GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT
March 1, 2026
10:00am

ANNPOUNCEMENTS
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God loves you all the time.
All the time God loves you.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

@)

We worship in the name of the Father,*+ and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Silence for reflection and self-examination

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Amen.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left un-
done. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory
of your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name
of the Father, and of the # Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross ELW 335
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1 Je - sus, keep me necar the cross, there’s a  pre - cious  foun - taing
2 Near the cross, a trem - bling soul, love and mer - cy found me;
3 Near the cross! O Lamb of God, bring its scenes he - fore me;
4 Near the cross I'll watch and wait, hop - ing, trust - ing eV - er,
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GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

C And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal -vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let wus pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

p

O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to live as
your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up your
life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Please be seated

FIRST READING Genesis 12:1-4a

'The Lorp said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the
land that I will show you. *I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your
name great, so that you will be a blessing. °I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses
you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

‘S0 Abram went, as the Lorp had told him, and Lot went with him.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALMODY Psalm 121 read responsively

1T lift up my eyes to the hills;
from where is my help to come?
2My help comes from the Lord,
the maker of heaven and earth.
3The Lord will not let your foot be moved
nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep.
4Behold, the keeper of Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep;
5the Lord watches over you;
the Lord is your shade at your right hand;
¢the sun will not strike you by day,
nor the moon by night.
7The Lord will preserve you from all evil
and will keep your life.
8 The Lord will watch over your going out and your coming in,
from this time forth forevermore.



SECOND READING Romans 4:1-5,13-17

'What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? > For if Abra-
ham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. ° For what does
the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” * Now to
one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due. >But to one who does not
work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness.

“For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants
through the law but through the righteousness of faith. '“ For if it is the adherents of the law who are
to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. ° For the law brings wrath, but where there is no
law, neither is there transgression.

'“For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on grace, so that it may be
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share
the faith of Abraham (who is the father of all of us, 7 as it is written, “I have made you the father of
many nations”), in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls
into existence the things that do not exist.

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL READING John 3:1-17

The holy gospel according to JOHN the Third chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord.

'Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. > He came to Jesus by night and
said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God, for no one can do
these signs that you do unless God is with that person.” ° Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you,
no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” * Nicodemus said to him,
“How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s
womb and be born?” > Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God
without being born of water and Spirit. * What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the
Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, “You must be born from above.” * The wind
blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or
where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” * Nicodemus said to him, “How can
these things be?” ' Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet you do not under-
stand these things?

11 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen, yet you do
not receive our testimony. >If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can
you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? ' No one has ascended into heaven except the one
who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. '* And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wil-
derness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, '° that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

1o“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him
may not perish but may have eternal life.

7*Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in order that the
world might be saved through him.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

MESSAGE Pastor Tara Magoon



HYMN OF THE DAY

Please stand at the last verse as you are able

God Loved the World

ELW 323
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1 God loved the world so that he  gave  his on - ly
2 Christ Je - sus is the ground of  faith, who  wus made
3If you are il if death draws near, this  truth your

4 Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son lor - gives all

5 All glo - ry to the Fa - ther, Son. and Ho - ly
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NICENE CREED
A Let us profess our faith in the words of the Nicene creed.

C We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world and its
needs.

A brief silence.
Faithful One, you renew us by grace. As you have inspired faith through the work of church
artists and hymnwriters throughout the ages give your church the means to praise your beau-
ty today. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Living One, you delight in this world. The sun and moon, the wind and the water declare your
goodness. Preserve this earth, and protect conservationists, scientists, and all who labor in
service to creation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Ruling One, you bless us to be a blessing. Open the hearts of all leaders to seek the flourishing
of every person and lend your help to all who wait for justice, deliverance, and peace. Hear us,
O God. Your mercy is great.

Compassionate One, you send your Son to save. Declare your word of acceptance to any who
feel condemned and lift up any brought low by hatred and exclusion. Tend to all who are
struggling with illness or loss. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Guiding One, you watch over our going out and coming in. Bless newcomers and new mem-
bers in this assembly and accompany those who have recently left this community to journey
elsewhere Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
Eternal One, you neither slumber nor sleep. Be our keeper in life and in death. Thank you for
our beloved who have died, and for your promise which saves this whole world by your love.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you always

C And also with you.



