GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT
April 6, 2025
10:00am
ANNOUNCEMENTS
P God loves you all the time.

C

All the time God loves you.

Please stand as you are able.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

p

In the name of the Father,
and of the *+ Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence for self-examination
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left un-
done. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory
of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name
of the Father, and of the = Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN

As We Gather at Your Table ELW 522
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1 As we gath-er at your ta-ble, as we lis - ten to your word,
2 Turn our wor-ship in - to wit-ness in the sac - ra - ment of life;
3 Gra-cious Spir-it, help us sum-mon oth-er guests to share that feast
- -
e p- f ; - T
= S S=--=~="==
0 4 . | I P | p— —
A — — I | ] I i — B [
y 4l | ~— | 1 g | — - 1
help us know, O God, vour pres-ence; let our hearts and minds be stirred.
send us forth to love and serve you, bring-ing peace where there is strife.
where tri - um-phant Love will wel-come those who had been last and least.
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Nour-ish us with sa-cred sto-ry tll we claim it as our own;

Give us, Christ, your great com-pas-sion

There no more will

en - vy blind us

to for - give as
nor will pride our peace de - stroy,

you

for - gave;
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teach us through this ho - ly ban-quet how to make Love’svic - try known.
may we still be - hold your im-age in the world you died to save.
as we join with saints and an-gels to re - peat the sound-ing joy.
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GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
C And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let wus pray to the Lord.
0
s
J ~ —s o

Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all

who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de -fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.




PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Creator God, you prepare a new way in the wilderness, and your grace waters our desert.
Open our hearts to be transformed by the new thing you are doing, that our lives may
proclaim the extravagance of your love given to all through your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C Amen
Please be seated

FIRST READING: Isaiah 43:16-21

1©Thus says the Lorp,
who makes a way in the sea,
a path in the mighty waters,
7who brings out chariot and horse,
army and warrior;
they lie down, they cannot rise,
they are extinguished, quenched like a wick:
'* Do not remember the former things,
or consider the things of old.
“T am about to do a new thing;
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
I will make a way in the wilderness
and rivers in the desert.
20 The wild animals will honor me,
the jackals and the ostriches;
for I give water in the wilderness,
rivers in the desert,
to give drink to my chosen people,
’I the people whom I formed for myself
so that they might declare my praise.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALMODY Psalm 126
Read Responsively
'1When the Lorbp restored the for tunes of Zion,
then were we like those who dream.
>Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy.
Then they said among the nations, “The Lorp has done great things for them.”
*The Lorp has done great things for us,
and we are glad indeed.
‘Restore our fortunes, O Lorp,
like the watercourses of the Negeb.
" Those who sowed with tears
will reap with songs of joy.
*Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed,
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.

SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b-14

[Paul writes:] **If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: ° circumcised on
the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of He-
brews; as to the law, a Pharisee; ° as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the
law, blameless.

’Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. * More than that,
I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his
sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain
Christ ° and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but
one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. '’ want to know
Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in
his death, ' if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.

2 Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it
my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. ' Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it
my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies
ahead, '“I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Re - turn to the Lord, your God, for he 1s  gra-cious and mer-ci - ful,
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slow to an - ger, and a-bound-ing in  stead-fast love.

GOSPEL READING: John 12:1-8

The holy gospel according to John, the twelfth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

! Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised
from the dead. > There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those
at the table with him. °* Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’
feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. * But
Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, ° “Why was this
perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?” ¢ (He said this not
because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used
to steal what was put into it.) ” Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep
it for the day of my burial. ® You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have
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me.

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

MESSAGE Pastor Tara Magoon



HYMN OF THE DAY

We Walk by Faith  ELW 635
Please stand at the last verse as you are able.
0 4
)" A - ITh Ll !
y 4V 3 I K - I K
@ » — 1] ; . ;
) = o v =
1 We walk by faith and not by sight; with
2 We may not touch your hands and side, nor
3 Help then, O Lord, our un - be - lief; and
4 For you, O res - ur - rec - ted Lord, are
5 And when our life of faith 18 done, in
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gra - cious words draw near, O  Christ, who spoke as
fol - low where you trod; but in  your prom - ise
may our faith a - bound to call on you when
found in means di - vine: be - neath the wa - ter
realms of clear - er light may we be - hold you
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none e’er spoke: “My peace be with you here.”
we re - joice, and cry, “My Lord and God!”
you are near and seek where you are found:
and the word, be - neath the bread and wine.
as you are, with full and end - less sight.




NICENE CREED
A Let us profess our faith in the words of the Nicene creed.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INSTITUTION

Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all those in need.

A brief silence.
The church declares your praise, O God. Guide us in the example of Isaiah’s imagination, Paul’s
transformed identity, and Mary’s faith and devotion; that our lives, too, may be poured out in
love as we trust in your promises. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

The earth declares your praise, O God. Make a way for the planet’s future in the sea and the
wilderness, the mountains and plains, the tundra and wetlands. Repair habitats and sustainable
ecosystems on, above, and beneath the ground. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

The nations declare your praise, O God. Where religious differences divide, bring together those
who worship you in the name of Jesus Christ and those who call to you with different names.
Guide interreligious dialogue, that faith may unite rather than divide communities. God, in your
mercy, receive our prayer.

