GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
April 26, 2026
10:00am

P Alleluia! Christ is risen!

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
ANNOUNCEMENTS

P God loves you all the time.
C All the time God loves you.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

N

We worship in the name of the Father, # and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
Amen.

Silence for reflection and self-examination

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as our-
selves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God for-
gives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the " Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN The King of Love, My Shepherd Is ELW 502
0 1 . | 1 .
¥y |1 | | | | | L | |

4 W N ot I p=, p= I 1 P I
{5 z ﬂ 4 b g‘ —— ﬁ
1 The King ol love my shep - herd 18, whose good - ness
2 Where streams of  liv - ing wa - ter flow, my ran - somed
3 Per - wverse  and fool - ish  oft I straycd, but yet in
4 In death’s dark vale I fear no ill, with  thee, dear
L Jd 4 . a &) I .
4
o ] [ P ] i- s T i
T ISR [ | —1 I ) i |' | | F
o = | | N
A p=i0
Gona = - Z b ———g
o r e
fail - cth ncv - or; I noth - ing lack if
soul he lead - eth and, where the ver - dant
love he sought me, and on his  shoul - der
Lord, be - side me, thy rod and  staff my
o i . -
o - — =
75 ] ~ o ’ - !
- ¥ ¥ [ ] I I | |
1 — |
0| .
7T i I ] ' ! i I
O g1 T g o .
) |"\" .|.. -
e
I am his and  he 1s mine for - ev - er.
pas - tures grow, with food ce - les - tal feed - eth.
gent - ly  laid, and home, rc - joic - ing, brought me.
com - fort still;  thy cross be - fore o guide me
— ~
. _8: _ o
oy 8- BF 2 e
.20 il P ! I [ =
i ' -y £ 2 1
< —
5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 6 And so, through all the length of days,
thinc unction grace bestoweth; thy goodness faileth never.
and, oh, what transport of delight Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
from thy pure chalice floweth! within thy house forever.

GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal -vation, let us pray to the Lord.
0
)" /_:9 —
:@ ® [ ——— B —
> .
Lord, have mer - cy.
0
yan
_@ L =4 n 1
o

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,

and for the unity of all, let wus pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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HYMN OF PRAISE

Assisting minister
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through the
valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and security to the
joyous feast prepared in your house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Please be seated

FIRST READING Acts 2:42-47

#2[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and the prayers.

4 Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being done through the
apostles. # All who believed were together and had all things in common; # they would sell their
possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. “ Day by day, as they
spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and
generous hearts, ¥ praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the
Lord added to their number those who were being saved.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALMODY Psalm 23
Read responsively
1The Lord is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.
2The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
3You restore my soul, O Lord,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
4*Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
>You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.



SECOND READING 1 Peter 2:19-25

191t is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures pain while suffering unjust-
ly. 2If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure
when you do good and suffer for it, this is a commendable thing before God. ?! For to this you have
been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow
in his steps.

2“He committed no sin,

and no deceit was found in his mouth.”

2 When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but he en-
trusted himself to the one who judges justly. 2 He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so
that, having died to sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. %
For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of
your souls.

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al - le - lu - ia.



GOSPEL READING John 10:1-10

The holy gospel according to John the tenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord

[Jesus said:] ! “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but
climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd
of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his
own sheep by name and leads them out. * When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of
them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. > They will not follow a stranger,
but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” ¢ Jesus used this fig-
ure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.

7So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who came
before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not listen to them. °I am the gate. Whoever
enters by me will be saved and will come in and go out and find pasture. ° The thief comes only
to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

