GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
Fifth Sunday After Epiphany
February 8, 2026
10:00AM

ANNOUNCEMENTS

P
C

God loves you all the time
All the time God loves you
Please stand as you are able

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

p

Blessed be the holy Trinity & one God,
the Creator of heaven and earth,

the Word who spoke life into being,
the Wind stirring the waters.

Amen.

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Mighty God, lover of justice,

you call us to life in community,

but we have served our own interests at the expense of our neighbors.

We have sown deceit where honesty was needed.

We say the right words, but our hearts are far from you.

Turn us to seek your face.

Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ,

that we may do justice, love mercy,

and walk humbly with you, our God.

Amen.

The former things have passed away,

and new things God now declares:

Like a spring of water that never fails,

God covers you in the righteousness of Christ,
and forgives your sin in * Jesus’ name.

May the Spirit give you strength to live for others,
and bless you with the gift of peace.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN Christ be Our Light ELW 715
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I Long-ing for light, we wait in dark-ness. Long-ing for
2 Long-ing for peace, our world is  trou-bled. Long-ing for
3 Long-ing for food, man -y are hun - gry. Long-ing for
4 Long-ing for shel -ter, man -y are home-less. Long-ing for
5 Man -y the gifts, man -y the peo - ple, man - y the
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truth, we turn  to you. Make us your own,
hope, man - y de - spair Your word a - lone
wa - ter, man -y  still thirst. Make us  your  bread,
warmth, man - y are cold. Make us  your build - ing,
hearts that yearn to be - long. Let us be ser - vants
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your ho - ly peo-ple, light for the world to see.
has pow’r to save us. Make us your liv - ing voice.
bro -ken for oth- ers, shared un - tl all are fed.
shel - ter - ing oth-ers, walls made of liv - ing stone.
to one an - oth - er signs of your king - dom  come.
0w Refrain
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Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the
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dark - ness. Christ, be our light! Shine in  your
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church gath - ered to - day.




GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C And also with you.
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol -emn prayer.

2 Have mer-cy on wus, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.

3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.

Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.

Re - new us with your sav-ing pow’r; cre - ate in us new hearts!
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HYMN OF PRAISE
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.

2 Glo-ry be to Christfor-ev -er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claimyou; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa-ther of sur - pass-ing worth:

Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’n a- bove;
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Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.

on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir-it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on ecarth our songs we raise.

Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!




PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon you. By your
Spirit show us the things we ought to do, and give us the grace and power to do them,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

Please be seated.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 58:1-9a
1Shout out; do not hold back!
Lift up your voice like a trumpet!
Announce to my people their rebellion,
to the house of Jacob their sins.
2Yet day after day they seek me
and delight to know my ways,
as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness
and did not forsake the ordinance of their God;
they ask of me righteous judgments;
they want God on their side.
3“Why do we fast, but you do not see?
Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?”
Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day
and oppress all your workers.
*You fast only to quarrel and to fight
and to strike with a wicked fist.
Such fasting as you do today
will not make your voice heard on high.
5Is such the fast that I choose,
a day to humble oneself?
Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush
and to lie in sackcloth and ashes?
Will you call this a fast,
a day acceptable to the Lord?

¢Is not this the fast that I choose:
to loose the bonds of injustice,
to undo the straps of the yoke,
to let the oppressed go free,
and to break every yoke?
7Is it not to share your bread with the hungry
and bring the homeless poor into your house;
when you see the naked, to cover them
and not to hide yourself from your own kin?



8 Then your light shall break forth like the dawn,
and your healing shall spring up quickly;
your vindicator shall go before you;
the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard.
% Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer;
you shall cry for help, and he will say, “Here I am.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALMODY: Psalm 112:1-10
read responsively
! Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the Lord
and have great delight in God’s commandments!
2Their descendants will be mighty in the land;
the generation of the upright will be blessed.
3 Wealth and riches will be in their house,
and their righteousness will last forever.
4Light shines in the darkness for the upright;
the righteous are merciful and full of compassion.
51t is good for them to be generous in lending
and to manage their affairs with justice.
¢ For they will never be shaken;
the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance.
7 They will not be afraid of any evil rumors;
their heart is steadfast, trusting in the Lord.
8 Their heart is established and will not shrink,
until they see their desire upon their enemies.
*They have given freely to the poor,
and their righteousness stands fast forever;
they will hold up their head with honor.
10 The wicked will see it and be angry;
they will gnash their teeth and pine away;
the desires of the wicked will perish.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 2:1-12
!When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the testimony of God to you
with superior speech or wisdom. 2For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ
and him crucified. 3 And I came to you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. * My speech
and my proclamation were made not with persuasive words of wisdom but with a demonstration
of the Spirit and of power, °so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of
God.

