble and fall.
*Though an army encamp against me, my heart will not fear.
Though war rise up against me, my trust will not be shaken.
*One thing I ask of the Lorp; one thing I seek;
that I may dwell in the house of the Lorp all the days of my life; to gaze upon the beauty of
he Lorp and to seek God in the temple.
> For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter,
hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high upon a rock.
®Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround me.
Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; I will sing and make
usic to the Lorbp.
’Hear my voice, O Lorp, when I call;
have mercy on me and answer me.
* My heart speaks your message— “Seek my face.”
Your face, O Lorp, I will seek.
*Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in anger.
Cast me not away —you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of my salvation.
' Though my father and my mother forsake me,
the Lorp will take me in.
' Teach me your way, O Lorp;
lead me on a level path, because of my oppressors.
> Subject me not to the will of my foes,
for they rise up against me, false witnesses breathing violence.
15 This I believe —that I will see the goodness of the Lorp
in the land of the living!
'*Wait for the Lorp and be strong.
Take heart and wait for the Lorp!



SECOND READING: Philipians 3:17-41

7Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according to the example
you have in us. '* For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; I have often told you of them, and
now I tell you even with tears. ' Their end is destruction; their god is the belly; and their glory is in
their shame; their minds are set on earthly things. *’ But our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from
there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. *! He will transform the body of our hu-
miliation that it may be conformed to the body of his glory, by the power that also enables him to
make all things subject to himself. *' Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for,
my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Re - turn to the Lord, your God, for he is gra - cious and mer-ci - ful,
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slow to an - ger, and a-bound-ing in  stead-fast love.

GOSPEL READING Luke 13:31-35

The holy gospel according to Luke, the thireteenth chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord.

s At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to [Jesus,] “Get away from here, for Herod wants
to kill you.” *>He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, I am casting out demons and
performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. ** Yet today, tomor-
row, and the next day I must be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed out-
side of Jerusalem.” ** Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are
sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood un-
der her wings, and you were not willing! *° See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not
see me until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.””

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Pastor Tara Magoon

MESESSAGE
HYMN OF THE DAY As the Grains of Wheat ELW 465
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1 As this cup of bless-ing is shared with-in  our midst,
2 Let this be a fore-taste of all that is to come when
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may we share the  pres - ence  of your love.
all cre - a - tion shares this feast with you.



NICENE CREED
A Let us profess our faith in the words of the Nicene creed.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INSTITUTION

Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all those in need.
A brief silence.

Holy God, you long to gather your church under your wings. Bless the churches of Jerusalem,

and all persecuted churches, that your people may take heart and stand firm as they witness

and minister in your name. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Holy God, you give shelter to living things as numerous as the stars. Strengthen the voice of
prophets who call humanity to faithful care for the planet, that they would not be silenced but
heeded as your messengers. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Holy God, you raised up leaders like Abram, Sarai, and Paul to show your people what it
means to rely on your promises. Guide today’s leaders to work for justice and safeguard the
world for future generations. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Holy God, you are the stronghold of our life. Care tenderly for those who are ill in body or
mind, and for people living in fear or need. May all know they are not alone. God, in your
mercy, receive our prayer.

Holy God, you offer us citizenship in heaven. Unite communities of faith who are divided over
earthly things, that following the way of your Son, they may set aside grudges and serve their
neighbors with generosity and love. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Holy God, you are our light and our salvation. We give thanks for the saints who have gone
before us. Help us to trust in you as they did and to live according to their example. God, in
your mercy, receive our prayer.

Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in the name of
Jesus, who leads us from death to life.
Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you always
C And also with you.



OFFERING
Offering plates are at the doors of the sanctuary and you may place your gifts
there after communion or before you leave.
If you would like to give online, please go to www.glcde.org oruse the QR code.

ANTHEM Lamb of God Paris/arr.Larson
OFFERTORY “Let the Vineyards”
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Let the vine - yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
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pres-ence, and give  us a fore-taste of the feast to  come.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
A Gracious Provider,

you set your immense treasures among us, opening your heart to the world.
As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love, deepen our commitment to sharing those
treasures with others, through our Savior, Jesus Christ.

C Amen.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P It is indeed right our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You
call you people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the pascal feast, that, renewed
in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs
of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join
their unending hymn...
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P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
C Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P All who are hungry, come!
The feast of grace is spread.
All are welcome at the Lords table.

LAMB OF GOD
_9_#IJ. i I h Y
o — | < | =
\\av, : 5 -
J
Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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sin of the world, grant us peace, grant us  peace.
COMMUNION

Communion will be received at the head of the Sanctuary. Starting with the section closest to

the sound room and worshippers may make their way to Pastor at the head of the Sanctuary and
receive the communion elements. Elements at in-person worship are red wine and white grape
juice. Please let Pastor know if you require gluten-free bread.
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HYMNS DURING DISTRIBUTION

You Are My Hiding Place =~ W&P 160
I*
A Am D/ G G/B
= e e 5—1 r— K
'\Q x> & & b i (7] b J - Jl
oJ
You are my hid - ing place; you al - ways
~ Csus C G/B F/A Dm
75 | N I t T i K I s } K
s s — —
fill my heart with songs of de - liv - er-ance. When-
2
n Esus E Am
\V 4 3 T
V a 4 I T 1
e s e e e s S o e —He x
, Y9 d e
ev-er I am a - fraid I will trust in you,
n Dm’ G G/B C G/B
/7 |  E— : 1 3 P— T
1 1 Y 4 1 ] T |
Mi_‘_d__i P=Y <« & i ] > |
= o
I will trust in you. Let the weak say,
To repeat
N F/A Dm Esus E
H— T r T } T T |
[ Fan) 1 1 1 1] 1 |
S e e 1 o @ 1T g w15
“I am strong in the strength of the Lord.”
Last time
N Esus E Am
= ——] 5 = =
Y- - - - ? 7o
strength of the Lord, I will trust in you.”

14




HYMNS DURING DISTRIBUTION

15

Were You There ELW 353
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I Were you there when they cru - c¢i - fied my Lord? Were you  there?
2 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
3 Were you there when they pierced him in the side?
4 Were you there when the sun re - fused to  shine?
5 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? Wi ‘
ere you there?
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Were you there when they cru - ci - fied my Lord? Were you  there?
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
Were you there when they pierced him in  the side?
Were you there when the sun re - fused to shine?
Were you there when they laid him in  the tomb? Wi o
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Oh, some-times it caus-es me to trem-ble, trem-ble, trem-ble.
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Were you there when they cru - ci-fied my Lord? Were you there?

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?

Were you there when they pierced him in  the side?

Were you there when the sun  re-fused to  shine?

Were you there when they laid him in  the tomb‘?W ‘
ere you there?
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HYMNS DURING DISTRIBUTION

Beneath the Cross of Jesus ELW 338
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COMMUNION BLESSING

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace.
C Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

A Generous Host,
you have shared your feast with us and made us new.
Send us now to set tables of love and grace in our communities,
that your liberating love might nourish the world into freedom,
in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.
BLESSING
P God our tender parent,

God the crucified one,

God the reconciling Spirit,

F bless you now and forever.
C Amen.
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SENDNG HYMN

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross
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DISMISSAL

A Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you.
C Thanks be to God.
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