MESSAGE Pastor Tara Magoon



HYMN OF THE DAY The Lord’s My Shepherd ELW 778

Please stand at the last verse as you are able

9 I I ] i ] .
— | ' ' s ' ] ] 1
=% 9 & =23 .
- = - .
fL ﬁf f e ¢ o
I The Lord’s my shep-herd; Tl not want. He  makes me down to lic
2 My soul he doth re - store a - gain, and me to walk doth make
3 Yea, though I walk in decath’s dark vale, yet will I fear no ill;
4 My ta - ble thou hast rich - ly spread in pres-ence ol my [foes;
5 Good-ness and mer - ¢y all my life shall surec -ly fol - low me,
—~ - JlJ | .f.l |
Ve [ @ = : - & ¢ - 8
1 ! I r_,-| f f I “
IJ? I ]| ! 4 ! I
h— ] - 4 | ] I
b | al o) |
S $ = - f—= g g =
= & o
in pas - tures green; he lead-cth me the qui - et wa - ters by.
with - in  the paths of righ-teous-ness, e'en  lor his own name’s sake;
for thou art with me, and thy rod and staff me com - fort still;
my head thou dost with il a - nomt, and my cup o - ver - flows.
and in God's house for - ev - cr - more my dwell-ing-place shall  bhe;
| .
Y | = = -
7 ! ! [ ! [y
7 | | | ' |
D ——
F 40 I M I I ] 7 [ & ]
W% ’f_ ! ] ] ’f_ ] ! ' S
) - g - —| T~ -
rrer- 1T ®
He lead-eth me, he lead-eth me the qui-el wa - ters by.
with - in  the paths of righ-tecous-ness, ¢'en for his own name’s sake.
for thou art with me, and thy rod and staflf me com - fort stall.
My head thou dost with il a - noint, and my cup o - ver - llows.
and in God's house for - ev - er - more my dwell-ing-place shall be.
c\: | ] 4%
Sk - - o

1 1 1 I




NICENE CREED
A Let us profess our faith in the words of the Nicene creed.

C We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray
for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.
Shepherding God, draw all people to yourself and lead them in paths of righteousness.
Embolden your church to enter the valleys of the world and guide us beside the still waters of
your grace. We pray for military and prison chaplains serving near and far. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Creator God, by the resurrection of your Son, show us your steadfast love and instruct our
hearts in your ways. Help us to revere and protect the wonders of your creation. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Righteous Judge, strengthen and uphold those who work for justice and advocate for human
rights. Bring an end to oppression and save us from the temptation of violence or vengeance.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Great Physician, walk with those who are grieving, and anoint those who are ill or injured
Restore them to health of body, mind, and sirit. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Good Shepherd, continually seek us out as lambs of your flock, and form us into a community
where all are honored and cared for. Spread a feast before us and fill our cups to overflowing.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
Living God, we praise you for the saints who have died in faith and now dwell in your love. At
our end, bring us, with them, to our heavenly home. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all
the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

Please be seated.

OFFERING
Offering plates are located at the doors of the sanctuary and you may place your gifts
there after communion or before you leave.
If you would like to give online, please go to www.glcde.org or use the QR code.
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ANTHEM
Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring

J.S. Bach
Arranged by: Wayne Howorth

Jesu, joy of man’s desiring, Holy wisdom love most bright.
Drawn by Thee, our souls aspiring, soar to uncreated light.

Word of God our flesh that fashioned, with the fire of life impassioned.
Striving still to truth unknown, soaring dying, ‘round Thy throne.

11



OFFERTORY
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

A Risen One,
you have gathered us around your table of grace along with these gifts we bring.
Come among us again, breathe your life into us, and enliven us with this meal,
that we may live as your risen body in the world.

C Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with you

And also with you

Lift up your hearts

We lift them to the Lord

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
It is right to give our thanks and praise

It is indeed right our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our
Savior Jesus Christ, the true paschal lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who in
dying has destroyed death and in rising has brought us to eternal life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying;:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

P
C

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life.

P
All are welcome at the table of the Lord.
LAMB OF GOD
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
COMMUNION

Communion will be received at the head of the Sanctuary. Starting with the section
closest to the sound room and worshippers may make their way to Pastor at the head of
the Sanctuary and receive the communion elements. Elements at in-person worship are
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red wine and white grape juice. All bread is gluten-free.



HYMN DURING DISTRIBUTION
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COMMUNION BLESSING

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

A We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing pow-
er of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you
and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

BLESSING

P The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and *+ give you peace.
C Amen.
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SENDING HYMN Have No Fear, Little Flock
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DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
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Thanks be to God.

Go in peace. Tell what God has done.
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The altar flowers are offered to the Glory of God
by Beth Fenner
in honor of Ian and Kyle’s birthdays.

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Assisting Minister: Nancy Goyda
Greeter: Mandy Munson
Ushers: Julie Auger, John Auger
Reader: Beth Fenner
Sound: Greg Munson
Streamer: Gerry Teig
Nursery: Amber Tos, Jon Tos
Refreshments: Jane Foskett
Offering Counters: Peter Tuhy, Beth Fenner

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH, HOCKESSIN DE
Rev. Tara Magoon, Pastor
Jordan Irazabal, Director of Music
Susan Wells Allen, Office Manager
Louis Jones, Custodian
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