¢Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rul-
ers of this age, who are being destroyed. ? But we speak God’s wisdom, a hidden mystery, which
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God decreed before the ages for our glory ® and which none of the rulers of this age understood,
for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. °But, as it is written,

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard,

nor the human heart conceived,

what God has prepared for those who love him” —
10God has revealed to us through the Spirit, for the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of
God. "' For what human knows what is truly human except the human spirit that is within? So
also no one comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. > Now we have received
not the spirit of the world but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts
bestowed on us by God.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord and Sav -ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.
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Let it burn like fire with-in us; speak un - til our hearts are stirred.
D | : I I | — | ]
e o o 4 P I » 7 |
P S —

Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL: Matthew 5:13-20

The holy gospel of Matthew the fifth chapter
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus said:] * “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be re-
stored? It is no longer good for anything but is thrown out and trampled under foot.

14“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. > People do not light a
lamp and put it under the bushel basket; rather, they put it on the lampstand, and it gives light to
all in the house. '°In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your
good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.

17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have come not to abol-
ish but to fulfill. 18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one
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stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. ! Therefore, whoever breaks
one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in
the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the
kingdom of heaven. 2 For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and
Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

MESSAGE Pastor Tara Magoon



HYMN OF THE DAY Here I Am Lord ELW 574
Please stand at the last verse.
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I “I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my peo - ple cry.
2 “I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my peo - ple’s pain.
3 “I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame.
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All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save.
1  have wept for love of them They turn a - way.
I will set a feast for them My hand will save.
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I, who made the stars of night, I will make their dark-ness bright.
I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love a - lone.
Fin-est bread 1 will pro-vide till their hearts be sat - is - fied.
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Who will bear my light to them? ‘Whom shall 1 send?”
I will speak my word to them. ‘Whom shall 1 send?”
1 will give my life to them. Whom shall I send?”’

N u Refrain . .
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Here 1 am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you
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call-ing in the  mght I will go, Lord, if you
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lead me I will hold your peo -ple in my heart.



THE APOSTLES” CREED
A Let us profess our faith with the words of the Apostles” Creed

C I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human
community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

A brief silence.
Your church does ministry in many and various ways. Keep the baptized true to the mind of
Christ, that our works and witness bring hope to a troubled world. Merciful God, receive our
prayer.

Your marvelous creation cries out to you. Restore polluted air, soil, and water sources to
wholeness. Guard honeybees, elephants, great whales and songbirds from harm, and renew the
face of the earth. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Your people in every nation suffer injustice, poverty, and the threat of violence. Guide those in
authority to govern with compassion, and bring peace to war zones. We pray for our enemies.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Your blessings are poured out for all in need. Help and heal any who experience trauma,
discrimination, disease, hunger, abuse, or persecution. Comfort those who are sick or grieving.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Your wisdom guides this congregation and its ministries. Sustain our ordained leaders, staff, lay
leaders, and volunteers. Form us to be salt and light for the neighbors we serve, following the
example of Christ. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Your saints rejoice at your heavenly banquet. We give thanks for their lives of faith, trusting that
we also will be embraced by your eternal love. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for whom
we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you always
C and also with you
P Let us share God’s peace
Please be seated.
OFFERING

a donation to Grace, you can follow this link www.glcde.org or scan the QR code to make a donation
on our website through the “GIVE” button in the upper right corner. You can also make a donation =g
by placing your gift in our offering plates located inside both doors of the sanctuary E e

Thank you so much for your support of Grace ministry through your worship. If you wish to make &ﬁ‘@
L
4! h
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http://www.glcde.org

ANTHEM God of Grace and God of Glory
Laura Farnell/Henry Emerson Fosd
Please stand as you are able

OFERTORY Sanctuary Thompson/Scruggs
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Lord, pre - pare me to be a sanc - tu - ar -y, pure and ho - ly, tried and
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true; With thanks - giv-ing, I'll be a liv-ing sanc-tu-ar-y for You.
OFFERTORY PRAYER

A God of majesty,
no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for those who love you,
yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use what we have gathered to feed
us with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

DIALOGUE

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you

P Lift up your hearts

C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God

C It is right to give God thanks and praise.
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh

you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory,
that, beholding the God made visible,

we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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san-na in the high - est, ho - san - na in the high - est.

Eucharistic Prayer

P Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets” hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,

the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying;:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
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P With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.
C Come, Lord Jesus.
P Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth.
C Come, Holy Spirit.
P All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P

Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
Come to the table; taste and see. All are welcome at the table of the Lord.

