GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
JANUARY 4, 2026
10:00AM

ANNOUNCEMENTS

p
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God loves you all the time
All the time God loves you

Please stand as you are able

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P

N

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty Savior, Prince of Peace.
Amen.

Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Reconciling God,

we yearn for your presence to transform our grief, pain, and despair.

We confess that we have not always prepared room in our hearts for your love;

we have not always recognized your presence among us;

we have not always embraced your message of peace.

We cry out, weary with the burden of violence, oppression, and fear.

We confess our failure to make room for those seeking refuge;

our participation in violent systems that harm your innocent ones;

our reluctance to embody your good news.

Be born in us today and teach us to sing the joyful song of your salvation.

Amen.

God’s grace upon grace flows over you.

+ Christ’s presence redeems the whole creation.

Your sins are forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad!
Amen.



GATHERING HYMN  Songs of Thankfulness and Praise ELW 310
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I Songs of thank-ful - ness and praise, Je - sus, Lord, to thee we raise;
2 Man - i- fest at Jor-dan’s stream, proph-et, priest,and king su-preme;
3 Man - i- fest in mak - ing whole weak-ened bod - y, faint-ing soul;
4 Grant us grace to see thee, Lord, pres-ent in thy ho - ly word;
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branch of roy - al Da - vid’s stem
man - i - fest in  pow’r di - vine,
man - i - fest in  gra- cious will,
that we might be - come like thee

in  thy birth at
chang-ing wa - ter
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GREETING
P

be with you all.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit

C And also with you.
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I Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Chrnst, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.
Re - new us

with your sav-ing pow'r; cre - ate

in

us new hearts!




HYMN OF PRAISE
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
2 Glo-ry be to Chrstfor-ev -er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claimyou; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa-ther of sur - pass-ing worth:
Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’'n a-bove;
Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our

on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at

thanks and praise.
God’s right hand.

Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir-1it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.
in your prom-ise firm we stand.
God on high!

Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us;

For to

the peace that we iIn-her-it, glo-ry be

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By
your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C Amen.

Please be seated.

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:7-14

7 Thus says the Lord:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
“Save, O Lord, your people,



8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame,
those with child and those in labor together;
a great company, they shall return here.
*With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations I will lead them back;
I will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path where they shall not stumble,
for I have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.
10 Hear the word of the Lord, O nations,
and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him
and will keep him as a shepherd does a flock.”
1 For the Lord has ransomed Jacob
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
12They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord,
over the grain, the wine, and the oil,
and over the young of the flock and the herd;
their life shall become like a watered garden,
and they shall never languish again.
13Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the old shall be merry.
I will turn their mourning into joy;
I will comfort them and give them gladness for sorrow.
14T will give the priests their fill of fatness,
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALMODY Psalm 147:12-20 read responsively
2Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem;
praise your God, O Zion,
13who has strengthened the bars of your gates
and has blessed your children within you.
14 God has established peace on your borders
and satisfies you with the finest wheat.
15 God sends out a command to the earth,
a word that runs very swiftly.
16 God gives snow like wool,



scattering frost like ashes.

17 God scatters hail like bread crumbs.
Who can stand against God’s cold?

18 The Lord sends forth the word and melts them,;
the wind blows, and the waters flow.

19 God declares the word to Jacob,
statutes and judgments to Israel.

20 The Lord has not done so to any other nation;
they do not know God’s judgments. Hallelujah!

SECOND READING: Matthew 2: 1-12

'In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the east came to
Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his
star in the east and have come to pay him homage.” * When King Herod heard this, he was fright-
ened, and all Jerusalem with him, *and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the peo-
ple, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. > They told him, “In Bethlehem of Ju-
dea, for so it has been written by the prophet:
¢’And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah,
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ”
7Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time when the star
had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child,
and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” * When
they had heard the king, they set out, and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen in
the east, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 1 When they saw that the star had
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. ' On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary
his mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 1> And having been warned in a dream not to

return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Please stand as you are able
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL: John 1:10-18

The holy gospel of John the first chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him, yet the world did not
know him. ' He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. '2But to all
who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, > who
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of
a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. !> (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of
whom I said, “‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.” ”) ' From
his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 7 The law indeed was given through Moses;
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. ¥ No one has ever seen God. It is the only Son, him-
self God, who is close to the Father’s

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

MESSAGE Pastor Tara Magoon



HYMN OF THE DAY

We Three Kings of Orient Are

WOV 646

Please stand at the last verse.

west-ward lead - ing, still
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2 Born a king on Beth-le-hem’splain, gold T bring to crownhim a - gain;
3 Frank-in-cense to of - fer have I; in - censeowns a  de - 1 -ty nigh;
4 Myrrh 1s mine:its  bit - ter per - fume breathesa life of gath-er-ing gloom:
5 Glo - rious now be-hold him a - rise, King and God and Sac - ri - fice;
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THE NICENE CREED
A Let us profess our faith with the words of the Nicene Creed

C We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, creation, and all who
are in need.

A brief silence.

O God, you reveal yourself wherever two or three are gathered in your name. Be with us now, not
only in the infant Jesus and resurrected Christ, but in the beloved people of this assembly. Hear us,
O God. Your mercy is great.