OFFERING -
Offering plates are located at the doors of the sanctuary and you may place your gifts E : E..
there after communion or before you leave. ]
If you would like to give online, please go to www.glcde.org or use the QR code. = .
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ANTHEM Into the Woods My Master Went arr. Purifoy
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OFFERTORY
n L
—_— e
A B = | -
Let the vine - yards be [ruit-ful, Lord, and fill  to the brim our cup of
n L
l— | I g
R = | = —
bless-ing. Gath-er a har-vest [rom the seeds that were sown, that we may be
0 rm—
¢ | ] 1 I J il _:} * dl ‘]' !I ! K
EJLJ T ! o —
[ed with the bread ol life. Gath - er the hopes and the dreams of  all; u -
2 | | — s e
o — e e o F s
J L 4 T
nite them with the prayers we of - fer now. Grace our ta-ble with your
0 .
e 4 4 | . S— —— '[
T : s
pres-ence, and give  us a forc-laste of the [cast to come.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
A God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing.
Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in need, through
Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord.
C Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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p It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to
cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that renewed in the gift of baptism, we
may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth
and the hosts of heaven, we praise you name and join their unending hymn:
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You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension,
and the promise of his coming again,

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,

not as we ought but as we are able;

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine,

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,

may be formed to live as your holy people

and be given our inheritance with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.
Amen.

12



THE LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P All who are hungry, come!
The feast of grace is spread.
All are welcome at the Lord’s table.
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LAMB OF GOD
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
COMMUNION

Communion will be received at the head of the Sanctuary. Starting with the section
closest to the sound room and worshippers may make their way to Pastor at the head
of the Sanctuary and receive the communion elements.

Elements at in-person worship are red wine and white grape juice.

All bread is gluten-free.
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HYMNS DURING DISTRIBUTION

How Great Thou Art

ELW 856
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HYMNS DURING DISTRIBUTION
Taste and See

Refrain — All

ELW 493
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COMMUNION BLESSING

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace.
C Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

A We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing
power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward
you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

BLESSING

P The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and * give you peace.
C Amen.
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SENDING HYMN When I Surveyed the Wondrous Cross ELW 803
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DISMISSAL
A Go in peace to love and serve the Lord
C Thanks be to God.
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Into the Woods My Master Went By John Purifoy

Into the woods my Master went, clean forspent, forspent.
Into the woods my Master came, forspent with love and shame.

But the olives they were not blind to Him,
the little gray leaves were kind to Him.
The thorn tree had a mind to Him,
When into the woods He came.

‘Tis midnight and on Olive’s brow the star is dimmed and lately shone.
‘Tis midnight in the garden now, the Savior prays alone.

‘Tis midnight and for others’ guilt the Savior weeps in blood.
Yet He that hath in anguish knelt is not forsaken by God.

‘Tis midnight and from heav’nly plains is borne the song that angels know.
Unheard by mortals are the strains that soothe the Savior’s woe.

Out of the woods my Master went, and He was well content.
Out of the woods my master came, content with death and shame.

When death and shame would woo Him last,
from under the trees they drew Him last,
‘Twas on a tree they slew Him last,
when out of the woods He came.

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
10:00am
Assisting Minister: Toni Durandetta
Greeter: Bill Brizendine
Ushers: Stacy Dambaugh, Tim Dambaugh
Reader: Bill Brizendine
Sound: Mark Maurer
Streamer: AmanYelampalli
Nursery: Allyson Fleming, |T Fleming
Refreshments: Pam Adams, Jane Foskett
Offering Counters: Pam Adams, Jim Foskett

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH, HOCKESSIN DE
Rev. Tara Magoon, Pastor
Jordan Irazabal, Director of Music
Susan Wells Allen, Office Manager
Louis Jones, Custodian
Phone: 302-239-6481 Email: office@glcde.org Website: glcde.org