You may be seated
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DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
Communion will be received at the head of the Sanctuary. Starting with
the section closest to the sound room and worshippers may make way to the
chancel rail and receive the communion elements. Elements at in-person wor-
ship are red wine and white grape juice. All bread is gluten-free.
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray.
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HYMN DURING COMMUNION

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling ~ ELW 631
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1 Love di - vine, all loves ex - cel - Ting, IJoy of heav’n, to
2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy lov - ing Spir - it n - to ev - 'ry
3 Come, Al - might - ¥, to de - liv - er let us all thy
4 Fin - 1ish then thy new cre - a - tion, pure and spot - less
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let us be; let wus see thy great sal - va - tion per - fect -
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faith - ful mer - cies crown. Je - sus, thou art all com - pas - sion,
find thy prom-ised rest. Take a - way the love of  sin - ning;
more thy tem - ples leave. Thee we would be al - ways bless-ing,
ly re - stored in thee! Changed from glo - ry in - to glo - 1V,
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Al - pha and O - me - ga be; end of faith, as
serve thee as thy hosts a - bove, pray, and praise  thee
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crowns be - fore thee, lost in won - der, love, and praise!
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HYMN DURING COMMUNION

How Good Lord To Be Here! ELW 315
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1 How good, Lord, to be  here! Your glo - ry fills the night
2 How good, Lord, to  be here, your beau-ty to be - hold
3 Ful - fill - er of the past and  hope of things to be,
4 Be - fore we taste of  death, we see your king-dom come;
5 How good, Lord, to  be here! Yet we may not re - main;
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your face and gar-ments, like the sun,

fl'

shine with un - bor-rowed light.
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where Mo -ses and E - 1i - jah stand, your mes-sen-gers of old.
we  hail your bod -y glo - 1i - fied and our re-demp-tion see.
we long to hold the  vi- sion bright and make this hill our home.
but since you bid us leave the mount, come with us to the plain.
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HYMN DURING COMMUNION

I Come With Joy ELW 482
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1 1 come with joy, a child of God, for - giv - en, loved, and
2 I come with Chris - tians far and near to find, as all are
3 As Christ breaks bread, and bids us share, each proud di - vi - sion
4 The Spir - it of the ris - en Christ, un - seen, but ev - er
5 To - geth - er met, to - geth - er bound by all that God has
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free, the life of Je - sus to re - call n
fed, the new com - mu - n - ty of love in
ends. The love that made us, makes us one, and
near, 1s in such friend - ship bet - ter known, a -
done, we’'ll  go with  joy, to give the world the
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love laid down for me, in love laid down for me.
Christ’s com-mu - nion bread, in Christ’s com-mu - nion bread.
strang - ers now are friends, and strang - ers now  are friends.
live a - mong us |here, a - live a - mong us here.
love that makes wus one, the love that makes us one.

Please stand as you are able

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

P
C

Amen
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The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen and keep you in his grace.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Radiant God,
we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament of his body and blood
you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this table with delight, that our lives may
reflect the beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

BLESSING

P May the triune God,
who has put a new song in your mouth

and tuned your heart for praise * bless you now and forever.
C Amen.
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SENDING HYMN Holy God, We Praise Your Name ELW 414
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1 Ho - ly God, we praise your name; Lord of all, we
2 Hark! The glad ce - les - tial hymn an - gel choirs a -
3 Lo, the ap - os - tol - ic train join your sa - cred
4 Ho - ly Fa - ther, ho - 1ly  Son, Ho - ly Spir - it
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bow be - fore you. All  on earth your scep - ter claim,
bove are rais - ing; cher - u - bim and ser - a - phim,
name to  hal - low; proph - ets swell the  glad re - frain,
three we name you, though in es - sence on - ly one;
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all in heav’'n a - bove a - dore you. In - i - nite your
in  un - ceas - ing cho - rus prais-ing, fill the  heav’'ns with
and the white -robed mar - tyrs fol - low; and from morn to
un - di - vid - ed God we claim you and, a - dor - ing,
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vast do - main, ev - er - last - ing is your reign.
sweet ac - cord: “Ho - ly, ho - 1y, ho - ly Lord!”
set of  sun through the church the song  goes on.
bend the knee while  we own the mys - ter - V.
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DISMISSAL

A Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.

C Thanks be to God.
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10:00AM WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

Assisting Minister: Lynda Martinez
Greeter: Sandy Betley
Ushers: Stacy Dambaugh, Tim Dambaugh
Reader: Audrey Day
Sound: beth Fenner
Streamer: Paul Warren
Nursery: Laura Mackiewicz, Kevin Mackiewicz
Refreshments: Pam Adams, Beth Fenner
Counters: Pam Adams, Beth Fenner
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The altar flowers are presented to the glory of God

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
Rev. Tara Magoon, Pastor
Jordan Irazabal, Director of Music
Susan Wells Allen, Office Manager
Louis Jones, Custodian
2033 Graves Road, Hockessin, DE 19707
Office: 302-239-6481  Email: office@glcde.org Website: glcde.org