You reveal yourself in the waters of the womb; in brooks, ponds, and oceans; and in the waters of
baptism. Grant us wisdom to tenderly care for the earth as a garden watered by your grace. Hear
us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You reveal yourself in blessed diversity. Help us to look for you in people near and far, in bodies of
all kinds, and in kindred young and old. Let us seek you in many places, praising you in many
tongues. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You reveal yourself in new life. Support those beginning a new job, a new relationship, or a new
living situation, especially those displaced because of tragedy or loss. Be with all others who need
your life-giving touch this day. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You reveal yourself in holy communion. Sustain all who provide food and fellowship in this
congregation and in the wider community. Make our tables signs of your welcoming presence
among us. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

You promise to turn mourning into joy and to comfort those who weep. We remember those who
have died and look to being united with them in your glory. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O God, trusting in
your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you always
C and also with you
P Let us share God’s peace
Please be seated.
OFFERING

a donation to Grace, you can follow this link www.glcde.org or scan the QR code to make a donation
on our website through the “GIVE” button in the upper right corner. You can also make a donation °A

Thank you so much for your support of Grace ministry through your worship. If you wish to make %‘E__!
4! h
by placing your gift in our offering plates located inside both doors of the sanctuary E gl
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ANTHEM “I Wonder as I Wander” Traditional

Please stand as you are able.

OFFERTORY Sanctuary Thompson/Scruggs
=46 D/A Em/A Em7
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Lord, pre - p'm me to be a sanc - Y, pure and ho - ly, tried and
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true; With thanks - giv-ing, I'll be a liv-ing sanc-tu-ar-y for You.
OFFERTORY PRAYER

A God of glory,
great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings you bestow.
Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, that all the ends of the earth may rejoice
in your saving grace, through Christ our Savior.

C Amen.

DIALOGUE

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you

P Lift up your hearts

C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God

C It is right to give God thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith

to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made visible,

we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

11
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heav’'n and earth are full of yourglo-ry. Ho-san -na in  the high - est.
Q — —
i | — I ! [ 7 —)
w g T
Bless - ed is he who comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho -
pias . i e
O I TR
o F S T
san-na in  the high - est, ho -san - na in the high - est.

Eucharistic Prayer

p

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets” hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,

the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
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P With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming,.

C Come, Lord Jesus.

P Holy God, we long for your Spirit.

Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh in us.

Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth.
C Come, Holy Spirit.

P All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P God is now in flesh appearing.
Come to the feast of joy!
All are welcome at the table of the Lord.

You may be seated

13



DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
Communion will be received at the head of the Sanctuary. Starting with the section closest to the
sound room and worshippers may make way to the chancel rail and receive the communion elements. Ele-
ments at in-person worship are red wine and white grape juice. All bread is gluten-free.

LAMB OF GOD
n L
A+ ——1 — e ——
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
N . . .
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

HYMNS DURING COMMUNION
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HYMN

I Want To Walk As A Child Of The Light ELW 815
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11 want to walk as a child of the light I  want to
2 1 want to see. .. the bright-ness of God. I  want to
3 I'm look-ing for... the com-ing of Christ. I want to
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light to the world. The star of my life is Je - sus.
shine on my path, and show me the way to the Fa - ther.
pa-tience the race, we shall know the joy of Je - sus.
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cit - y of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Je - sus.
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HYMNS DURING COMMUNION This Little Light of Mine ELW 677
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1 This lit - tle light of  mine, I'm goin™-a let it shine;
2 Ev-'ry - where | go, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
3 Je - sus gave it to me, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
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ev - ry - where I go, I'm goin"-a let 1t shine;
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let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
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HYMN DURING COMMUNION Arise Your Light Has Come ELW 314
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1 A rise, your light has  come! The Spir - it’s call o - bey;
2 A rise, your light has  come! Fling wide the pris-on  door;
3 A rise, your light has  come! All you in sor-row born,
4 A rise, your light has  come! The moun - tains burst in song!
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show forth the glo-ry  of your God which shines on you to - day.
pro - claim the cap-tive’s lib - er - ty, good tid - ings to the poor.

bind up the bro-ken - heart-ed ones and com - fort those who mourn.
Rise up like ea-gles on the wing, God’s pow’r will make us strong.
S —_—_————-— D';;f

Please stand as you are able

17



POST COMMUNION BLESSING

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Incarnate God, you are among us at this table.
May we treasure this gift and ponder in our hearts the mystery of your presence.
Move us to discover the wonders of your love in the everyday moments of our lives,

through Christ born in us.
C Amen.

BLESSING

P The triune God,
glorious Mystery, holy Incarnate One,

abiding Comforter, + bless you with endless grace, peace, and joy.
C Amen.
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SENDING HYMN Shine, Jesus, Shine ELW 671
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- Shine, Je - sus, shine, fill this

land with the Fa-ther’'s glo - ry;
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'1 Lord, the light of your love  is shin - ing, in the midst of the
2 As we gaze on your king - ly bright-ness, so our fac - es dis-
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~ dark - ness, shin - ing; - Je - sus, light of the world, shine up - on us,
play your like - ness, ev - er chang-ing from glo - ry to glo - ry,
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set us free by the truth you now bring us.
mir - rored here, may our lives tell your sto - ry.
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Shine on me, shine on . me:
Shine on me, shine on me:
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DISMISSAL
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Glory to God in the highest!

And peace to God’s people on earth!

Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace.
Thanks be to God.

10:00AM WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

Assisting Minister: Nancy Goyda
Greeter: Jay Snyder
Ushers: Laura Fickes, Don Bond
Reader: Peter Tuhy
Sound: Gage McMahan
Streamer: Kris McMahan
Nursery: Laura Mackiewicz, Kevin Mackiewicz
Refreshments: Laura Fickes, Merrily Schiavone
Counters: Bill Brizendine, Lynda Martinez

The altar flowers are presented to the glory of God

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
Rev. Tara Magoon, Pastor
Jordan Irazabal, Director of Music
Susan Wells Allen, Office Manager
Louis Jones, Custodian
2033 Graves Road, Hockessin, DE 19707
Office: 302-239-6481  Email: office@glcde.org Website: glcde.org