The people declare your praise, O God. Restore those whose hope has been dampened through a
health diagnosis, job or home loss, divorce, or death. Bring healing to those in need. May all who
weep now sing songs of joy again. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

The gifts of the Spirit declare your praise, O God. We thank you for artists who proclaim the
gospel Inspire music, poetry, and images that proclaim the new thing you are doing.
God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
The communion of saints declares your praise, O God. Giving thanks for those who have died,

we trust in the one who has made them his own: Christ Jesus, our crucified and risen Savior. God,
in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in the name of
Jesus, who leads us from death to life.
Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you always
C And also with you.
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OFFERING Op~ed0)

Offering plates are at the doors of the sanctuary and you may place your gifts
there after communion or before you leave. ﬁ
If you would like to give online, please go to www.glcde.org oruse the QR code. ===

ANTHEM In All Our Grief and Fear We Turn to You Keesecker
OFFERTORY “Let the Vineyards”
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Let the vine - yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
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pres-ence, and give  us a fore-taste of the feast to  come.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
A Gracious Provider,

you set your immense treasures among us, opening your heart to the world.
As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love, deepen our commitment to sharing those
treasures with others, through our Savior, Jesus Christ.

C Amen.
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DIALOGUE
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You
call you people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the pascal feast, that, renewed
in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs
of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join
their unending hymn...
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
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P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
C Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P All who are hungry, come!
The feast of grace is spread.
All are welcome at the Lords table.

LAMB OF GOD
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
COMMUNION

Communion will be received at the head of the Sanctuary. Starting with the section closest to

the sound room and worshippers may make their way to Pastor at the head of the Sanctuary and
receive the communion elements. Elements at in-person worship are red wine and white grape
juice. Please let Pastor know if you require gluten-free bread.
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HYMNS DURING DISTRIBUTION

Seed, Scattered and Sown W&P 121
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Seed, scat-tered and sown, wheat, gath -ered and grown;
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bread, bro-ken and shared as one, the Liv - ing Bread of God.
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shared by all; the Liv-ing Cup, the Liv-ing Bread of God.
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1 Is not the bread we break a

2 The seed which falls on rock will

3 As wheat up - on the hills was
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cup we bless the blood of Christ out - poured?
in good ground will flow - er and  have life.
church of God be gath - ered in - to one.
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HYMNS DURING DISTRIBUTION
Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness ~ ELW 488
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1 Soul, a - dorn your-self with glad-ness,leave the gloom-y haunts of sad - ness,
2 Has-ten as a bride to meet him, ea - ger - ly and glad-ly greet him.
3 Now in faith I hum-bly pon -der o - ver this sur-pass-ing won - der
4 Je - sus, source of last-ing plea-sure, tru - est friend, and dear-est trea - sure,
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come in - to the day-light’s splen - dor, there with joy your prais-es ren - der.
There he stands al-read - vy knock-ing; quick - ly, now, your gate un-lock - ing,
that the bread of life 1s bound-less though the souls it feeds are count-less;
peace be-yond all un - der - stand - ing, joy in - to all life ex-pand -ing:
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Bless the one whose grace un - bound-ed this a - maz - ing ban-quet found-ed;
o - pen wide the fast-closed por - tal, say - ing to the Lord im-mor - tal:
with the choic-est wine of heav-en Christ’s own blood to us 1s giv - en.
hum-bly now, I bow be - fore you, love in - car - nate, 1 a - dore you;
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Christ, though heav’n-ly, high, and ho - ly, deigns to dwell with you most low - ly.
“Come, and leave your loved one nev - er; dwell with-in my heart for-ev - er”
Oh, most  glo-rious con - so-la - tion, pledge and seal of my sal-va - tion.
wor - thi - ly let me re-ceiveyou, and, so fa-vored, nev -er leave you.
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COMMUNION BLESSING

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace.
C Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

A Generous Host,
you have shared your feast with us and made us new.
Send us now to set tables of love and grace in our communities,
that your liberating love might nourish the world into freedom,
in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.
BLESSING
P God our tender parent,

God the crucified one,

God the reconciling Spirit,

+ bless you now and forever.
C Amen.
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SENDING HYMN
Jesus is a Rock in a Weary Land  ELW 333
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- to - ry and the keys of death and hell.
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DISMISSAL

A Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you.
C Thanks be to God.
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
10:00am
Assisting Minister: Elinor Knodel
Greeter: Bob Howle
Ushers: Mary Howle, Bill Brizendine
Reader: Peter Tuhy
Sound: Mark Maurer
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Refreshments: Laura Fickes, Rolf Eriksen
Offering Counters: [im Foskett, Sue Eriksen
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